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By the President of the United States of America:
A PROCLAMATION

Whereas on the 22nd day of September, A.D. 1862, a proclamation was issued by the President of
the United States, containing, among other things, the following, to wit:

"That on the 1st day of January, A.D. 1863, all persons held as slaves within any State or
designated part of a State the people whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United States shall be
then, thenceforward, and forever free; and the executive government of the United States, including the
military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of such persons and will
do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, in any efforts they may make for their actual

freedom.

"That the executive will on the 1st day of January aforesaid, by proclamation, designate the States
and parts of States, if any, in which the people thereof, respectively, shall then be in rebellion against the
United States; and the fact that any State or the people thereof shall on that day be in good faith
represented in the Congress of the United States by members chosen thereto at elections wherein a
majority of the qualified voters of such States shall have participated shall, in the absence of strong
countervailing testimony, be deemed conclusive evidence that such State and the people thereof are not

then in rebellion against the United States."

Now, therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, by virtue of the power in me
vested as Commander-In-Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States in time of actual armed
rebellion against the authority and government of the United States, and as a fit and necessary war
measure for supressing said rebellion, do, on this 1st day of January, A.D. 1863, and in accordance with
my purpose so to do, publicly proclaimed for the full period of one hundred days from the first day
above mentioned, order and designate as the States and parts of States wherein the people thereof,
respectively, are this day in rebellion against the United States the following, to wit:

Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana (except the parishes of St. Bernard, Palquemines, Jefferson, St. John,
St. Charles, St. James, Ascension, Assumption, Terrebone, Lafourche, St. Mary, St. Martin, and
Orleans, including the city of New Orleans), Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina,
North Carolina, and Virginia (except the forty-eight counties designated as West Virginia, and also the
counties of Berkeley, Accomac, Morthhampton, Elizabeth City, York, Princess Anne, and Norfolk,
including the cities of Norfolk and Portsmouth), and which excepted parts are for the present left
precisely as if this proclamation were not issued.

And by virtue of the power and for the purpose aforesaid, I do order and declare that all persons
held as slaves within said designated States and parts of States are, and henceforward shall be, free; and
that the Executive Government of the United States, including the military and naval authorities thereof,
will recognize and maintain the freedom of said persons.

And I hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be free to abstain from all violence, unless in
necessary self-defence; and I recommend to them that, in all case when allowed, they labor faithfully for

reasonable wages.

And I further declare and make known that such persons of suitable condition will be received
into the armed service of the United States to garrison forts, positions, stations, and other places, and to
man vessels of all sorts in said service.
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And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, warranted by the Constitution upon
military necessity, I invoke the considerate judgment of mankind and the gracious favor of Almighty

God.

Analysis

On Jan. 1, 1863, U.S. President Abraham Lincoln declared free all slaves residing in territory in
rebellion against the federal government. This Emancipation Proclamation actually freed few people. It
did not apply to slaves in border states fighting on the Union side; nor did it affect slaves in southern
areas already under Union control. Naturally, the states in rebellion did not act on Lincoln's order. But
the proclamation did show Americans-- and the world--that the civil war was now being fought to end

slavery.

Lincoln had been reluctant to come to this position. A believer in white supremacy, he initially viewed
the war only in terms of preserving the Union. As pressure for abolition mounted in Congress and the
country, however, Lincoln became more sympathetic to the idea. On Sept. 22, 1862, he issued a
preliminary proclamation announcing that emancipation would become effective on Jan. 1, 1863, in
those states still in rebellion. Although the Emancipation Proclamation did not end slavery in America--
this was achieved by the passage of the 13TH Amendment to the Constitution on Dec. 18, 1865--it did
make that accomplishment a basic war goal and a virtual certainty.

Credits
DOUGLAS T. MILLER

Bibliography: Commager, Henry Steele, The Great Proclamation (1960); Donovan, Frank, Mr. Lincoln's
Proclamation (1964); Franklin, John Hope, ed., The Emancipation Proclamation (1964).
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13th Amendment

An Overview of the 13th Amendment

What is the 13th Amendment?

“Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except a punishment for crime whereof the parch
shall have been exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.

Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation."

Date Proposed

The 13th Amendment was proposed on January 31st, 1865.

President of the United States

Andrew Johnson was the President of the United States at the time of the ratification of the 13th
Admendment, he assumes Presidency subsequent to the assassination of Abraham Lincoln.

Stipulations of the 13th Amendment

The 13th Amendment declares slavery as illegal; in addition forced servitude is also deemed to be illegal-—-
this Amendment is regarded as the finalization of the abolishment of slavery.

The 13th Admendment illustrates the distinction (s) between sevitude, slavery, and consensual labor is any
type of labor that takes place through the implementation of theat (s), physically restraint of an individual
with regard to the proliferation of labor, exploitative or blackmail-based activity in order to continue labor,

and the implementation of fear in order to solidify servitude.

‘Debt-servitude'- or servitude implemented in order to force the repayment of debt is considered
unconstitutional within the stipulations set forth within the 13th Amendment

13th Admendment Facts

The previous 12 Amendments were passed within the adoption of the Constitution of the United States.

2 legal statures presenting punitive recourse with regards to the passing of 13th Admendment were
enacted; the "Deprivation of Rights Under Color of Law" and "Conspiracy Against Rights"

The Emancipation Proclamation (1863) was issued by President Abraham Lincoln in the mist of the Civil
War, which is considered to be the primary facilitator of the proposition- and subsequent ratification - of
the 13th Amendment

States Ratifying the 13th Amendment

1. Alabama - 2. Arkansas - 3. California - 4. Connecticut - 5. Delaware 6. Florida - 7. Georgia

8. lllinois - 9. Indiana - 10. lowa - 11. Kansas - 12. Kentucky - 13. Louisiana - 14. Maine - 15. Maryland

16. Massachusetts - 17. Michigan - 18. Minnesota - 19. Mississippi - 20. Missouri - 21. Nevada

22. New Hampshire - 23. New Jersey - 24. New York - 25. North Carolina - 26. Ohio - 27. Oregon

28. Pennsylvania - 29. Rhode Island - 30. South Carolina - 31. South Dakota - 32. Tennessee

33. Texas - 34. Vermont - 35. Virginia - 36. Washington - 37. West Virginia - 38. Wisconsin
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Ancestry.com --1900 United States Federal Census

Page 1 of 2
<Hjancestry.com-
1900 United States Federal Census |
Name: John W Bate
Age: 45
BirthDate: Deci8sq ‘ ‘ o
| Birthplace: Kentucky
moEm::@oo Danville, Boyle, Kentucky
~ [Boyle] - - B - - -
Race: Black
Gender: Male ) - -
Relation to Head Head
of House:
' Marital Status:  Married
Spouse's Name: Ida W Bate B ) - - -
Marriage Year: 1887
Years married: 13
Father's Kentucky
Birthplace:
‘ Zoﬁrmw,m cmBm Nancy Thomas
Mother's Kentucky
Birthplace:
- ““Ooocﬁmﬂosm .
Household Name Age
Members: uobs W Bate - o Am ‘
Ida W Bate 35
John W Bate 3
_Clarence D Bate . o 1
Lungsten F Bate 5/12
~ Nancy Thomas i ) 68
_I1daAdams . 8’
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dl1?db=1900usfedcen&rank=1&new=1&MSAV=0&msT=1&gss=angs-i&gsfn=John&gsIn=Bate&msbdy=1855&msbpn__ftp=... 1/31/2012
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Source Citation: Year: 1900; Census Place: Danville, Boyle, Kentucky; Roll: T623_509; Page: 16B; Enumeration District: 14.

Source Information:
Ancestry.com. 1900 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2004.

o AR
NATIONAL |
ARCHIVES |

ARCH

Original data: United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Twelfth Census of the United States, 1900. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration,
1900. T623, 1854 rolls.

Description:

This database is an index to individuals enumerated in the 1900 United States Federal Census, the Twelfth Census of the United States. Census takers recorded many details
including each person's name, address, relationship to the head of household, color or race, sex, month and year of birth, age at last birthday, marital status, number of years
married, the total number of children born of the mother, the number of those children living, birthplace, birthplace of father and mother, if the individual was foreign born, the
year of immigration and the number of years in the United States, the citizenship status of foreign-born individuals over age twenty-one, occupation, and more. Additionally, the
names of those listed on the population schedule are linked to actual images of the 1900 Federal Census.

© 2012, The Generations Network, Inc.

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dl17db=1900usfedcen&rank=1&new=1&MSA V=0&msT=1&gss=angs-i&gsfn=John& gsIn=Bate&msbdy=1855&msbpn__ftp=... 1/31/2012
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<5|ancestry.com
1910 United States Federal Census
Name: John W Bate B - ) ) o N . _
Agein 1910: 54
Birth Year: 1856 - S - B )
Birthplace: Kentucky - ] B ) ) -
Home in 1910: Precinct 13, Boyle, Kentucky
Race: Mulatto ) - - -
Gender: Male - - ; e
Relation to Head Head
of House: B - )
Marital Status: Widowed - ) - - -
Father's Virginia
Birthplace: ) )
Mother's  Kentucky
Birthplace:
Neighbors: ‘ - ] -
Household Name Age
Members:  john W Bate - 54
John W Bate Jr. i 13
Clarence W Bate 11
_ Langston F Bate - o - 10
Helen K Bate 8
Vivian B Bate 6
_Amanda Guan ‘ i - — S -
Source Citation: Year: 1910; Census Place: Precinct 13, Boyle, Kentucky; Roll: T624_465; Page: 24A; Enumeration District: 0026; Image: 1034; FHL Number: 1374478.
Source Information:
Ancestry.com. 1910 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2006.
Original data: Thirteenth Census of the United States, 1910 (NARA microfilm publication T624, 1,178 rolls). Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. National
Archives, Washington, D.C. For details on the contents of the film numbers, visit the following NARA web page:
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dl1?db=1910USCenIndex&o vc=Record%3aOtherRecord&rhSource=6061&gss=angs-i&indiv=1&pf=1&recid=&h=8399556&... 2/1/2012
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Description:

: This database is an index to the head of households enumerated in the 1910 United States Federal Census, the Thirteenth Census of the United States. In
THE ot N N . . " X N A .
e L addition, each indexed name is linked to actual images of the 1910 Federal Census. The information recorded in the census includes: name, relationship to
NATIONAL BYSEEN family, age at last birthday, sex, color or race, whether single, married, widowed, or divorced, birthplace, birthplace of father and mother, and more
ARCHIVES

ARCHIVES GOV

© 2012, The Generations Network, Inc.

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dl1?db=1910USCenIndex&o_vc=Record%3aOtherRecord&rhSource=6061&gss=angs-i&indiv=1&pf=1&recid=&h=8399556&... 2/1/2012
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Argestry.com - 1920 United States Federal Census

Page 1 of 2

Name: John W Bate
 Ager 64 o - ) )
 Birth Year: abt 1856
- wﬁrﬁmom” Kentucky
o mono in 1920: Danville, Boyle, Kentucky -
Race: White
@wbmmwm Male
‘ W&mﬂos to Head Head
of House:
Zwm;& Status: Married
w@ocmm s Name: Lettie R Bate
Father's ‘Nmbgo_a\ ‘
- Birthplace:
Mother's Kentucky
wz&%ﬂmow”
moﬁm osﬁmmn Own
Able to Read:  Yes
Z&m to Write: Yes
N m_mEuQ S:

Household ZmBm -

Members:

Age

“John W Bate - mﬁ‘ ‘
Lettie R Bate 43
John W Bate 22
Clarence W Bate B 21
hmbmme Bate o 20
Helen K Bate 17
_ SSmE A Bate ‘ ‘ 16

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dl1?rank=1&new=1&MSAV=0&msT=1&gss=angs-i&gsfn=John+W.+&gsIn=Bate&mswpn__ftp=Boyle+County%2c+Kentuck... 2/1/2012
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Source Citation: Year: 1920; Census Place: Danville, Boyle, Kentucky; Roll: T625_558; Page: 54; Enumeration District: 40; Image: 1015.

Source Information:

Ancestry.com. 1920 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2010. Images reproduced by
FamilySearch.

ARCHIVES GOV

Original data: Fourteenth Census of the United States, 1920. (NARA microfilm publication T625, 2076 rolls). Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. National
Archives, Washington, D.C. For details on the contents of the film numbers, visit the following NARA web page: . Note: Enumeration Districts 819-839 are on roll 323 (Chicago
City).

Description:
This database is an index to individuals enumerated in the 1920 United States Federal Census, the Fourteenth Census of the United States. It includes all states and territories, as
well as Military and Naval Forces, the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, American Samoa, Guam, and the Panama Canal Zone. The census provides many details about individuals and

families including: name, gender, age, birthplace, year of immigration, mother tongue, and parents’ birthplaces. In addition, the names of those listed on the population schedule
are linked to actual images of the 1920 Federal Census.

© 2012, The Generations Network, Inc.

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?rank=1&new=1&MSAV=0&msT=1&gss=angs-i&gsfn=John+W +&gsIn=Bate&mswpn__ftp=Boyle+County%2c+Kentuck... 2/1/2012
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1930 United States ﬂw@wﬁﬂ ‘nwm.‘mﬁm

Name: J W Bate
- [L W Bate]
@wb%ﬁ ‘Male ] - - ) ] e - B
Birth Year: abt 1860
Birthplace: Kentucky
Race: Negro (Black)
[Black]

EﬂEm E“H‘@w“o”

Danville, Boyle, Kentucky

Marital Status: Married
Relation to Head Head
~ ofHouse:
- Spouse's Name: Lettie Bate ]
Father's Kentucky
Birthplace:
Mother's name: Mary Rowe
Mother's Kentucky
Birthplace:

Household Name

Age

Members:  jwpate ‘ ‘ - 90
Lettie Bate 53
Mary Rowe 8o

Source Citation: Year: 1930; Census Place: Danville, Boyle, Kentucky; Roll: 4584819; Page: 21B; Image: 249.0; Family History Library Film: 2340470.

Source Information:

Ancestry.com. 1930 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2002.

Original data: United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration,

1930. T626, 2,667 rolls.

Description:

Containing records for approximately 123 million Americans, the 1930 United States Federal Census is the largest census released to date and is the most recent census available
for public access. The census gives us a glimpse into the lives of Americans in 1930, and contains information about a household’s family members and occupants including:

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dl1?db=1930usfedcen&o_vc=Record%3aOtherRecord&rhSource=6061 &gss=angs-i&indiv=1&pf=1&recid=&h=82643897&fh... 2/1/2012
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birthplaces, occupations, immigration, citizenship, and military service. The names of those listed in the census are linked to actual images of the 1930 Census.

© 2012, The Generations Network, Inc.
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John Bate overcame slavery and then hunger to build up a
school for Negro children

Freedom comes at 9

" { was born at the Bate farm six miles from Louisville on the Old River Road,” he begins. "When |
was 9 years old the proclamation of Mr. Lincoin, on January, 1863, caused a stampede of Negroes
toward all the larger cities in the South. My mother joined this exodus with her little brood, which
numbered three boys and one girl, of whom | was the only one to survive these first hard years. She
did not have a cent of money and had no plans for the future.

"We finally reached Louisville and found it already overrun with slaves. They were living in cellars,
barns,attics and all sorts of out-of-the-way places, so we felt we were fortunate when we were able to
rent a miserable back room on Walnut Street near Hancock. We had little furniture except a lounge on
which my mother slept. We four children slept on quilts on the floor. John Bate often kept body and
soul together by eating scraps from garbage cans, or stealing from farmers.

Soon we were forced to move. You know why." Professor Bate, looking back over the years can
smile at their early misfortunes. "We finally found a room back of a store on Walnut Street near Green
Street, now called Liberty. This was a very unfortunate move for water seeped in on the floor of this
room and stood in puddies. My sister contracted some sort of fever from living in this situation that
proved fatal.

"we moved next to an office in a stable. It really was an office in name only for it was dark, poorly
ventilated and unbelievably dirty. My mother attempted to make it more livable by papering the walls
with oid newspapers and scrubbing everything she could get her hands on. At the same time she was
working to support the family--washing, ironing, cooking, cleaning. No one slept on the floor now for
we had secured a second lounge from some sources

Professor Bate paused a moment in his narrative and then continues,"Just as things seemed to be
going well, disaster struck again. My mother took the smallpox. We never knew when she had been
exposed to the disease, but it was prevalent in Louisville in those days. My two littie brothers were
stricken and soon died, but my mother was left an invalit after the hotrible malady had run its course.

Steal from farmers

"My first job," he continues, "was the feeding of geese for a Jewish family named Levi, who lived or
the south side of Market Street. | received 50 cent a week for my labor and as it only took an hour or
two a day, ! got other odd jobs. | worked hard to support my mother and myself; | didn't do it very
well, but we lived. One of our most cherished possession at this time was a monkey stove with two
caps on top.

“My friend and | stole vegetables from the farmers" produce wagons while the were unloading on
Market Street. | hadn't been taught it was wrong to steal. | had just accepted stealing along with the
other things in my existense. The farmers were really very kind to the colored boys and would give us
vegetables if we asked them. Once | lived three months on raw vegetables and became very fond of
beets, carrots and cabbage. | did not know it then but 1 was getting a good supply of vitamins.

At the age of 10, Bate was playing in the alley where he lived, when a white missionary and teacher-
Kate Gilbert of Brookline, Mass. asked him if he wanted to go to school, according to a 1939 story in
The Danville Messenger. Through the child said, “No," he eventually accepted her offer to educate
him.

Two years later, Bate entered the Ely Norman school in Louisville. But when he was 13, Miss Gilber
left the school and Bate went to work in a tobacco éxtory from 7a.m. to 9p.m. at a salary of $6 a weel
(later $9) to raise enough money to follow her to Beérea, say the Messenger and Couier-Journal




Bate had raised enough money to continue his education at Berea College in 1872. He
worked as a janitor to help pay for his education, and he said he also did odd jobs such as
"sawed wood, white washed, rang the college bells."

Bate taught summer school in Madison County at $20 a month, and in 1879 came to
Danville to teach summer school. He received a bachelor of arts degree from Berea College
in 1881, and went to earn a master's degree there in 1892.

“Wishing to serve my people by teaching”. He sent out ten application for positions and
received eight favorable replies. From the eight, he chose Danville. There were two reasons:
It was a college town, Centre College and Caldwell College were here at that time; also it
was a temperance town. There were no grog shops in Danville.

"When | arrived in town (Danville), | found a one-room school, that was built by the
Freedmen's Bureau under the direction of John O. Howard, director of the bureau. The
Freedmen" Bureau was created by an act of Congress just following the War Between the
States. Bate is quoted as saying in the Courier-Journal. “The school was not even popular
among the Negroes, for they followed the white people of Danville in their admiration of the
private school." Too, the colored people suspected that a teacher without Reverend before

his name would not amount to much.

“The Baptist had their own privat school ant the principal of that school "put all sorts of
obstacles in my way." Even urged me to give up that little common school and go back to

Berea.

But Bate neatly side-stepped them, proceeding to employ the daughter of the black
Baptist minister as primary teacher. Two years later, the Baptist school folded.

Though two rooms were added to the school on Stanford Road after Bate began teaching
there, increasing enroliment demanded more space, according to The Messenger story.

“By 1910, 259 pupils were enrolled and more rooms were needed. They had no money and
Professor Bate raised by private subscription $1,900, which was used in starting work on a

new building."”

In 1912, the Board of Education appropriated $5,000 for construction of a new building,
which was named for Bate. At that time, Danville had three schools for black students; the
Boyden School in the Presbyterian Church on Walnut Street; Fisher's School on Second
Street; and Bate School. Bate was city-and county supported while the other two schools
were financed privately.

in 1921, by a requirement of the State, Bate became a part of the Danville School System.
As the enroliment increased and teachers were added, the High School was incerased to
four years. By 1927, the building was enlarged by the addition of four more classrooms, a
gym and a principal's office. Woodwork, home economics and athletics became a part of the
curriculum; they were later discontinued but restored in 1940 and '41. Clubs became a part
of the schools program as extra curricular activities and were sponsored by teachers.

The progress of Bate Schoal, its contribution to the community and its abiding influence
upon its students were iniated by the dedication, untiring efforts and forethought of
Professor Bate. In 1939, an appreciation affair was given for Professor by the teachers and
citizens of Danville for his years of service to the community.

11



John Bate’s diplomacy and dedication resulted in a 59-year career as a
teacher, administrator, and educational leader. His descendents have carried on his
commitment to education and spiritual well-being in their professions as teachers,
professors, scholars, and public servants. In a 1943 letter, John Bate
acknowledged the positive influence of John Fee and other Berea founders, “whose
examples and teachings were exemplified in the lives and the work of Bereans who
became ministers, doctors and teachers and who are proud ... to call Old Berea
their alma mater.”” In recipracation of his great respect for Berea, the College
honored John Bate as its oldest living graduate in 1944. In conferring the citation
of honor, President Hutchins said of John Bate, “Your Alma Mater honors you for
your sincere devotion to the Cause of Education and to your fellow [people].
Through adversity and difficulty you gained your education so.that you might
serve others... You have won for yourself a place of honor and affection in the

hearts of your students, and the place of a respected citizen in your community.”

I came to the school at (age) 26 and retired from Bate School at
85,"Bate said in The

Couurier-Journal article.

"I found a one-room school and | left a building with twenty
rooms.

"I was the one teacher and now there are fifteen.

"l found six students and | left a school with 600."

When Bate died in September 1945 at the age of 91, he had devoted
58 years to black

education in Danville, retiring from his position as principal of Bate
School in 1942. |

Bate left his widow, Lettie Bate, five children--three of whom
earned college degrees--and a legacy.
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! A - DOWLING ... . . _.
ij%oﬁ} ﬁr. Bates, I know it's a long time since all this happened -- but,
do.you remember the daj when Lincoln freed the slavesY -

| BATE .., | |

I certainly do, Mr. Dowling. I was Y years old, and I was asleep in
the little cabin where I lived with my mother and brothers and sisters;
‘'when Mother heard the news. she woke me up and said, "Son, we're free.
Mr. Linceln freed us.’” Then we alil got down on our knees, and gave our
thanks to the Lord. | ”

DOWLING ...
What did you do after that?

BATE ...

We left the farm where we'd been slaves and went to the big city -
Louisville - to start off on our own. ‘The place was jammed with slaves
who had been set free. We got a little room where ali of us had toisleep
on the floor. . In those days we never stayed putyvery long. One week
we lived back of a store - anoﬁher in a stable. ‘Then the sméll—pox came.
Ana‘when it was over, my mother and I were alone in the world.

DOWLING ...
Mr. Bate, what did you do about food.during those trying days?
| RATE ...
Like é&éry ex-slave, I went all over town picking scraps of food out of
paﬁlswin people's alleys - picking up vegetables grocers threw oﬁt»when
thé§ wéren't good enough to sell. But I made up my mind that somedéy

things were going to be different -- that I was going to do something for

my people -- to help us allget a better chance in life. But I guess I

couldn't have done anything if a white missionary hadn't found me one day.



-2-
BATE ... (CONr'B)

ie was very good to me. She sent ﬁe to schodl;gﬁd taught me how to
read and write. I had never even known there was an Atlantic Ocean
| before, or a Pacific. I had never heard of Christopher Columbus, or
Queen Victoria, or people living over in a place named China. It was
like discovering a new world. Wwhen I found out how men had fought and
worked all over the world hundreds and hundreds of years just to make
men free and enjéy life, I was more sure than ever I had to do something
like that, too.

DOWLING ...
How did you go about it¥
BATE ...

Well, sir, every moment I wasn't in.sch001, I worked, saving money to gb
to'Berea College, following one of my favorite teachers who had gone
there to work. Then I worked my way through college -~ sawed wood,
white-washed, -- anything to earn & nickel. when I got my degree I went
to Danville, Kentucky and got a jdb teaching in a one-room school for
colored children. ‘There were only 6 of them and I was their only teacher.
Little by little our school gfew. ‘the folks in Danville saw that the
~ children in our school -- free children -- were learning to be useful,
learning to help the town more than they ever couid as slaves. They
decided to build us a larger school. It got to be known as the Bate
School. Gradually the students at our school began going out into the
world, becoming doctors, scientists, lawyers, businessmen. lToday, Bate
has 20 rooms where one stood before. Instead of 6 students, there are

five hundred -- boys and girls learning to be good Americans. I guess



-3-
BATE ... (CONr'D)

any of you peoplé think of going to school ag something ordinary --
something you take fop granted. But ag I think of thd time when I wag
a little boy, a slave, just the chance to go to school seems like g
gift from Heaven. st this very moment, as I look back op the days when
I and millions of my fellow-men learned through Mr. Lincolp the meaning
of freedom, othep millions all over the world are fighting to Preserve
their own freedom, FeW'Amepﬁcans know what it means to be a slave. But
I know. and T say every Americéh can thank God he liveg in a country

where all men ape free, where the beople will rem in free forever,

RN i R Frages
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Interview with Mr. ard Mrs. Jom W. Bate at their home in

Danville , December 23, 1943,

Mr. Charles Falrchild 1lived in a house on the present Union Church
i grounds opposite Boone Tavern. The house and connecting store rad been
owned by Mr. Clark, but both house and store were both badly damaged by
fire. Mr. Clark became discouraged and sold out to Charles Fairchild.
Mr. Bate was 111 there for two months, but he finally recovered and
tanght in Peres for three months in the summer of 1879. The school for
colored childrsn a$ Denville began in 1872. The law assigned to the
schooling of colored children a certain part of school furds. Certain
taxes and fines were set aside for this purposs.

When Mr. Bate began teaching he had a salary of $20.00 a month for
the first three months. At the end of the thres iontha be was rot paid,
In fact he had to wait for the entire énm.of $60.00 until January although
he had begun teaching in the latisummer. On his first return trip to
Berea from Danville, he walked, starting early in the morning, stopping
a% Lancaster at noon, and arriving in Berea after dark.

When the school for colored children was set up in Danville, there-
were six {rustees, three white, and three colored. The town was a very
aristocratic one, and did not welcome people of forelgn birth. fThers
were several schools, but all were private schools excert one small ome
#hich was lmown as a common schoolo

The Bates have two sons. They have ten grand children, seven boys,
[

and three girls, and one great grard_child.

To start the school for colored children, the colored people
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followi rg the advice of their white friends, bought ground and
donated 1t to the federal government. Through the help of the
American Misslonary Association a one-room building was erected.

The room measured about 30 by 40 feet. The building was erected
about 1868 or 1869. In Roulaville a normal sclool was built, baving
12 rooms. The government transferred it to three trustees, wealthy
colored men, Adam Withers, Orange Tinsley, Sam'Green, a Baptist

3 circuit rider preacher-ﬁ_ Their son, Js W. Bate, Jr., 18 a dentist in

Clevelend with a large practice. His address is 4887 E. 55th Streest.
Thelr son Langston is a professor in a teachers! college and has charge
——
%J‘%f, s gad Ar oA a-ien

of the department of science. e college has an enroiiment of some-
thing like 700 studen’cs.@Some months ago a Hrs. Bate came from Louisvills
to call upon him. She was the wife of Clarence Bate's son. His fether
was named John Bate. She car® from Glenview, the old Bate homg w():}j

258 f/rc, ‘2
was then about five miles out from Louisville tut is now a suburben part
of the city. lr. Bate remarked to me, "You see ny master was my father,

s¢ that Clarence the son, my young master, was my half brother.” His
Wife-was;,ectavia Rate.

Clarence Bate bought a place out on the Brownborough Road. A lady
in Danville, Mrs. Morris Feris, knew Mrs. Bate and said she was a dealer
in antiquesfj}w'm mo8t wonderful thing occurred in my 1ife 4in 1860 when

I was six years old. My grandmo ther and my uncle ran avey from slavery.
¥y mother heard Octavia Rats say that I was her boy. This worried her

for fear she might went to have the monsy she could claim by selling

9, and in the night she brought me %o free colored frispds in
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HWOTZD NEGROC EDUCATOR BORN
A SLAVE.

Life is full of inconsistencies, and
its many contradictions are puzzling.
Man with all his knowledge cannot
rweoiean fhem, and when he attempts
~ do zo succceds only in making
a complicateu p.ullomr mnre ver-
viexing. - N

When the people of the South es-
tablished :the Coufederacy their
chicf purpose was not to perpetuate
slavery. It was abhorred and con-|
deimned as much by:the South as 1t
was by people elsewhere. Abrah_am
Lincoln did not wage war against
the Confederate States to free the
slaves, and his Emancipation Pro- |
ciamation was intended primarily to
.end the war and to preserve the
Tnion. N

Slavery was wrong, morally,
cially and economically, and the citi-
zens of the Southern States, morc
‘amiliar with its daily aspects, real-

o They knew, too, the hardshipe
wd ihe tragedies of a sudden free-
un that incvitably followed for the
Zirroes, who were not prepared for
Uz rosponsibilities iraposed  upon
»m when freedom came. Misled
and deceived by selfish and un-
feripulous men, many of the liber-
ated  hondsmen thousht {reedom
L . & vosireined Jiborty,
eccnomic tindependence  znd sovial
equality. They looked to the gov-
ernment for ‘“forty acres and a
mule.” Under the leadership of the
“Carpet Baggers”, they were given
political office and power far beyond
their abilities and comprehension.
dere® and there, however, was
found a negro, born in slavery. with
common sense enough to realize that §
with opportunity comes obligations, |
and to discharge these so as to merit
the respect of his fellow man he
must be prepared to make his life
uscful and conducive to self-respect.
Such 2 man was Booker Washing-
ton, and Kentucky produced another
in John William Bate, now at the
age of cighty-five, principal of Bate
High School in Danville, one of the
best Negro schools  in the State.
Prof. Bate, as he is called, and he
has carned the title, has worked uii-
ceasingly for the members of his
race. and is one of Danville’s best [
Cknown and most highly respectod |
citizors, having the rood-will and |
- regard of white and colored pcople g

Se

ES © Tohn Wili

od e fact more clearly than oth- g

; alike.

Bate was born a

Lave, December 22, 1854, on the

plantation of James Smally Rate, on

the old  River Road in Jefferson

County. four miles above Louisville.

The Bate homestead, adjoining the

Zachary Taylor home on the Browns-

boro Road, was among the first Qf

the old homes located along the Ohio

between Louisville and  Prospect.

. Sixty years ago the renowned

“Navrow Gauve steam-ears” stopped

at each of these old-time homes—

Bullitt's, Chrisler’s, Rudd’s, Blanken-

brler’s, and “Woodside”—the Bate

.' place—which eventually passed in-

to the possession of the laie John M.
Athorton. ’

Edward, Phil, Jerry, John and Jar-
- rard Date were sons of James Smal-
239 1y Bate, and all of them were once
\J‘:\f\’) prosperous and well-known to the
Sy citizens of. the neighborhoods along
~he River and Brownsboro Roads.

o~ BACKACHE
b CAUSED BY
Backache may be caused by slug-

gish kidney’s. If excess acid and
“other wastes are not regularly clim-
inated it may also lead to getting
up nights, burning, scanty or {fre-
quent flow, leg or rheumalic pains,
headache or dizziness. Keep kid-
neys active same as bowels. Get a
256c box of Bukets from any drug-
gist. Your 25¢ back in 4 days if not
pleased. Locally at C. L. Davis,
Druggist, LaGrange. 52-3t
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For many years Ed. Bate was a :
miliar figure at the courthouse
Louisville, where he served as
deputy in the sherifi's office. I
brother, Jerry, wuas the baggac
master at the old T, & N, sint
when it was at Tenth and: Mau
Streets. Phil Bate wWas a partner
Col. Iarry Weissenger in g tobace
manufactury in Louisville, whi
was  finally sold to the “lobac
trust” for almost a million dollars.

All of James S. Batc’s sons e
the old home place and went
Louisville, cxcept John. He remaine
on the farm and for many years i
a frequent member of the “counts
club” that.congrcgated, sometimi
at ITarrod's Creck, sumclinies at &
Matthews, then Inown as “Gilman
Paint.”

John Bate's Son, Ciarcucy, o,
called “Squire”, was for many yeca
one of the magistrates of Jeffersc
County, and was once the Master ¢
Harrod’s Creck Masonic Lodge, N
456, as was his son, John T. Bate
The latter was an official in Majc
John H. Leathers’ “Bank of Loui,
ville,” located at Fifth and Maurke
Streets in the old Bull Building. Lix
ing the casy lile of the well-to-d
planter, enriched by the labor «
many slaves, the Bate family or
Joyed a life that has now disay
peared. John Bate, {he father, sper
much of his time and more of )
patrimony at the old Galt House i
Louisville; driving a {cam of apiri
ed thoroughbreds to a bugpy wwitr
out a tep, he made an ixﬁprc:ﬁsiv
appearance on the olq River Roa
as.he crove to town. At home h
:':‘,MLS oren-handed angd liberal. . Th
Dig house” wag ronged wiih vi:
itors at all seasons; there were man
slaves to do tho work, and they wer
well-treated, “They were permitte
AN seours gl o ilze ‘zhiclien
and hogs for themseciv g “avs Pro
Bate, ang carried their own product
to the city for sale, using the nro
ceeds  for their own nceds.  “NM-
mother was g ‘housc-servnnt’, an
was taught to reag and allowed
make preserves and pickles,” anc
."sold them, Ieeping the money fo
ner own use. Then came the “Wa
E(\t\x'een the States,” ang hard time:
I«:n‘ockcd at the doors of all the easy
fomg Southerners, John Eate, pc.r-
haps anticipating the outcome, per.
haps of necessity, gave her Ireedornr
-Eo Prof. Bate's mother and {o hey
tour small children, "That may have
been what they wished, but it was
cruel, nevertheless. They went tc
tpwn, and cxperienced for the first
t_zmo in their lives the responsibili.
tics of this so-called freedom, “Weo

movea to the cily,”  writes Rrof.
Bale, “with one lounge bed, no tabio,
N0 money, and with no help {rom
any source., We slept on the 1loor:

We moved four times in a singlo
year bhocoause mMY rmother conle yias
™V dha rent, 1

thoviolh  alva Talye we
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hard all day and far into the ant,
vashing, cooking, scwing, doing any-
thing and everything to provide for
us. I look back upon these trying
days, wondering how she cver ac-
complished as much.”

Prof. Bates did what he could to
help; his sister died of scarlet fever
and his two brotlrers of small-pox,
abetted, no doubt, by a lack of pron-
er nourishment and medical care.
The “American Missonary Socicty”
with Federal aid sent men and wo-
men from the North into the South
to “protect” the former slaves, and
to teach them. Two of these mis-
sionary teachers became intercsted
in.the little Bate boy, then ten years
‘0old. He had never been to church
or to school, and at first, declined
their efforts to help him. but later
entered the missonary school for a
time. In 1272 Prof 3ate enrolled as
a student in Berea College in Madi-
son County where he spent n
years, teaching summer schools in
Madison during vacations. Ile had
by now learned the importance of
education and the nced of both men-
tal and manual training by the Ne-
groes, il they were to be really free
and independent. In 1831 he grad-
uated with an A. degree, and in
1892 received his ster’ degrce
from Berea. He began teachinz in
Danville that year and has remained
there since. In 1912 the Boyle
County Board of Education buill the
Baic High School, to which additions
have been made, the last just com-
pleted consisting of six rooms to
provide for an industrial department
in which domestic science and man-
ualdiraining will be taught, In build-
ing this latest addition, the Danvile
Chamber of Commeirce has eff{cctive-
1v co-opcrated. Tic school now has
twenty-four rooms, and will be able
to care for a nursery the clemoentary
grades, a High School and an indus-
trial department.

“I am training my boys and girls
for useful lives and good eiti:
ship,” says this cighty-five-year
teacher and genuine philosopher;
want to prepare them for {he wor
they must do when ' they leave
school; cooks and house maids.
home-makers, carpenters and wood-
vorkers are always in demand., I
never teil them to aim higher than

Y can expect to go,” and in that
remark Prof. Bate has expressed a
gircat secret of success. Shakespearc
said “Not failure, but low aims, is

e,” which is well enough, but in
practical life may lead to disaster.;
The one-time slave. boy, now an
honored and respected exponent of
the best of his race, from his train-
ing and experience has so amended
the Bard of Avon's wisdom tha: it
really means something. Kevtucky,
the South and the Mation need more
worthy maa-like Jonn William Ba

IFirst armed- resistaace to British &
rvle o® America was at Old Bruns- .«
wick, N. C.,, November 20, 1765, 1
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From: lilu@cox.net (zariyat)

To: onemlk175@aol.com

Hi Charles,
I hope this will be of interest to you.

Tina

Louisville's First Families -A SERIES OF GENEALOGICAL SKETCHES
Author - KATHLEEN JENNINGS
Published by THE STANDARD PRINTING CO.- Louisville, KY 1920

USGenWeb Project NOTICE:

In keeping with our policy of providing free information on the Internet, data may be used by non-
commercial researchers, as long as this message remains on all copied material. These electronic
pages may not be reproduced in any format for profit, nor for presentation in any form by any other
organization or individual.

"BEHRY HILL”
The Bate home at Clenview, built by James Smalley Bate .
shortly after 1800. The house is a splendid example of farm
colonial architecture and is now owned and cecupied by Mr.
and Mrs. R. Baylor Hickman.
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The Bate Family. Chapter XII.

BERRY HILL" was the Virginia home of James Smalley Bate, and for that
reason the Kentucky pioneer chose that name for his extensive acreage on
the Ohio river, his estate covering the land which is now the suburb of
Glenview, and the Bate residence being the Glenview Farms, home of Mr.
and Mrs. Baylor Hickman.

Dr. James Bate, a surgeon, who emigrated from Yorkshire, England, and
settled in St. Mary's, Maryland, was the father of the Kentucky settler.

Dr. Bate married Susannah Bond, the daughter of James Bond, whose five
sons fought in the Delaware Blues. The Bates removed to what is now
Martinsburg, W. Va., and it was there that on attaining his majority James
Smalley Bate married Lucy Moore Throckmorton, granddaughter of John
Robinson, speaker of the House of Burgesses, and great granddaughter of
Sir Alexander Spottswood, first Colonial governor of Virginia.

When James Smalley Bate and his family came to Kentucky in 1789, their
first location was Harmony Landing on the river above Prospect.

141

They moved shortly to Falls of Ohio, and their first home here was a twelve-
room log house on "Berry Hill." The second house was of brick and stood
about five hundred yards from the third house on "Berry Hill," which was
started shortly after 1800, and is now the Hickman home. The house and
grounds were planned and laid out, a composite of the old Bate place in
Maryland and Virginia.

James Smalley Bate was interested in the civic life of Louisville, and he was
one of the founders of Christ Church Cathedral, and gave the land on which
the church was built. He died in 1834, leaving a large fortune to his seven
children, each receiving 500 acres of the estate. James Smalley Bate is
buried in the old Glenview cemetery and here lies his mother, Susannah
Bond Bate, who was born in 1740. Dr. James Bate died in Virginia during the
Revolution.

The black walnut forest to the side of the homestead furnished the beautiful
wood which is found in the mantels, and the woodwork and floors throughout
the dwelling. The forest itself was uprooted in the Louisville cyclone and the
side of the house was badly damaged also. According to a tradition in the
family, expert carvers were paid $150 apiece for the work on the mantels,
which are exquisite in design. The doors
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for the house were brought on packmules from Virginia, and as the house
was finished before the doors arrived, it was necessary to hang mattresses in
the apertures when the family took possession of the house.

Sunday, April 13, 2003 America Online: onemlk175
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The little attic room in the cupola, high up over the front door, is said to have
been the household bank, and here James Smalley Bate kept the treasure
chest with its stock of gold from which the expenses of the estate were drawn,
and into whose coffers poured the wealth of this substantial and prosperous
landholder, who did so much to advance agricultural pursuits in Jefferson
county.

Gerard Bond Bate inherited the Bate home, "Berry Hill," and he sold it in
1869 to James C. McFerran, who, with his son, John B. McFerran established
a famous trotting horse farm on the Glenview Farms. Later it was the home of
John E. Green, and for some years has been owned by the Hickmans.

John Throckmorton Bate, who was born in 1809 at Berry Hill, and lived to be
eighty-eight years old, spent his life in that vicinity. In 1834, the year of his
marriage, to Eleanor Anne Locke, he built "Woodside" within a mile of his
father's home. The house still standing is a splendid example of the Virginia
farmhouse colonial of white brick. In this house lived three generations
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of Bates, the last owner in the family being John Throckmorton Bate, son of
Clarence Bate and Octavia Zantziger, and grandson of John Throckmorton
Bate.

The name of "Woodside" was changed to "Arden” when the beautiful place
was purchased by Peter Lee Atherton, who continues to make it his year-
around home. Many fine pieces of mahogany furniture bought for Berry Hill
and Woodside are still in possession of the Bate family in Louisville. A
quantity of the family silver was lost in a fire a few years ago.

James Smalley Bate and his wife, Lucy Moore Throckmorton, were the
parents of the following children: Catherine, James Smalley, Robert, Susan,
Lucy, Gerard Bond and John Throckmorton Bate.

Catherine Bate married Henry Washington, a Virginian and close kinsman
of George Washington, who as a very young man left the Old Dominion for
the Kentucky settlements. No other member of his immediate family ventured
this way, and when one of his descendants was seeking an accurate
genealogy of the family it was necessary to make a trip to Virginia to secure
data from the Washington Bibles.

There are three children of Catherine and Henry Washington living at
Irvington, Ky. Mary Washington, who married Theodore Munford,
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recently celebrated her ninetieth birthday:; Georgiana, who married Richard
Herndon, the mother of Jesse M. Herndon, of Irvington, and Bate
Washington, whose wife was Mary Helm. Emmaree Washington, daughter of
Bate and Mary Washington, is the wife of B. Perry Weaver, of Louisville, and
the mother of Ben Helm Weaver, Burton Perry Weaver and Mary Washington
Weaver. =
Glorvine Eugenia Washington, daughter of Henry and Catherine, married
Alfred Harris, and from her is descended a granddaughter, Catherine
Washington Harris, the wife of Dr. Clint W. Kelly. She is the mother of Dr.
Alfred Harris Kelly, whose wife was Amy Gunn Snowden before her marriage;
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Dr. Clint W. Kelly, Jr., Wager Swayne Kelly and Edwin Parson Kelly. Susan
Washington, another daughter, married Dr. Joseph Morrison Tydings, the
Methodist minister, and their son Richard H. Tydings and his wife, Nell
Mansir, with their four children: Joseph Mansir, Anna Ray, Richard, Jr., and
Mary Avery Tydings, make Louisville their home.

Lucy Washington married Junius Alexander, and their son, Dr. Junius B.
Alexander, lives here.

Lucy Bate, who married George Gray, had five children, but left few
descendants. A daughter,
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Lizzie Gray, married Mann William Satterwhite, and was the mother of
George Satterwhite, who married Laura Hays, and of Bessie Satterwhite, the
wife of Walter Stouffer, and mother of Walter Stouffer, Jr.

Mary Gray married Dr. Coleman Rogers, and their only living child is Mary
Rogers, Mrs. William O. Andrews, of St. Louis, and the mother of four
children. William Gray married Nellie Snowden, and has living here one
granddaughter, Eleanor Gray, the wife of Rudolph C. Krauss. Lucy Gray was
never married. Ella Gray, one of the four daughters of Lucy Bate and George
Gray, is the widow of Norbourne G. Gray, and has one son, Coleman Gray,
who makes his home in New York.

Gerard Bond Bate, who inherited the home place, died a bachelor. He was
a Harvard graduate, and a man of great culture and refinement.

John Throckmorton Bate married Eleanor Anne Locke, and had two sons,
Octavius Bate, who died as the result of an accident while a student at Centre
College, and Clarence Bate, who was educated at Brown's, a classmate of
Elihu Root and John Hay.

Clarence Bate married Octavia Zantziger, daughter of Major Richard
Zantziger, and his wife, Mary Bullitt. There were four children of
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this marriage, three living, Octavius L. Bate, a bachelor; John Throckmorton
Bate, who married Margaret Mitchell, and Octavia Zantziger Bate, who is the
wife of. Dr. Clarence Graves, head of the Baptist Mission of the South, at
Nashville.

John Throckmorton and Margaret Bate have two children, Margaret, the
wife of Allen Ford Barnes, of San Antonio, and the mother of Margaret Ford
Barnes, and John Throckmorton Bate, Jr., a student of medicine at University
of Virginia. :

Susan L. Bond Bate married in August, 1826, Richard Taylor Robertson,
the son of Isaac Robertson, who came from Glasgow, Scotland, and his wife
Matilda Taylor, daughter of Commodore Richard Taylor. The Robertsons left
Louisville to make Brandenburg their home. They had thirteen children, and
from one of these, a daughter, Susan Eliza Robertson, a number of Louisville
people are descended. She married her cousin, Richard Alexander Bate, a
son of James Smalley Bate Il, and his wife, Virginia Alexander.

Susan Eliza and Richard Alexander Bate have a daughter and two sons in
the city, Fanny Barbour Bate (Mrs. Theodore S. Drane), Dr. Richard
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Alexander Bate, who married Julia Hornsby Calloway, a descendant of Daniel
Boone's
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companion, Col. Calloway, the Indian fighter, and Virginius A. Bate, who
married Eliza Johnson.

Lucy Moore Throckmorton Bate, another daughter, married Henry Watts
Clark, of Chicago, and James Smalley Bate married Nell Semple, a cousin,
and lives in Henry county.

James Smalley Bate and his wife, Virginia Alexander, had a family of eight
children, and their home was a part of the Glenview Farms. The couple lived
there, died there, and their children are making their home on the land. Two
daughters, Lucy and Ellen Bate, married Major Walker Taylor, Confederate
veteran, and nephew of Gen. Zachary Taylor. From Lucy Bate Taylor, the first
wife, are descended James Taylor and his sister, Virginia Taylor, who live on
the Bate land on the Brownsboro road. Ellen Bate Taylor, the second wife,
leaves three daughters, the Misses Taylor, who also live out on the
Brownsboro road. Another daughter of James Smalley and Virginia Bate is
Virignia Alexander Bate, who lives on a portion of the old farm.

Robert Bate, son of James Smalley Bate and Lucy Moore Throckmorton,
married Fannie Barbour, and had four sons, Gerard Bate, a bachelor; William
Bate, who married Lucy Washington; Philip Bate, whose wife was Helen
Bullitt, and
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Edward Bate, who married Fannie Mayo, and has two children, Rebekkah
Bate Welch, of New York, and Yandell Bate, U. S. A.
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Bate School History
By
H. Kenneth Alcorn
This brief history of Bate school is compiled from copies of documents located at Berea
College, Special Collections Department of Hutchins Library and documents furnished
by the Danville Schools Alumni Association. Some of the documents are copies of
originals in Professor Bate's own hand, accountings taken at the time of an occurrence,
interviews, and retrospective writings by journalists. This accounting of events while
comprehensive is deliberately concise to accommodate the requirements of the program
in which it is published. For a more complete accounting, please review the source
materiel in the Bate High School Alumni Association archives.

Bate Middle School is named in honor of a freed slave, Professor John
W. Bate.

“Fifty-nine years are a long time to work in one place. I could write a
volume about my years of teaching in Danville, but if you would like a
summary in a few words, here it is: I came to the school at 26 and retired
from Bate at 85. I found a one-room school and I left a building of twenty
rooms. I was the one teacher and now there are fifteen. I found six students

and I left a school with 600,

Those are the words of “Danville’s own Booker T. Washington”,
Professor John W. Bate talking to Elizabeth Hagan of the Louisville Courier
Journal® 1n an interview on August 10, 1941.

Professor Bate started his primary education at the age of ten and
entered college at 16. He began teaching in a Danville summer-school
program while still in his undergraduate studies at Berea College in 1879. In
1881, he received his Bachelor’s Degree from Berea and started teaching in

a one-room school in Danville Kentucky.

Following the advice of their white friends, the Danville Colored
citizens had bought land and donated it to the Federal Government sometime
prior to 1868. The Freedman’s Bureau with the help of the American
Mission Association had funded the construction of the one-room school

building that was erected on the property circa 1868.

Knowing that the schools usually consisted of 12 rooms, Professor
Bate believed there was some dishonest use of the funds by the builder,
which accounted for the decrepit building’s small size and inferior



construction. It only measured about 30 feet by 40 feet. Later, two rooms
were added to the hopeless structure.

The Colored People of Danville and the surrounding county following
the example of their white counterparts usually chose private schools to
educate their children. They did not immediately accept the “Common
School of Kentucky”. The Common School was one of four schools in
Danville for Black students at that time. The Boyden school was in the
Black Presbyterian Church on Walnut Street, there was Belle Watson’s
school, and the other was the privately owned Fisher’s Polytechnic on South

Second Street.

Nevertheless, in its first thirteen years, the Common Schoo]
enrollment had grown from six to 300 pupils with an average daily
attendance of 260. During this time, the Common School only included nine
grades and graduate candidates had to pass a state examination to receive
their diplomas. In 1894, there were fifteen candidates for diplomas and nine
of them were successful. In 1896, there were eight graduates from the
school, followed by seven at the 11™ annual commencement in 1897. Other
triumphs during that school year included establishing a school library of
400 volumes and the buying of an organ.

By 1897, the enrollment had reached 372 children. The dilapidated
old frame building quickly became inadequate to accommodate the rapid
student population growth. The school had over 400 hundred children
enrolled by 1907 and the old frame building was in a state of decay.
Consequently, in that year an effort was taken to fund the construction of a
new building. The district Colored People voted the constitutional limit for
school purposes of twenty-five cents on the hundred dollars to fund the

construction.

There were about $150 thousand of taxable property in the district
among the Colored population bringing $800 for three years and a total of
$2,400 from taxation. The vote carried by a whopping eighty percent
showing how willing the black property owners were to tax themselves so
their children could have the advantages of an education. Professor Bate
also raised by private subscription over $500 coming from the Colored
People and he was confident of raising that much more.



Professor Bate expected a liberal assistance from the White People of
the city also. When interviewed by a Danville Messenger® reporter, he had
only approached three of the businessmen in town and had received a
contribution of $100 from each of them.

The County Board of Education appropriated $5,000, which was
supplemented by the $1,900 raised by private pledges to fund the
construction. The new building was built in front of the old frame structure
in 1912 and it was named Bate School. Soon after that, Danville citizens
stopped referring to it as the “Little Common School”. Bate School was
now recognized as one of the best facilities for Colored children in the State
of Kentucky. Thirteen students passed the State examination that year,
permitting them to move into the new high school department taught by
Professor Bate. Eleven were pupils from Danville and two were from

Parksville.

Sometime after accepting the new building, Professor Bate made a
cunning move to establish Bate School in this, as he put it, “aristocratic
community”. Since he did not have Reverend in front of his name and with
Danville being a temperance town, the Baptist having their own private
school “put all sorts of obstacles in my way” said Professor Bate. He said,
the principal even urged him to “give up that little Common School and go
back to Berea”. Professor Bate said “I’ve always liked to fight in a nice
way, so do you know what I did? I employed the daughter of the Colored
Baptist minister (Miss Gertrude Spillman) to be my primary teacher. When
she first showed up to take up her duties, she brought ten little children from
the Baptist congregation with her”. Professor Bate had found his way to win
acceptance of the school in this sophisticated community. Two years later,

the Baptist school folded.

The new high school only consisted of two grade years in 1915. Miss
Spillman taught one and Professor Bate taught the other. In the fall of 1917,
Miss Spillman went to Paducah, Kentucky to teach and Miss Annie
Singleton of Louisville, Kentucky was employed as her successor. Miss
Singleton only stayed one year and a teacher was not hired to replace her.
Therefore, there were no graduates in 1919. Miss Spillman returned to Bate
in the fall of 1919. Miss Spillman married Mr. Sledd in 1921 and would
spend the summers in Paducah with her husband.



Bate School was under the County Board of Education then. In 1921
by a requirement of the State of Kentucky, Bate School became a part of the
Danville School System. As the enrollment increased and teachers were
added, the High School was increased to four years. The building was
enlarged again in 1927 with the addition of four classrooms, a gymnasium,
and a principal’s office.

A 1939 interview published in the Danville Messenger® characterizes
Professor Bate, of the Phi Delta Literary Society, as “being highly educated.
But instead of inspiring the Colored boys and girls to become college
graduates and training them for the professions in competition with white
people, he endeavors to train them in the work they will be called upon to do
when they leave school, such as domestic science, carpentry, and woodwork.
He 1s now working toward having an industrial department added to the
school along with domestic science”.

Professor Bate appeared before the Danville Chamber of Commerce
in 1939 seeking the cooperation of the city businessmen to work with him to
reestablish the industrial department at the school at an estimated cost of
$10,000. He explained, at one time the school had an industrial and
domestic science department that was a model for other schools. But for the
lack of room, it was discontinued in 1927. The students had won many of
the prizes offered by the Kentucky Negro Education Association in manual
training work, woodwork, chair bottoms, canning, and the like. Professor
Bate was successful in gaining the businessmen’s support.

Although it could not be confirmed by this author’s research,
Professor Bate is believed to be a member of the Omega Psi Phi (Y PQ)
Fraternity. His association to this group is evidenced by his adopting of its
colors (Purple & Gold) and mascot (Bulldog) as symbols of Bate School.

Further evidence that bears this out is his association with
Dr. Carter G. Woodson the founder of what is now known as Black History
Month. It was at the Conclave that elected the Eight Grand Basileus, that
Carter G. Woodson inspired the establishment of National Achievement
Week to promote the study of Negro life and history. Dr. Woodson is a
Berea alumnus and renown member of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternal Order.



Continuing in the tradition of their predecessors, it was not unusual
for Bate graduates upon completion of their under-graduate studies to return
to Dear O’le Bate to teach those that came after them.

In 1941 with his sight growing dim Professor Bate retiring from Bate
School, passed the mantle to a Bate graduate, Mr. Hannibal E. Goodloe. Mr.
Goodloe served as advisor and administrator of Bate School for the first five
years of his tenure. He was very innovative and worked for the
improvement of the school. The Batesonian School Annual was his idea and
the Chatterbox school paper was published. Under his supervision,
woodwork was restored and the Business Department was added. When he
was appointed principal in 1946, he served in that capacity until 1950 when
he was succeeded by Professor William Summers, still another Bate

alumnus.

Professor Summers’ education philosophy was to make good citizens.
During his administration in 1953 an addition to the building costing over
$200,000 was completed, again placing the Bate School facilities among the

best in the state.

Also, in the mid 50’s, following the Brown V, Board of Education
Supreme Court Decision and the 1954 -- Civil Rights Act, a revolutionary
change in the way Black youth were educated began to occur in Danville.
The move was to an integrated school system. This proved to be the most
profound change in the history of the school. The gradual shift caused the
black community to seemingly loose a part of its 1dentity.

While still under Professor Summers’ supervision, Bate High School
was discontinued in 1964. The students joined the Danville School system
both in the Elementary and High School grades. Three Bate Schoolteachers
joined the faculty of Danville High School. The Bate School building was
razed, a new one constructed and an integrated Bate Middle School was
opened in 1978. The portrait of the man who was for the most part
responsible for the school’s success hangs in the entrance hall.

Professor Bate passed the Bate School legacy to us on Saturday,
September 8, 1945. A legacy that should be celebrated protected and

enhanced. May 28, 1999



‘has twenty.

She did ot have a cent of monay and had no plans for the fut
W

Trom Conrler Jourmal - Sunday, Augusb 10, 1941

"3aa7ille Has Ita Own Dookar To faahlngton,"By Hlizaboih Tagan

Mmost any day you pass along Bussoll 3i¢reet in Danvlilla, Ky., you'll
£ind "2 Kdndly, dlgniflsd Vegro, with gray halr and mustachs, 2olding ¢owrd on

- da front porch, from which ha greets, and recelves greeiings Trom, Tegro ead
‘white passersby aliks. ’

Ha i3 Frof. John V. Bate, Lantucky’s own Rookar T. Jashinr‘tong 7o .1?3 o3
oldeat living alummis of Bersa Collage and the genlus bohlnd the tullding of
Danvilla'ls famous Bats School for Mzgro boys ard glrls. It i3 a long span of

Rer'mcky and racial MWstory hs surveya, ranging from the yezars ha apant as a

froad slave"striving to f;imi food for kda mother in %ha atrsstis ol Lounisvillsa,
%0 the happy day in Juna of 1941 7hon his poriralt was mng in the Baits School
hall of fama. ‘ R R -
Tha Rata School isf W2 1ifs, for 1% way fifdy-nina years az
cams %o 1t fresh from Bsrea Cqllezs. Ths selrool had ons Toom im 1
had one Gaacher; t\day it h&w 63 ..1:03.'131321' wa3 als
studonis; today 1t numbers 6C0. How did thds all ccma adout?  The pillodovhy
of 1¢s agsd vatriareh {3 rovealing

pes

#1032 almays fought 12 a nica wgy %o gju ahat I've wanted for my pevple,”
Lo sxplains, "ard I've alwoys used dizlomacgy.? Yo thess statemenis of vrinsisls
he 2dds that "Illgotten galna always bring unhappine 33" o

‘Professor Bate 19 glad to tracs the saga of his De0} pla in Xentucky through
a rocounting of his arperisncss Ifrom his chlldnood as 2 sla7s on a favm nee?
Louisville to tho day when the young psopls of his race attend modern schools
prosided over by trained ‘%a«:ha:f'ss W‘ha  years have tobded his memory of fevw
datalls of the Firat hard ysars g after | a f’*’&oin“ of tha glavad, ‘

TREEDOM CQUMES AT 9

fO

T wag born at dhe Pals farm olz mlles from Lenlavilla on ihs 911 River
Road," he bngins. Bher I was 9 vears old, the poaclzzm?‘on of M. Idnenln, on
Jamery, 1883, emsed a steaapsda of ‘Eog,?ms tovard 211 tho lavger eltien in ’~“O

South. My monbe“ Jo:?.nsd thlis emdns with her 1iittle Dmon which mu
boys and ons girl, of wrom I was tha only one %o survive sz

"7¢ finally resched Leulevikle— mnd 4% cwf*w-ly“.ﬂ:"af:?‘au wlin 8la7as
They wers living in collavrs, barnd, abttles and 21l soris of oni-0T=thoeway plasges
30 wa faolt 7o wera fortunata when wa werse able to rend a mizserable b:—:m room
Halrut Streat nesr Hancook. Wa had 11tils furolture except 2 lounze on wilch oy
mother slept. Wa four childran slapt on quilis on the floov.

fegom wo wore foreed Yo movs. TYoun kwow why.! Frofessor Pats, looking bask
0782 45 ¥y9ars can smilas at thelr sarly misfortunss. "o flrally found a room
back of & Store on Walmis Strest nsar Crasn Sitree’, nov called Liberty. This
#23 a vory unforinnate movs for water zasved 1n on ths floor of thls woom and
tood 1n puddles. My slster contracited soma sory of fever from living in this
git

tuation thab proved fatal

[55] z_;

g maved nexd Yo an office in a gtabla. It Peally was an offics in noms
only Tor 1% was dard, voorly ventilated snd unbelisvedly divty. ¥y mother
abtempbod %0 maks 1% move livadle by paperlaz the walls with old nevivoners and



= D oa

and scrubbing 873y thdng she cowld gat her hands on. At the same time ghe wag
7orking to suppory the family--wahing, ironing, cooking, cleardnz. o ons slopt
on ths flooT now for wo had sscursd a sacond lounga from soms sourca.' .
Frofasaor 2ate psuses a moment in his rarratlve emd them contimes, Toust
23 things 339med to bo ging well, disaster 3tTuck again. Ny mother took the smalle
pPoZx. Fa nover knew when shs had bean opodad to ths diseass, but 1% was Irevalsan?y
in Loviaville in those daya. My two 1itile brothers wers stricken ard soon died,
tet my mother was lefs an invalld afisr ths horridle malady had run 1¢s eourse. I
helped %0 nurse ths femily during the opldemic but did not taks the didsase. Yeors
later I was vacelnated tut the vaccination was no% effective so I must have always
bsen immung.

"Since my mothsr ecounld no longsr g out to work, we were foreed to exisy on
2cTape out of garbags pails, ard wilted vegetables thrown evay by the white reopla.
I remember fighting over a particularly nice fragment of meat I had %3ean firsi,!
for the cnildren I ran with wore 83 destitade az I was.

"0na of my companions waseall sd "Bonas” for he felt that all ths bonss ia
ths zarbags ware his speclial proverty. Another ws called ?Meat Sdn? a3z that ms
bl choiea of fond. I waz callsd '7atty,? g0 what I ate mist have agrasd wiin
me."  Professor Ratg laughs hoartily ab the pleturos hs conjurses up in his mindgls
e7e of a fat 1ivtle Jezro hunting garbags in the 21lsys of Iounlsvilla,.

STRAL FROM FARMZRS

Ny firss job," he contlmes, "vas the feeding of zeesa for a Jewlsh family
named Levi, who 1ived on ths scuth sids of Markst Sirest. I received ® centd a
7oel for my labor and as 14 only took an hour or iwo a day, I 20t othsr gdd Jobae
I worked hard 4o SUppoTh ny mother and myself; I didn'f do 1% very @wall, buy we
lived. Onsz of our most cherished pesssssions a3 thiz time was a monksy stovy
with 70 ecaps on top. ' :

L

"y friends and I stle vegatables from the farmews? producs wagzsyns whils
they wars wnleosding on Marksed Sirest. I hadn't been tauzht 14 was wrong %o aieal,
I had just acceptad Stealing along wifa the other things in my existsnca, Thy
farmers wors really very kind %o ths colored boysz ard would glve u3 vegatables if
We aswed Por %hem. Oncs I lived tkree months on Tew vezatables and becams very
fond of beets, carrots and cabbaga. Idid not kmow it then but I was geoiting a -
good supoly of vitamins. : '

"Toite missionaries from ths North 7ers mow coming to Iouisville to oren
scroola for the frased Hegroes, slnea there had baan o education for my peopla
up %o that tlme. Thess missionariea world hold schools in bassmants, emraehass
o any vecent tullding they comld £ind.

"0ne day a missionary ceuzht me steall ng on Markst Street. I waz so dirty
she couldn’t %ell whether T was white or black so she sent m2 to a coal shad
97 a bath. ¥hen I cams cut, 8he tcokme o a school locatad on Fifsasenth Gtreatd
Detween Walmi} and Grayson, quite a distance from my homas-

"Professor Poding was principal of this school, tut 2 Mlss Stephens of ,
7isconain was my favorite teachsr. I liked belng in school and trlad to dn what
.7a3 expacted of mao.

- . P 969 btut £ 1
"I went %o school to thess missionaries in 1855, 167, 163 and 769 but ;zm 7
5 | IV, D D D) 1 o ) L2
it bscmss Miss Xate Gllbert, a teacher who had been very kind io ms, 1f
Louisvills for RBeres Colleza. '

"l sald, M1 follow her if I have to £ to work," so that is exactly whab I

isg
Ad. T woricea iz a tobacco factory durinz 187071 ard saved mo3t of my monsy for



oy education at Berea.

- "The boys aroumd the plent would gamble on Saturday by putting twenty shiny
niclkels (nickels hed just come in use in 1871) in 2 jeackpot, then each would take
a mmber of throws with the dice. One Saturdzy I hit the Jackpot twice 8o I had
forty nickels in my old greessy cap snd went in Triedmon’s Berle where I kept my
accounts I8on,' the cashier said when he checked my moneay, 'you will never have
any luck with money you win gembling.’ He was right for the bank did f2il before

I finished my eduneation.

"Iwas in Berea nine year in sll. At that time tuitlon was $3 per month and
board was $6, wo I would havs hzd enough money from my %wo years! lator to last
four years if the bank had not failed. As it wes I worked at anything--sawed
wood, white-washed, rang the college bells."

Professor Bate was honored by the Berea Mumni in February, 1941, as the
oldest living graduate of that instifution, having received his A. B. degree in
18681 and his . A. degree ten years later. ‘

® 9@ 0eoce@0 s 00

"Wishing to serve my peopls by %teaching, I sent oubt ten aprlicaticas for posi-
tions snd I had sight favorabls replies. You wonder why I chose Danville out of
the eight? Well, thers were two reasons: It was a collegs town, Centrs College
and Caldwell Collags were there at that time; 21so it wes a temperance town. Thers
were no groy ghops in Danville.

¥hen I arrive&ﬂ%oma I found a ons-room school that had been buili by ths
Frosdmen's Suresu ubler the direetion of John O, FHoward, dirsctor of the buresu.
Tom remember the Frsedmen's Buremu was created by an act of (ongress just followe
ing the War Batween the States. The school was not even popular among the Hagroes,
for they followed the white pesple of Danville in thelr admiration of ths privats
sehgol. Too, the colared people suspected that z teacher without Reverend dbefore
his neme would not amount to muchs :

“Tha Baptists had thelr ewn private school and the principal of that schoel
rut all sorts of ebstacles in my way. Ee even urged me to give up 'that little
cormon dchool! and go on back to Bersae. '

"1y always 1lked to fight in a nice way, so, 4o you know what I did? I eme
pleyed the daughter of the colored Baptist minister to bs my primary teacher. The
first dey she cama to teke up her dutles she brought ten little children of ths
. Baptish congregation with her. In two years® time the Bapiidfschool went out of
“existence. Don®s you see, you must always use diplomaey.

"The firat two years I faught in Danvills the school term lasted only thres
moaths and I recelved $80 as my sntire salary. The third yeer I taught the term
wag extended to six monthse<later to seven, then elght and now nins.

APifty-nine years ars a long tim t work in ons plass. I could write a
volume about my years of teaching in Danville, bui if you would like a summary in
a very few words here if 1sg ‘

91 ceme o the school at 28 and retired frem Bata School at 85.
¥I fourd a one-room school and I laft a building of twenty rooms.
"I was the one teacher and now thers are fifiesn.

1 found sixz gtudents 2nd I 1aft a school wiih 600.7



CoAY e N o idede, Jolom cU.

J.W. Bate, one ofthe early graduuates of Berea, is a credit to Berea, as his
life achievements show. He worked Mhis way through college during the hard
years after the Civil War, and since then has made a name for himself at
Danville, where he established the Bate High School, one of the best
schools for Negro boys and girls in Kentucky. He has done much for the
colored people and is interested in their progress.

At this time he is intent upon establishing an Industrial Department
in the high school, to parallel with the Domestic Science Department.

The Alumnus, 1939, December
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The §trength And Achievements
Of Professor John W. Bate

Some Called Him Danville’s “Booker T. Washington”

By Elizabeth Hagan - 1941
Courier-Journal Sunday Magazine

Imost any day you pass along Russell Street in

Danville, Kentucky, you'll find a kindly, digni-

fied Negro, with gray hair and mustache, hold-

ing court on his front porch, from which he greets and

receives greetings from Negro and white passers-by
alike.

He is Prof. John W. Bate, Kentucky’s own Booker

T. Washington, who is the oldest

modern schools presided over by trained teachers. The
years have robbed his memory of few details of the first
hard years, after the freeing of the slaves.
Freedom Comes At Nine
“I was born at the Bate farm, six miles from

Louisville, on Old River Road,” he began. “When I was

nine years old, the proclamation of Mr. Lincoln, in
January 1863, caused a stampede of Negroes toward all
the larger cities in the South. My mother joined this
exodus with her little brood, which numbered three
boys and one girl, of whom I was the

living alumnus of Berea College
and the genius behind the build-
ing of Danville’s famous Bate
School for Negro boys and girls. It
is a long span of Kentucky and
racial history he surveys, ranging
from the years he spent as a freed
slave striving to find food for his
motherin the streets of Louisville,
to the happy day in June of 1941
when his portrait was hung in the
Bate School Hall of Fame.

The Bate School is his life, for
it was 59 years ago that he first
came to it fresh from Berea Col-
lege. The school had one room in
1882; today it has 20. It had one
teacher; todayithas 15.Its enroll-
ment was six students; today it
numbers 600. How did this all
come about? The philosophy of its
aged patriarch is revealing:

“I've always fought in a nice
way to get what I've wanted for my

In the days when Professor Bate began teach- .
ing most schools were primitive in comparison
with today. However, during his lifetime Bate
saw vast improvements of schools for both
white and black students. Above is a typical
school for black students about 1910.

only one to survive these first hard
years. She did not have a cent of
money and had no plans for the
future.

“We finally reached Louisville
and found it already overrun with
Negroes. They were living in cel-
lars, barns, attics, and all sorts of
out-of-the-way places; we felt for-
tunate when we were able torenta
miserable back room on Walnut
Street, near Hancock. We had little
furniture, except alounge on which
my mother slept. My brothers, sis-
ter, and I slept on quilts on the
floor.

“Soon we were forced to move.
You know why.” Professor Bate,
looking back over the years can
smile at their early misfortunes.
“We finally found a room in back of
a store on Walnut Street, near
Green Street; now called Liberty.
This was a very unfortunate move

people,” he explains, “and I've al-
ways used diplomacy.” To these statements of principle
he adds that “Ill-gotten gains always bring unhappi-
ness.” ‘

Professor Bateis glad totrace the saga ofhis peoyie
in Kentucky through a recounting of his experiences
from his childhood as a slave on a farm near Louisville,
to the day when the young people of his race attended

for water seeped in on the floor of
this room and stood in puddles. My sister contracted
some sort of fever from living in this situation that
proved fatal. ,

“We moved next to an office in a stable. 1 really
was an office in name only for it was dark, poorly
ventilated, and unbelievably dirty. My mother attempted
to make it more livable by papering the walls with old

Calhoun, Kentucky was briefly captured by a band of Confederate guerrillas during the Civ ’War, in 1862. |




Sketch depicts a young John Bate atan early stage in his wonderful teaching career. His
is truly a story that should never be forgotten. In September of 1941 he was invited to New
York City to appear on CBS Radio’s “We The People,” a nationally broadcasted show.

The famed educator told his story to the nation.

I remember fighting over a particu-
‘larly nice fragment of meat I hac
‘seen first,” for the children I rar
with were as destitute as I was.

“One of my companions was
called ‘Bones’ for he felt that all the
bones in the garbage were his spe:
cial property. Another we callec
‘Meat Skin’ as that was his choice o1
food. I was called ‘Fatty,” so what ]
ate must have agreed with me.’
Professor Bate laughs heartily at
the picture he conjures up in his
mind’s eye of afatlittle Negro, hunt-
ing garbage in the alleys of Louis-
ville.

Steal From Farmers

“My firstjob,” he continues, “was
the feeding of geese for a Jewisk
familynamed Levi, wholived on the
south side of Market Street: I re-
ceived 50 cents a week for my labor
and as it took only an hour or two a
day, I got other odd jobs. I worked
hard to support my mother and
myself; I didn't do it very well, but
we lived. One of our most cherished
possessions, at this time, was s
monkey stove with two caps on top

“My friends and I stole veg:
etables from the farmers’ produce
wagons, while they were unloading
on Market Street. I hadn’t been
taught it was wrong to steal. I had
just accepted stealing along witk

newspapers, and scrubbing everything she could get

her hands on. At the same time she was working to
support the family; washing, ironing, cooking, and clean-
ing. No one slept on the floor now for we had secured a
second lounge from some source.”

Professor Bate pauses a moment in his narrative
and then continues, “Just as things seemed to be going
well, disaster struck again. My mother took the small-
pox. We never knew when she had been exposed to the
disease, but it was prevalent in Louisville, in those
days. My two little brothers were stricken and soon
died, but my mother was left an invalid after the
horrible malady had run its course. T helped tonurse the
family during the epidemic, but did not take the disease.
Years later I was vaccinated, but the vaccination was
not effective so I must have always been immune.

“Since my mother could no longer go out to work,
we were forced to exist on scraps out of garbage pails
and wilted vegetables thrown away by the white people.

the other things in my existence
The farmers were reaily very kind to the Negro boys and
would give us vegetables if we asked for them. Once ]
lived three months on raw vegetables and became very
fond of beets, carrots, and cabbage. I did not know it
then, but I was getting a good supply of vitamins.

“White missionaries from the North were now
coming to Louisville to open schools for the freed Ne-
groes, since there had been no education for my people
up tothattime. These missionaries would hold school it
basements, churches, or any vacant building they coulc
find.

“One day a missionary caught me stealing or
Market Street. I was so dirty she couldn’t tell whethe:
I was white or black, so she sent me to a coal shed for ¢
bath. When I came out, she took me to a school locatec
on 15th Street, between Walnut and Grayson qulte
distance from my home.

“Professor Robins was the plmmpal of this school
but a Miss Stephens of Wisconsip was my favorite

We are (ii_scifeét sheej we 'Wéit- to .sgé”'h'o;v‘ the drove is going, an




Louisville for Berea College

“Isaid, Tl follow her ifI have to go to Work sothat

is- exactly what T did. I worked in a tobacco factory
-dunng 1870-71: and saved most of : my money for ‘my.
educatxon at Berea.

“The boys around the plant would gamble on Sat-
urday by putting 20 shiny nickels (nickels had just come
in use in - 1871) in a Jjackpot, then each would take a
number of throws with the dice. One Saturday I hit the
jackpot twice so I had 40 nickels in my old greasy cap
and went in Friedmans Bank, where I kept my account.
‘Son,’ the cashier said when he checked my money, ‘you
willnever have any luck with money you win gambling.”

He was right for the bank did fail before I fmlshed my’ | .nc

educatlon

Students Dldn't"smoke

'way with a lantern to the little box-like chapel that

stood on the hill. The walls of this early chapel had the |

thickness of oné plank, which often failed to prevent the -
wmtry wind from takmg part in the ‘inside activities.’

- “So strong was the Christian faith of the faculty
members of that day, though Idonot believe there were
any rules forbidding- smokmg or the use of intoxicating
liquors, that in all my nine years at Berea I never saw
an mtox.lcated student or one usin g tobacco in any form

at that tlme als'o 1t wasa temperance town. There weré
no grog shops'i in ‘Danville;

“When I arrived in town, I found a one- room school *

‘thathad been built bythe Freedmen’s Bureau. underthe
. direction of John O. Howard, director of the Bureau
* You remember the Freedman’s-Bureau was created by
an act of Congress just following the War Between The
States. The school was not even popular among the
Negroes, for they followed the white people of Danville

=1 in therr dmlratlon ofthe prlvate school Too ,the.N egro

A W +He: even urged m

' “Iremember President E. H. Fairchild wendinghis -

"peopl' Sp h

The Baptlsts had their own private school and the
principal.of that school put:all sorts of obstacles m my

Fathers Day Ts

A Gift Subser:ptlon
To The |

Makes A Nlce Father s Day Gift.
One You Father Will Enjoy The
Whole Year Long.
See Page 111

. For Ordering Details. ™
Some Back Issu 4 Are Also Avallable.

u. S. Senator and Secre_tary_o_f,the-'?l‘reas_ury, John G. Carlisle, ttv‘a:s:'_b September 5, 1 835, in CaxnpbellCounty.




. Balance on-hand April lst, 19L4o-

—e 29, 399,04

Total received during the month-- -ccecomemeveeoea= 812081

Total of balance and receiptg—————- -$30,216.35 bt
Total disbursed during the month---cece—ceemeeeau=$7,266,01 res
‘Balance on hand at close of the month---e=eeme———- $22,950.84 cE

Superintendent Birckhead submitted a recommendation fer the approva
of the following teachers and employees of the Board of Education f
the year 1940-1941. It was moved by Dr. Allen, seconded by Mr. Ersk
that Superintendent’'Birckhead's recommendation be accepted and that
teachers as listed below be elected with the salary as recommendeds

Mr. Edward F.Birckhead, Superintendent Danville City Schools §3,60
Paul B.Boyd, Principal. $3,000.00 7 '

Danville H;gh School.

Miss Pansy Dinkle.
Miss Elizabeth Hagan
Miss Lillian F.Bosley
Mrs. Irene S.May -

Mr. S.R.Cummins

Miss Lois Drake
Mr.W.T.Griffin

Mr. Henry C.Lair .
Miss Virginia A.Bradley
Miss Edna F.Woford

Mr. Charles E.Allen
Miss Susie L.lLanier
Miss Fleece K.Robinson
Mr. Ernest Woford

Mrs. Georgetta W.Evans
Mr. Harry Fitzpatrick
Mr. J.R.Mountjoy

Mr. Stanley F.Kozarski
Miss Mary Adams

Miss Charlotte F.Smith.
Mr. Carl Vannoy

Miss Reva Kemp

Mr. William M.Bsker
Miss Josephine Moore
Mrs, S.R.Cummins.

Miss Mary G.Hogsett.
Mr. Joe Hibbs

BROADWAY SCHOOL.,

$1,320.00
$1’216.oo

$900.00
$1,101.80

1,200.00 °

1,080.00
1,296.00

900,00
1,116.00
$900.00
1, 248,00
1,080.00
1,116.00
1,360.00

97350
1, 000,00
1,819.44
1,100.00
1,650.,00
1,056.00
1, 200,00
1,056.00
1,100.00
1,020.00
1, 000,00
1, 000.00
1,000.00

liiss Jennie Rogers,Prin:$1;300.00

M$ aa WMartha R.EVersole.

l, 092'00

MAPLE AVENUE SCHOOL.

Mrs., Edna Lanier Toliver, %rinc% res
‘ : 1,3 ‘
Miss Mattie Sallee. 1,1 Fie
Miss Loulse Ralnes. 96044
Miss Elizabeth.IkCheek. 9Teabrad
Mrs. Mary N.Wilder '1,008,6 o3
Mrs. Una A Wycoff 1, 008, o1
Miss Nancy Thompson. 1,029
Mrs. Christine M.Vaughn. 988k <
Mrs. Edith A.Woberil 1,053y
Miss Emily Reeves 810,80
Miss Margaret L.Ross. : 8004, ..
Miss Eva Smith. 1,118.¢
Miss Mary Ellen Duncan. 1,024
Miss Vermell Wise. 92k
Mr. Donald May 900
BATE SCHOOL, COLORED.
‘John W.Bate,Prin.Emeritus. $600
H.E.Goodloe, Principal. 900
Maggie Jones 709
Margaret Andrews R @
Lillian Caldwell - 139
Susie Fish 735
Franklyn Fisher. 632
Florine Ingram. ’ B
Frances Richardson. 625
Melinda Poneghy. 79

Elizabeth Mitchell. 615,8
Gertrude 8ledd. 867“'



LMOST any day you pass along Itussell Stiect i
Danville, Ky.,' you'll find a kindly, dignified
Negro, with gray hair and mustache, holding court on
his front porch, from which,K he greets, and. receives
greetings from, Negro and wh,lte passersby alike,
He is Prof. John W, Bate, Kentucky's own Booker
‘. Washington, who s the oldest living alumnus of

Berea College and\the genlus behind thée: building of -
Danville’s famous Bate School-for Negro boys and girls, ..

It is a long span of Kentucky and. racial history he
_ surveys, ranging from the years he spent as a freed
slave striving to find food for his mother in the streets
of Louisville, to the happy day in June of 1941 when
his portrait was hung in the ‘Ba_te School hall of fame.

' The Bate School is his life, for it was fifty-nine
years ago that he first came to it fresh from Berea
College. The school had one room in 1882; today it has
twenty. It had one teacher; today it has fifteen. Its
enrollment was six students; today it numbers 600. How
did this all come about? . The philosophy of its aged
patriarch is revealing:’ _

“I've always fought in a nice way to get what I've
wanted for my people,” he explains, “and I've always
used diplomacy.” To these statements of principle he
adds that “Illgotten gains always bring unhappiness.”

Professor Bate is glad to trace the saga of his people
in Kentucky through a recounting of his experiences
from his childhood as a slave on a farm near Louisville
to the day when the young people of his race attend
modern schools presided over by trained teachers. The
years have robbed his memory of few details of the
first hard years after the freeing of the slaves.

Freedom comes at 9

“I was born at the Bate farm six miles from Louis-
- ville on the Old River Road,” he begins. “When I was
9 years old, the proclamation of Mr. Lincoln, on January,
1863, caused a stampede of Negroes toward all the
larger cities in the South, My mother joined this exodus
with her little brood, which numbered three boys and
one girl, of whom I was the only one to survive these
first hard years. She did not have a cent of money
and had no plans for the future. '

“We finally reached Louisville and found it a]ready
overrun with slaves. They were living in cellars, barns,
attics and all sorts of out-of-the-way places, so we felt
we were fortunate when we were able to rent a miser-

able back rocn on Walnut Street near Hancock. We °

had little fu:v iture except a lounge on which my mother
slept. We {vur children slept on quilts on the floor.

~ “Soon we were forced to move., You know why.”

. Professor Bate, looking back over the years can smile
BY their early misfortunes.

' choice of food.

T N A I E N T S S O R I O R [ (RN R [T .
Years later I was vaccinaled but the vaccination was uot !
effective so I must have always been immune, l

il

“Since my mother could no longer go out to work,

.we were forced to exist on scraps out of garbage,peils, "

and wilted vegetables thrown away by the white !
people, 1 remember fighting over a particularly nice |

- fragment of meat I had ‘seen flrst, for the Lhi)dxen §

I ran with were as destitute as I was, . . >
“One of my companions was called 'Bones’ lor\he felt
that all the bones in the garbage were his®special prop- !
erty. Another we called ‘Meat Skin' as that was his i
I was called ‘Fatty, so0 what I ate must:
have agreed with me.” Professor Bate laughs heartilyl
at the picture he conjures up in his mind's eye of a fat’
little Negro hunting garbage in the alleys of Louisville.

Steal from farmers -

“My firsi job,” he continues, '“was the feeding ot!
geese for a Jewish family named Levi, who lived on the ,
south side of Market Street. 1 received 50 cents a week |
for my labor and as it only took an hour or two & day,
I got other odd jobs. I worked hard to support my
mother and myself; I didn’t do it very well, but we
lived. One of our most cherished possessions at this
time was a morkey stove with twe - aps on top.

“My friends and I stole vegetables from the farmers’
produce wagons while they were unloading on Market
Street. I hadn't been taught it was wrong to steal. [
had just accepted stealing along with the other things
in my existence. The farmers were llea]ly very kind |

- to the colored boys and would give us vegetables If we !

asked for them. Once I lived three months on raw |
vegetables and became very fond of beets, carrots and
cabbage. I did not know it then but I was getting a

good supply of vitamins. ‘
“White 1nissionaries from the North were now coms= |
ing to Louisville to open schools for thie freed Negroes, !

VETERAN

FR

| EDYCATO,

“We finally found 2 room 1 '

back of a store on Walnut Street near Green Street, |

now called Liberty. This was a very unfortunate move
for water seeped in on the floor of this room and stood
My sister contracted some sort of fever !

in puddles,
. from living in this situation that proved fatal,
“We moved next to an office In a stable.

- her hands on.

‘a second lounge from some source.”

~ Professor Bate pauses a moment in his narrative
and then continues, “Just as things seemed to be going
well, disaster struck again,

pox. We never knew when she had been expdsed' to .

the disease, but it was prevalent in Loulsville in those *

days. My two little brothers were stricken and soon

died, but my mother was left an invalid after the hore
i [ 1 1 : . [

It really:
was an office In name only for it was dark, poorly \
ventilated and unbelievably dirty. My mother attempted
to make it more livable by papering the walls with old :
newspapers and scrubbmg everything she could get :
At the same time she was working to .
- support the family—washing, ironing, cooking, clean- i e ‘

ing. No one slept on the floor now for we had secured .

My mother took the small- ;|
hib }wnor said that for

“the K.N.E.A. Journal of 1935. A high tribute was" paid Py
‘ ‘ story al
‘of the Ba.te High School, nam

z
g

' Bate veteran éd cator

pﬁ&red on the outside cover of thel October-November - issue

ate in a story ofhls life’s
‘Bate who- is principal
: my
dent supporter ¢f the K.N.F.

work at' Danville. The

m the state. Prof. Bate who is noow close to 86 years old vix

"the Leader office this week while at!,endmg the
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‘e fhere had been ho edr _ . or nry
t time. These missloharies would hold schools in
ements, churches or any.vacant building they could
l. . /' . - .o . .

‘One day ‘& ‘missionary caught me stealing on Market
et. ¥'Was so dirty she couldn’t tell whether I was

te or' black so she sent me to a coal shed for a bath,

en I came out, she took me to a school located on

eenth Street beiween Walnut and Grayson, quite

isttnce from my home. .

‘Prufessor Robins was principal of this school, but
iss Stephens of Wisconsin was my favorite teacher.
ked being in school and tried to do what was ex-

jed of me. :

T weat to school to these misslonarles in 1866, '87,

and ’69 but finally quit because Miss Kate Gilbert,

:acher who had been very kind to me, left Louls-

: for Berea College. '

‘I said, 'I'l follow her if I have to go to work,’ so
is exactly what I did. 1 worked in a tobacco fac-
during 1870-71 and saved most bt
education at Berea,

‘The boys around the plant would gamble on Satur-

by putting twenty shiny nickels (nickels had just -

e in use in 1871) in a jackpot, then each would take
imber of throws with the dice. One Saturday 1 hit
jackpot twice so I had forty nickels in my old greasy
and went in Friedman’s Bank where I kept my ac-
it. ‘Sen,’” the cashier said when he checked my
&Y, ‘you wiil never have any luck with money you

' High Honor For Danville
Teacher Of Rehown— :
1! Tonight at 7 o'clock, Prof. Jéhn y
W. Bate, Principal Emertus of the
‘ Bate *High School, of this city,
I will speak over a natioitwide hook-

JJup on “We, The People” program ‘ ,
“Ilout of New York. You will hear k
Ihim over WHAS at the - above g

time. Prof Bate was sent for by
New York Radio people to come
: -|there and deliver his talk. Only a
5 fow weeks ago the Courier-Jour-
nal ran a full page eulogy on this
distinguished teacher, who it wiil )
. be recalled started life as a slave i
i and all aleng this long, wecary
| way. which was studded with %
prickly paths, all sorts of draw- -
backs, hardships, ete., he, emerged
a citizen, whom “We, the White P
People,” can point to with justi- oot
fiable pride. The page that the ‘ 1
Courier-Journal devoted to him,
fwas run in colors, and the very i
splendid all-coverage story of the :
life of this former slave was writ-
i{ten by Miss -Elizabeth Hagan, a
‘ ‘ brilliant teacher in the Danville
- |High School. Danville will listen
[in this evening with a bit of un-
usual pleasure and pride al what
v the Professor shall have to say. R

péople up to }"}'&'ln ganibling.’

my money for .

e e Y )N e e—————
" fore I finished my education, )

“I was in Berea nine year in all. At that time tuition
was $3 per month and board was $6, 50 I would have
had enough money from my two years' labor to last
four years if the bank had not failed. As it was I worked
at anything—sawed wood, white-washed, rang the cole
lege bells.” .

Professor Bate was honored by the Berea Alumni in
February, 1941, as the oldest living graduate of that in-
slitution, having received his A. B. degree in 1881 and
his M. A, degree ten years later, -

L3

Students didn’t smolce

“I remember President E. H. Fairchild wending his
way with a lantern to the little box-like chapel that stood
on the hill” The walls of this early chapel had the thick-

ness of one plank, which often failed to prevent the .

wintry wind from taking part in the ‘inside aclivities.’

“So strong was the Christian faith of the fdculty
members of that day—though I do not believe there were
any rules forbidding smoking or the
liquors—that in all my nine years at Berea | never saw
an intoxicated student or one using tobacco in any form,

“Wishing to serve my people by teaching, I sent out
ten applications for positions and 1 had eight favorable
replies. You wonder why I chose Danville out of the
eight? Well, there were two reasons: It was a college
town, Centre College and Caldwell College were there
at that time; also it was a temperance town.’ There
were no grog shops in Danville,

“When I arrived in town, I found a one-room »school
that had been built by the Freedmen's Bureau under the
direction of John O, Howard, director of the bureau,
You remember the Freedmen's Bureau was created by
an act of Congress just following the War Between the
States. The school was not even popular among the
Negroes, for they followed the white people of Danville
in their admiration of the private school. Too, the co]-
ored people suspected that a teacher without Reverend
before his name would not amount to much, -

“The Baptists had their own private school and the
principal of that school put all sorts of obstacles in my
way. He even urged me to give up ‘that little common
school' and go on back to Berea, ’

“I've always liked to fight in a nice way, «a, ,d'w you
I employed the daughter of i} . col- - "7,

know what I did?
ored Baptist minister to be my primary teacher., The
first day she came to take up her duties she brought
ten little children of the Beaptist .c'ongregation with her.
In two years’ time the Baptist school went out of eXe-
Istence. Don't you see, you must always use diplomacy.

“The first two years 1 taught in Danville the school
term lasted only three months and I received $60 as my
entire salary. The third year I tatght the term was ex-
tended to six months—Ilater to seven, ,lhen eight and
now  nine. : :

“Fifty-nine years are a long time to work in one place.
I could write a volume about my years of teaching in
Danville, but if you would like a summary in a very
few words here it is: . .

“I came to the sthool at 26 and retired from Bate
School at 85. '

“I found a one-room schiool and I left a building_ of |

twenty rooms.
“I was the one teacher and now there are fifleen.
“I found six students and I left a school with 600.”

L S

He was right for the bank did fall be-

use of intoxicating =

SN
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BEREACCOLLEGE
Confers this
) CITATION OF HONOR
on

JOHN W. BATE

Educator, school builder, friendly adviser and leader
of his people.

Your Alma Mater honors you for your sincere devotion
to the Cause of Education and to your fellow men. .Through
adversity and difficulty you gained your education so that
you might serve others. For six decades the leader of a
school ir the city of Daﬁville - a school which grew from one
room to twenty, from one teacher to fifteen, from six
students to six hundred - you have won for yourself a place

of honor and affection in the hearts of your students, and
the place of a respected citizen in your comminity.

Berea College confers this @itation of Hoﬁor on its
oldest living graduate, a son who has treasured and prac—'
ticed the finest teaching of this Gollege.

Given at Berea, Kentucky this the twenty-

second day of June, nineteen hundred forty-four.

President Board of Trustees



r)
i

‘S

Rifes Are Held For|:
Prof. j@hnw Bat le,

- Negro Edas;:ag,@s
GAVE 58 YEABS TO LOCAL

SCHOOL NAMED FOR HIM:
WAS BEREA GRADUATE {

Funeral services were held at
one o’clock this afternoon at Bate
auditorium for Professor John W.
Bate, 9l-year-old colored educa-
tor and principal emeritus of Bate
colored school, who died Satur-
day at his re51dence 509 Russe]l
street.

The oldest living gr aduate of
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fessor Bate attended Berea col-
‘|lege, entering] in 18’72 'md worlz-
ing his way through 1ts academy
and college classes until he re-
ceived his bachelor: of arts degree
in 1881. Ten years later he was

awarded  his arts
degree.

Prof. Bate’s entire-life thereaft-
er was devoted exclusively to
work in‘the education of Negroes
in Danville , and "Boyle county,
where he became outstandingly
beloved and icspectcd among the
cilizenry. '

Tribute was pmd to Prof Bate’s
worlk and service this morning by
Dr. J. H. Bllcs supeuntendcn‘f of
the city schools qystem who said
‘the late principal of Bate high
‘school made it “undoubtedly out
standing dmonrf coloxed schoolq
anywhere.

Invited in 1941 to Ncw York
City to tell the story of his, life
on the well-lkknown adlo pro-
gram, “We, the ‘People,”: Prof.
Bate lived to see his' own. ‘story
of the early life of:Berea. appear
in the college magazine for Treb-
ruary, 1941,. under the title,
“Tlowers. for the lemg

In 1944, heiwas "honored by his
Alma Mate1 as “its oldest living
graduate.”” He was awarded a
certificate which read, in part,
“He treasured and pract)cnd thc
finest teachings of the college.”

Survivors include ' the widow,
Mrs. Lettie DBatej ‘three sons,
Clarence W. Bate, Danvme Dr.
John W. Bate, Cleveland 'Ohio,
and Dr. Langston I'. Bate, Wash-
111g'Lon, D. . and two daughters,
Mrs. Helen B. Andlewx,‘Cmcm—

master of

nati, Ohio, and Mrs. leaU‘B
Peeler, Gleensboro, North! Cc\l()"
lina. '

Burial was to be in Greenwood
cemetery, Lexmgtpn
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VOLUME XLVIl

Noted Colored

Educator Dies
Professor John W. Bate,
Berea Graduate Dies At

Danville At The Age Of
90 Years.

Professor John W. Bate, a dis-
tinguished educator of the negro race, |
passed away at his home in Danville
on .Saturday, September 8 He grad-
uated from Berea College in the class
of 1881, the two other members of the
class being the late Edwin B. Smith
of Richmond, Kentucky and the late
Edward F. White of Indianapolis.
Born a slave in 1855 and soon after
the close of the Civil War left with-
out the care of his mother, he had fo|
find food and lodging as best he
could. Miss Xate Gilbert then a
téacher in Louisville and later on the
staff of Berea College befriended him
‘and interested him in going to school.
At the commencement exercises in
June 1944 Berea College bestowed:
upon Professor Bate a citation of
honor as one who over a period of 59
years had built up a school of out-
standing merit for the colored chil-
dren of Danville. Berea College felt
special satisfaction in thus honoring
- its oldest Lving graduate.

Professor Bate’s funeral occurred
on Tuesday afternoon on this week.
The large audience which filled the
gymnasium of the Bate School,. thel
profusion of flowers and the impres-
sive service gave ample testimony to
the high regard in which Professor
Bate was held not only by the colored
people but alse by the white residents
of Danville. .

‘

Mrs. Stafford, Dr. Raine, Professor
Chidester and Miss Griggs attended

the funeral. Dr. Raine, making a
brief address in behalf of Professor
Bate’s Alma Mater, quoted from the
" Berea hymn, “Qui Patitur,” words
which could well be used in regard
- to one who, in spite of grave diffi-

culties, had met life triumphantly,

BATE
IDA W. 1864-1910 JOHN W. 1854-1945 LETTIE R. 1876-1959
HELLEN B. GLENN 1902-1970

COVE HAVEN CEMETERY

LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY
ENTRANCE IS LOCATED TO THE NORTH ON WHITNEY
AVENUE.

THE EXIT FROM COVE HAVEN IS PRICE ROAD.
DIRECTIONS: TURN WEST ON ASH STREET FROM
GEORGETOWN STREET, WHEN YOU
ENTER WHITNEY AVE. TURN NORTH TO ENTRANCE OF COVE
HAVEN CEMETERY.



VOLUME XLV

Noted Colored
Educator Dies

Professor John W. Bate,
Berea Graduate Dies At
Danville At The Age Of
90 Years.

Professor John W. Bate, a dis-
tinguished educator of the negro race,’
passed away at his home in Danville
on .Saturday, September 8 He grad-
uated from Berea College in the class
of 1881, the two other members of the
class being the late Edwin B. Smith
of Richmond, Kentucky and the late
.Edward F. White of Indianapolis.
Born a slave in 1855 and soon after
the close of the Civil War left with-
out the care of his mother, he had to
find food and lodging as best he
could. Miss XKate Gilbert then a
téacher in Louisville and later on the
staff of Berea College befriended him
and interested him in going to school.
At the - commencement exercises in
June 1944 Berea College bestowed
upon Professor Bate a citation of
honor, as one who over a period of 59
vears had built up a school of out-
standing merit for the colored chil-
dren of Danville. Berea College felt
special satisfaction in thug honoring
- its oldest living graduate.

Professor Bate’s funeral occurred
on Tuesday afternoon on this week.
The large audience which filled the

- gymnasium of the Bate School,, i‘,he,‘
profusion of flowers and the impres-
sive service gave ample testimony to
the high regard in which Professor
Bate was held not only by the colored
people but alse by the white residents
of Danville, - :

Mrs. Stafford, Dr. Raine, Professor
Chidester and Miss Griggs attended
the funeral. Dr. Raine, making 2
brief address in behalf of Professor
Bate’s Alma Mater, quoted from the
Berea hymn, “Qui Patitur,”. words
which could well be used in regard
to one who, in spite of grave diffi-

culties, had met life triumphantly, -
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BATE
IDAW. 1864-1910 JOHN W. 1854-1945 LETTIE R. 1876-1959
HELLEN B. GLENN 1902-1970

COVE HAVEN CEMETERY

LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY
ENTRANCE IS LOCATED TO THE NORTH ON WHITNEY
AVENUE.

THE EXIT FROM COVE HAVEN IS PRICE ROAD.
DIRECTIONS: TURN WEST ON ASH STREET FROM
GEORGETOWN STREET, WHEN YOU
ENTER WHITNEY AVE. TURN NORTH TO ENTRANCE OF COVE
HAVEN CEMETERY.



Rifes Are Held For |

Prof. John W. Bafe,
Negro Educalog

g-11-19Y
GAVE 58 YEARS TO LOCAL

SCHOOL NAMED FOR HIM:
WAS BEREA GRADUATE

Funeral service were held at
one o'clock this afternoon at Bate,
auditorium for Professor John W.
Bate, 91-year-old colored educa-tor
and principal emeritus of Bate
colored school, who died Satur-
day at his residence, 509 Russell
street.

The oldest living graduate of
Berea college at the time of his
death, Prof. Bate was for 58 years
connected with the city and county
school systems of Danville and
Boyle county. He retired in 1942
from the principalship The high
school was built in 1912 and
named for him.

Born in Louisville in 1854, Pro-
fessor Bate attended Berea col-
lege, entering in 1872 and work-
ing his way through its academy
and college classes until he
received his bachelor of aris
degree in 1881. Ten years later he
was awarded his master of arts
degree.

Prof. Bate's entire life thereafter
was devoted exclusively to work in
the education of Negroes in
Danville and Boyle county, where
he became outstandingly beloved |
and respected among the citizenry.

Tribute was paid to Prof. Bate's
work and service this mourning by |
Dr. J. H. Biles, superintendent of
the city school system, who said
the late principal of Bate high
school made it "undoubtedly out
standing among colored schools
anywhere.”

Invited in 1941 to New York City
to tell the story of his life on the
well-known radio program, "We the
people." Prof, Bate lived to see his
own story of the early life of Berea
appear in the college magazine for
February 1941, under the title
"Flowers for the Living."

In 1944, he was honored by his
Alma Mater as "its oldest living
graduate." He was awarded a
certificate which read, in part,

“He treasured and and practiced
the finest teaching of the college."

Survivors include the widow,
Mrs. Lettie Bate; three sons,
Clarence W. Bate, Danville: Dr.
John W. Bate, Cleveland, Ohio, and
Dr. Langston F. Bate, Washington,
D. C. and two daughters, Mrs.
Helen B. Andrews, Cincinati, Ohio
and Vivian B. Peeler, Greensboro,
North Carolina.

Burial was to be in Greenwood
cemetery, Lexington.

BATE

JOHN W. 1854-1945 LETTIE R. 1876-1959

IDA W. 1864-1910
HELEN B. GLENN 1902-1970

COVE HAVEN CEMETERY
LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY

ENTRANCE IS LOCATED TO THE NORTH ON WHITNEY AVENUE.
THE EXIT FROM COVE HAVE IS PRICE ROAD.
DIRECTIONS: TURN WEST ON ASH STREET FROM GEORGETOWN
STREET, WHEN YOU
ENTER WHITNEY AVE. TURN NORTH TO ENTRANCE OF COVE
HAVEN CEMETERY.
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Rifes Are Held For
Prof. John W. Bafe

Negro Educa!or
g-11-19YS
GAVE 58 YEARS TO LOCAL

SCHOOL NAMED FOR HIM;
WAS BEREA 'GRADUATE

Funeral service were held at
one o'clock this afternoon at Bate,
auditorium for Professor John W.
Bate, 91-year-old colored educa-tor
and principal emeritus of Bate
colored school, who died Satur-
day at his residence, 509 Russell
street.

The oldest living graduate of
Berea college at the time of his
death, Prof. Bate was for 58 years
connected with the city and county
school systems of Danville and
Boyle county. He retired in 1942
from the principalship The high
school was built in 1912 and
named for him.

Born in Louisville in 1854, Pro-
fessor Bate attended Berea col-
lege, entering in 1872 and work-
ing his way through its academy
and college classes until he
received his bachelor of aris
degree in 1881. Ten years later he
was awarded his master of arts
degree.

Prof. Bate's entire life thereafter
was devoted exclusively to work in
the education of Negroes in
Danville and Boyle county, where
he became outstandingly beloved
and respected among the citizenry. .

Tribute was paid to Prof. Bate's
work and service this mourning by
Dr. J. H. Biles, superintendent of
the city school system, who said
the late principal of Bate high
school made it "undoubtedly out
standing among colored schools
anywhere."

Invited in 1941 to New York City
to tell the story of his life on the
well-known radio program, "We the
people." Prof. Bate lived to see his
own story of the early life of Berea
appear in the college magazine for
February 1941, under the title
"Flowers for the Living."

In 1944, he was honored by his
Alma Mater as "its oldest living
graduate." He was awarded a
certificate which read, in part,
"He treasured and and practiced
the finest teaching of the college."

-Survivors include the widow,
Mrs. Lettie Bate; three sons,
Clarence W. Bate, Danville: Dr.
John W. Bate, Cleveland, Ohio, and
Dr. Langston F. Bate, Washington,
D. C. and two daughters, Mrs.
Helen B. Andrews, Cincinati, Ohio

and Vivian B. Peeler, Greensboro,
North Carolina.

Burial was to be in Greenwood
cemetery, Lexington.

BATE
IDAW. 1864-1910  JOHN W. 1854-1945 LETTIE R. 1876-1959

HELEN B. GLENN 1902-1970

COVE HAVEN CEMETERY
LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY

ENTRANCE IS LOCATED TO THE NORTH ON WHITNEY AVENUE.
THE EXIT FROM COVE HAVE IS PRICE ROAD.
DIRECTIONS: TURN WEST ON ASH STREET FROM GEORGETOWN
STREET, WHEN YOU
ENTER WHITNEY AVE. TURN NORTH TO ENTRANCE OF COVE
HAVEN CEMETERY.
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BATE HIGH SCHOOL BATE HIGH SCHOOL
DANVILLE, KENTUCKY PROF. JOHN W. BATES DANVILLE. KY

From The Danville Mossenpger, 11-1-1939 -

® Prof. J. ¥. Bate 5t111 Active in School Werk":

R T T

o Born & slave on December 22, 1854, Prat;_dm_m Bate pﬂ.naipg;n
of the Bate High School, oneé of the best mch best schools for Negro boys ernd girls in

Eentugly ; bes achleved much for his race under many handicaps and despite his .
age of nearly BE years is still sctive in educational work. He is numbered as:
one of Vanville's most highly respected of tisens and 4= Indeféstsd La ihs pros ™
gram of . the. Oolored pescple, for whom he bae domne mache == 7~ : .- L Tl
- Profi.-Bate is a graduate of Berea (Collegn, being highly educated; Hut ~ . . =
in'stead..-o‘_f:inspiringf‘-ge:Oolo:‘et_l boys end- ris to !’;fe_bma "ggrlle@"@ﬁ&ugtet ‘snd
training’ them for the prefeassions in- competition with white people, -he endeays -
ors to train:thém in the work they will bé ‘eall n to ‘do whei’ they-Yesve = =
séhool . ‘guch ‘as Asmes t o -W" and is now wor
tow raving an 4indus Al ds ent & 0 the Bats School, along wi th
domes tic 8ciencéd. - ' ' ; . . )

(- - X oo %0 -

Ea.-

- .Frof. Bate appeared before the Danville Chanber of Commerde recently -and . ->

agiced for co-operation of the business men of ths oity in-hig .efforts: Be re-
ceived the endorsement of his work and a comnlitee, composed of Joe McCarroll,

R. B. Nichols &and K. B. Hamilton, was appointed t3 worlk with him in the gstab- ..
lishment of ax indudtrial departmeant at the school at an estimated cost of - -
$10,000. Frof. Bate will make .2 trip to Chicago in a few deys andl gontact .
officials of the Rosenwald Fund, an organization that it helping to advance the
intereats of asliored schools.

At one time the Bate school had an industrial a=d domestic sclence depart-
ment that was = modsl for other gclools, but for lack of room and finances was
discontime d in 1927. The colored boys and g€irls won many prizes effered by
the Rentucky Negro Educstional Association in mameal training work, wood work,
chair botioms, canni ng, ‘etc. TR 2R e

Piof. Bate has had & most remarikmble career. He has demonstrated what cen  _
be done by anyone who h&s sp smbition to succeed s ESW-JG:"* IR
ferdon county, six mil . 1le on. the River > centiful ..

home s€i ¥ ta g end owned by Jobn M. Atherton. . .

. In sn interview with Prof. B&te he told the Messenger that the slave children
in his bhome were well cared ror-ag_;wss, early part of the *¥ar Between the
States,” his Mazter freed his mother and thg__cgll%‘gg_fﬁ%g{oﬂl eeln s
procleonation freeling the Negsroee. He went with his mother ve i1 Louisville,
and fﬂm—m—:ﬁ%&ee $ place, flially moving to an alley, known &t

that time &3 floose Alley," now an alley: between Freston end Floyd and .f‘efferson
and Market streets. He sald they lived & bhard 1ife for some time. He had rever
been to school or ¢ chutech and s first work was to feed geese for a Jewish
fexily. Hie mother did washing snd house werk whenever she coculd.

Plagying in the alley one day he_gg.s_gg}_cgd_,by_a..'hi«ﬁe lady if he wanted to
€0 %5 sehool end his sanswer was #Xg .Y owever, the kindness of the lady--—some=.
thing he had not exverienced for some time-—impressed him and he agreed to
accept the offer of the lady to eduecate him. The lady's noems wes Mies Kaie

Gilbert, of Brookline, Mess. S d a colored woman glve hi%_ggmﬁ bathk,
BometiinE ew to him at the me, and o WY © 83, mad Eent him to &

church mimmiona achaol et 15th street, between Wolmt and Grayson streets in
I—mﬂm‘“'xﬁﬁfs t%ﬁmmears 0ld and after two years entered ths
xly Normen sclool at 14th and Brosdway, taught by white missionaries, Prof.
Robins and M¥iss Ttevens, and conductéd by the fumerican Missionary Socieby, being
elded by the government. :
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When 13 years 0ld Bate quit school and weat %o work in a tobaeco factory,
28 the teachers left the school and he didn't want to 2 to @ R
received $6 a week for the first yesr and then $9 a week, working from 7 a. me
t 9 p. me He gave his mother $3 and saved $6 of his wages. At the end of the
third yesr, when he was 16 years 0ld, he had saved $205 and put it in the Freed-
men's Saving Bank, of which Forace Morris was casmers

In 1872 Bate left Louisville end entered Berea College et the suggestion of
¥iss Gilbert, the first person to give him an inspiration to make something ocut
of Tis Tifs. Beren was a mived acaool at the time ard Bats worked as javidor to

help pay for his board and tultion. During the summer vacation in 1873 he went
back to louisville and worked in Wﬁﬂ re-entered Berea in the
falle After attendingz Beres 2 couple 01 years he exnerlsnced some bad luck, the
Free@.ﬁ%ﬁﬂh&a@e lost s savings of $250. Berea College at that
time burned wood and Eete got tThHe Job of saving wood at $1.00 u cord and weat on
vith his eduecation. .

Profe. Bate Taught sumuer school 4in mdison county from 1876 to 1878, receiw
ing $20 2 month and in 1877 coms to Danville to teach summer school, returning o
Serea in the f211 znd graduated from Beres in 1881 with an A. B. degree. He
recelved his Master's degree from Berea in 1892.

In 182) Prof. Bate went back ts Madiesn county and helped build a box school
house in the Moberly distriet szd in 1881 came back to Deaville for the summer
school, after which he tenght 2 subscription school here for the balance of the
year.

Full Name - John Williem 9Bate Class - 1881

Grzduate

Place and Date of Birth - Dec. 22nd, 1855

Full Name of Parents = John and Nancy Bate

Preparatory School - Berea College

Entercd Berea - 1873 Left Berea - 1881 Literary Society - Phi Delta
Degrees (with source and date of each) - A.B., 188lL, A.}., 1891, Berea College
Positions Feld Since Leaving College = Prin. (ol. Senool, Danville, Ky.
Present Occupation = Prin. Colored Schonl

Date of Marriage - Oct. 24, 1835 Uaiden Neme of Wife = Ida Whits
Children - John &r. Clareace, Langston, Helen Vivian T

Home Address = £09 Russell St., Danville, Kenbtucky

Date of Signature = Jamary 24, 1925
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From The Daaville Messenger, 11-1-1939 -
" Prof, J. W. Bate Still Active in School FoxM: - . - ‘.
~Born a slave on Décmﬁer =, 1854; Ptof_-_._-_fb_ﬁ_n;ji].lim 3ate.‘= prlncipal
of the Bate Eigh School, one of the best schools for Negro b drls in

Kentucly , hes achieved much for his race under meny handicaps and despite s -.
age of nearly B85 years is stlll active in educational worke He is numbered as’
ons of Danville's most hi ghly respscted citizens end is interested fn the pros -
gram of . the. Colored people, for whom he has done mmche - - orm LD T
- Profi. Bate is a graduate of Berea (ollege, being highly educated but” . -
Insteadsofoinspiring-iiol;e;»Colored boys ‘é.nd:gigfé to ggcbm?lcgllege“@ﬁ usted ‘snd
training’ them for-the professions in competitisn wi th white peopld,:hé ‘endeay- -
org to train:thém in the work they will be ralled wpon to 4o when” theylesive
s¢hool , “such ad domestic science, entry, wood_ oy &0d is now working
tow having en-indus 1‘5Mhool, along wi th
domestic s¢lence. = ‘ ' o g AT

Erof. Bate sppeared befirs the Danvills Ghamber of Commorcs Tecently sod -

eaked for co-operation of the business men of the ¢ity in-hig .effortss He re-

ceived the endorsement of his work and a commi ttee, compoged of Joe McCarroll,
R. B. Nichols snd R. B. tamilton, was appointed to work with him in -the gatabe -
lishment of an industrial department at the school at an estimated cosh of - -
$10,000, Prof. Bate will make 2 trip to Chicago in a few deys and contact ..
officials of the Rosenwald Fund, an ergenization that ie helping to advance the
interssts of eolored schools. :

At one time the Bate school had an industrial and domestic sclence depart~
ment that was & model for other sehools, but for lack of room and finances was
discontime d in 1927. The colored boys and €irls won many prizes offered by
the Kentucky Negro Educational Association in mamal treining work, wood work,
chair bottoms, canning, etge -~ 3. - v . .o :
RRMARKABLE CAREER <~ - .0 . . -~ = ' |
Prof. Bate has had a most remarkeble carcer. He has demonstrated what can ]
be done by anyone who has an embition to succeeds He was born a &€lave Jef-
ferson county, six miles from Lond lle on the River Hoad, ¢ boantiful
bome still stending and owned by John H. Atherton. . . . . .. . . . e
In an interview with Prof. Bate he told 'the Messenger that the slave childrenm

in his home wWere well cared for apd ip 1863y easly part of the "far Between the

Stetes,” his Master freed his mother end the children before President Linesin's
proclsmation freei@‘tm'rMﬁi th his mother %o live in Louieville,
and f me ‘from plree to plmce, finally moving to sn slley, known 2
that time as "Goose Alley," now an alley between Presten end Floyd and Jefferson
and larket streets. FHe sald they lived & herd 1ife for some time. He had never
been to schsol or t6 church andeiis first work was to feed geese for a Jewish
femily. His mother did washing snd house work whanever she could.

Plagying in the alley one day he %fjm&xmw lady if he wanted to

80 %5 school and his answer was "XNo." However, the kindness of the lodye=gome=

thing he had not experienced for some time--impressed him and he agreed to
accept the offer of the lady to educats him. The lady's neme was Miss Xate
Gilbert, of Brookling, Mess. She had a colored woman glve him & bath,

mdﬁﬂii’%‘é*ﬁiﬁéf"fﬁé‘m, end a sUit of cIothés , ond Fent him to &

church mimsion schagl at 15th street, tetween Walmat and Crayson streets in
Lﬁﬁfﬁﬁtﬁ-’“ﬁﬁﬁﬁ i he was ten yeers old and after two years entered the
xly Normen sclool at 14th and Broedway, tmught by white missionaries, Prof.
Eoblns and Miss 3tevens, and conducted by the American ¥issionary Society, bsing
aided by the government.
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When 13 years old Bate quit school and went to work in todaces factory,
28 the teachers left the school and he aldn't want o 2 to & Se.
received $6 a week for the first year and then $9 a week, working from 7 ae m.
to 9 p. m. Ee gave his mother $3 and saved $6 of W& wages. At the end of the
third yesr, when he was 16 years 0ld, he had sayed $205 and put 4t in the Freed-
men's Saving Bank, of which Eorace Morris was cashier.

In 1872 Bate left Louisville end entered Berea College £t the sugges tion of
Kiss Gilbert, the fira{ person to give him an inspiration to make somethl out
of Tls Tifs. Berea was & mived schoal 6% the time ard Bate worked as janidor to

help pay for his board and tultion. During the summer vacation in 1873 he went

back to louisville and worked in the todaces f ol re-entered Berea in the

falle After attending Beres a coMimced some bad luck, the

Freedmen's Rank ¢ gand he lost his eavings of 2350. Berea College at that
T WOO

time burned wood 2nd Bate sot ths Job of saw at $1.00 u cord and went on
with his education. .

CAME HERE IN 1879

Profe Bate Taught sumuer sehool in ladison county from 1876 to 1878, recefivw-
ing $20 & month and in 1879 came to Danville to teach summer 8chool, returning t8-
Berea in the fal) and graduated from Beres in 188) with an A. B. degree. BHeo
rocoived his ¥sster's degree from Berea.iln_l;gg_g_. _

In 183) Prof. Bate went back ts Madison county ard helped bwild a box school
house in the Moberly distriet and in 1881 came bac to,Danvflle for the summer

8chool, after which he tenght a subscription gchool here for the balance of the
Year.

Full Name - John William yBate Class - 1881

Grzduate

Place and Date of Birth - Dec. 22nd, 1855

Full Neme of Parents - John end Nancy Bate

Preparatory School - Berea College :

Entercd Berea - 1873 Left Berea - 1881 Literary Society - Phi Delta
Degrees (with source and date of each) - A.B., 1881, A.d., 1891, Berea (College
Positions Held Since Leaving College - Prin. Col. Sehool, Danville, Ky. ,
Present Occupation = Prin. Colored Schonl

Date of Marriage - Oct. ¢, 1885 .uaiden Neme of %Wife = Ida White
Children = John &r. Clarence, Langston, Helen Vivian

Home Address = 509 Russell St., Danville, Kentucky

Date of Signature - Jamary 24, 1925



From The Danville Messenger, 11-1-19393

% Prof, J. W. Bate Still Active in Sehool FWork®

Born 2 slave on December 22, 1854, Prof. John §illisa Bate, principel
of the Bate High School, oneitmg%wwﬂs in
Kentucly , hes achieved much for his race under many handicaps and despite Ms
age of nearly 85 years is still sctive in educational work. He is numbered as

one of Danville's most M ghly respected cltizens and is interested in the pro=
gram of the Uolored people, for whom he hae done much. ‘

Prof. Bate is a graduate of Rerea College, being highly educated, but
instead of fuspiring the Colored boys and girls to becoms college gradustes snd
training them for the professions in competition with white people, he endeave

ors to train them in the work they will be 1 n to 45 when they.leave
'@%.,mhn_dmesuc sclence, carpentry, wood ey and is now working
tovard having en industrial departmnent a 7 the Bate School, along with
domestic scilence, B

Frof. Eate appeared hefore the Danville Chamber of Commerce recently and
egked for co-operation of the business men of the ¢ity in his efiorts. He ree
ceived the endorsement of his work and a committee, composed of Joe McCarroll,
R. B. Hichols and R. B. danilton, was appointed to work wita him in the estab-
lishment of an industrial department at thes school at an estimated cost of
$10,020. Prof. Bate will make 2 trip to Chicago in a few dsys and contact
officials of the Rosenwnld Tund, an organization that 1s helping to advance the
interasts of eolored schools,

st one time ths Bete school had an industrial a-xd domastic sclence depart~
ment thatl was ¢ model for other sghools, but for lack of room and finances was
discontimr d in 1927. The colored boys and £irls won meny prizes offered by
the Kentucky Fearo iducational Association in memal traiming work, wood €Tk,
chalr bottons, canni nz, etc.

REMARKABLE CAREER

Prof. Eate has hed » moet remarkable career. He has demonstrated what cen
be done by anyone who has n~n smbition to sueceed . EeW#ﬁ-
ferson county, six mil ville on the River . cautiful
home st{1T Stending and owned by John 7. Atherton.

In an interview with Frof. Este he told the Messenger that the slave childrem
in his home were well cared for =nd {n 1883y emrly part of the “War Between the
Stetes,” his Master freed his mother end the children before President linesin's
rroclemation freelnZ the Yegroes. Ee went with his mother to live &n Louisvills,
and fﬂfm-uw\'ltfi”’ﬁﬁce to place, flnelly moving to an alley, known at
thet time as #Uoose Alley," now an alley between Preston end Floyd end Jefferson

and Yarket stresets. Ye said theﬁliveﬂ. 2 herd 1ife for some tines. He had never
teen to tchool or to church and his first work was to feed geese for a Jewish
fexily. His mother 4id wrnehing snd house work whenever she emld.

Plagying in the alley one day he}ﬁrzmis’kgi_/hyggxhi%e lady if he wanted to
2o 15 school and his answer was "Xn." However, the kindness of the lady--some=

tning he Mad not excerisnced for ssme time--impressed him and he agreed ts

secect the offer of the lady to educate him. The la'y's neme was Miss Tate 1
Jlbert, of Brooklina, dzes. She had 2 colored women give hifa Zod badh, |
Fhmetring new to him at E?zé"f{ﬂ;.&and 2 st areIsthés, rxd Fent nim to &

emuren rimsionary sehogl =t 15th street, between Welmut and Orayson streets ia
coudevilles At thie tiﬂfé"a‘é‘”fé‘s‘”fmeers 01d and after t#o yeors entered the

=1y Yormen school st 14%h and Zroadwey, tauzht by white missisneries, Praf.

Zadns and iss Idevenm, end cooductad by the Jmzrissn Viselsnary Saed aty, telng

eliz2d by the zoveornment.




ny education at Serea.

- "The boys arcomd the plent would grble on Saturday by putting trenty shiny
nickels (nickels had just come in use in 1871) in 2 jeelpot, then each would take
a mmber of thross with the dics. Ong Saturday I hit the Jackpot twice so I had
forty nickels in my old greery cap znd went in Friedzon's Berk where I kapt my
account. !Son,' ths cashier sald when hs checked my money, 'you il rever have
any luck with money you win gemtling.! He was right for the btank did fail before

I finished my educations

"I was in Berea nine yesr in sll. £t thet tlme toitlon wes $3 per month and
board was $6, wo I would have h-d encugh money from my two years! lalor to last
four years if the bark had not fsiled. As 1% wes I worked at muythdnge-saved
wood, whitewwashed, rang the college bhells.™

Professor Pate was honored by the Berea AMlumni in February, 1941, as the
0ldest living graduate of that insit tution, baving recelved his A. 2. dagree in
1881 and his M. A. degres ton yesrs later.

® ¥ eo oo e s me o ®

"iishing t serve my peopls by teaching, I sent out ten aprlicatimms for posi-
tions and I had sight favorabls replies. You wonder why I chose Panvillse cul of
the eizght? Vell, there were 475 rezscns: It was s collegs town, Centrs College

end Caldwell College were there at that time; elso 1t wes 2 tanperances town. Thers
were no gro;’ ghops in Tanville.
"iten I arrivedTtomn, I found a oro-room school that had been built by tha
Froedmen's Suresu uwiler the direeticn of John 0. Eoward, director of the buresi. |
Tou remerter the Froedmen's Buresu was ereated by an aet of (ongress just followe ‘
ing the Var Bstween the States. 7The school was not even popular smong the Negroes,
for they followed the white people of Danville in thelr admiration of ths privata
schgols Too, tha colared peoplo suspected that 2 tencher without Reverend before

s name wowld not amount to muche

“The Rapilsts had thelr own private school and the principal of that scheel
rut 211 sorts of obstacles in oy way. Fe even urged me to give up 'that litile
comnon sehool' and go on back to Berea.

"I'v0 alwoys 1lkxed to figh® in a nice way, 80, 46 you kmow what I did? I eme
pleyed the damghter of the cclored Baptlet minister to bo my primary teacher. The

first day she cams to teke up her dutles she brought $en Iittle children of ths
Beptish congregation with her. In two yoors! time the Baptishb-school went out of

existence. Don't you see, you must always use diplomaey.
"The firat two years I taught in Danvills the sehosl term lasted only three
months ard T recelved $80 ae my entire snlery. The third year I tmught the ternm
7as extended to six monthse-=leter to seven, then eight and now nine.

iPifty-nine years ara a long time to work in one place. I could write a
volume about my years of teachinz in Danvills, hut 1f you would 1like a summary i
a very few words here it ise

"I came to the school 2% 25 and retired from Bats School at 85

e

MI founrd a one-room scheol znd T left & building of twenty rooms.

"I was the one teacher ard now there ara fif%esn,

AT found six students 2nd I left 2 sehool with 600.%
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Prom The Denville Messenger, 11-1-1939

" Prof, Jo W. Bate Still Active in School TWork®

Born 2 slave on Vecember 22, 1854, Prof. John Willism Bate, principel -
of the Bate High School, one of the best schools for Wegro btoys end glrls in
Kentucly, hes achieved much for his race under many handicaps and despite his
age of nearly 85 years is still ective in educationsl work. He is numbered as

one of Danville's most highly rxespscted citizens and is interested in the proe
gram of the Colored people, for whom he hae done much.

Profi. Bate is a ?adu.ate of Berea College, being highly educated, dut
instead of inspiring the Colored boys and girls to become college graduates snd
training them for the professions in competition with white people, he endeave ,

ors to train them in the work they will be ealled n to do when they.leave
school, such as domestic sclence entry, wood work, eta., and is now working
toward having en industrial a@‘gﬁﬁ‘én a é’&‘fﬂ%ﬁn Bate School y along with

domes tie sclence. = : _

Frof. Bate appeared hefore the Danville Chamber of Commerce recently and
egked for co-operation of the business men of the city in his efforts. He ree
ceived the endorsement of his work and a committee, composed of Joe McCarroll,
R. B. Nichols and R. B. damllton, was appointed to work with him in the estab~

lishment of an industrial department at the school a% an estimated cost of
$10,020. Frof. Bate will make 2 trip to Chicago in a few days anmdl contact
officials of the Rosenwald Fund, an organization that ie helping to advance the
interasts of eolored schools.

4t one time the Baefe school had an industrial and domestic sclence depart-
ment that was & model for other schools, but for lzek of room 2nd finances was
discontime d in 1927. The colored boys and £irls won meny prizes offered by
the Kentucky Fezro kducational Association in meamial training work, wood work,
chair bottoms, canning, etc. :

RENARKABLE CAREER
Prof. Bate has hed a most remarkable career. He has demonstrated what ¢

be done by anyone who has =n smbition to sueceed. EeWJef-
ferson county, six mil from Lovisville on the River Head, e beantiful
home still stending and owned by John if. Atherton.

In an interview with Frof. Bate he told the Messenger that the slave childrem
in his home were well cared for =nd ip 18835 early part of the "War Between the
Stetes,” his Umster freed his mother end the echildren before Fresident Iinesin's
rroclemation freeing the Negroes. He Went with his mother to live in Louisville,
and for soms timaIived from place to plmce, finnlly moving to sn slley, known 2t
that time as "@oose Alley," now an alley between Preston and Floyd arnd Jefferson
and larket streets. ¥e sald they lived a herd 1life for some time. He had never
been to school or to church andeiis first work was to feed geese for a Jewish
fepily. His mother did washing snd house worlk whenever she eould.

Plafying in the alley one day he was asked by 2 white lady if he wanted to
go %n school and his answer was "llo." Towever, the kindness of the ladyeesome=
thing he had not experienced for some time--impressed him and he agreed to
zccert the offer of the ledy to educate him. The laly's name was ¥iss Kate
Gilbert, of Brookline, Mzss. 3She had a colored woman give him & zoad vath,
FSHtRINZE new to Wim 2t the Time, snd 2 51t 6f ¢lotnes, pnd Ssnt mim to &
carch wiasionary schogl st 13th street, between Walmat and CGrayson streetls in
LoulsvilYe. At thle timd 7e ¥ag téd Faars old and after two years entered the
L1y Sormen sclool st 14%th and 3Broadway, teaught by white missioneries, Prof.
Zo%ins and iiss Itavens, and cocductéd by the Americen Vissionary Socisby, baing
eided by the zovernment.




BATE

Fay

BATE
JOHN W. 1854-1945
IDAW. 1864-1910 LETTIE R. 1876-1959
HELEN B. GLENN 1902-1970

When 13 years old Bete quit school and went to work in a tobacco factory,
as the teachers left the school and he didn't want o & toTa €
received $6 a woek for the first year and then $9 a week, workdng from 7 a« m.
10 9 p. m. He gave his mother $3 and saved $6 of his wages. . At the ond of the
third yesr, when he was 16 years old, he had sayed $305 and put 4t in the Freed-
men's Saving Bank, of wWhich Horace Morris was castier.

In 1872 Bate left Louisville end entpred Berea College &t the suggestion of

- Migs Gi%bert, the first person to give him an inspiration to mske something out
o ¢ 11fe. Barea was a mixed achool at the time and Bate woTked as janider to

help pay for his board and tuition. During the Summer vacation in 1873 he went

back to louisville and worked in WM re-entered Bersa in the

fall. After attending Beres a couple 81 years he experisenced some bad luck, the

Free ! k £ 3 he lost his eavings of $250. Beres College at that
5 cord and

time burned wood and Bste o 6b of 8 80d_at $1.00 went on
with his education. 4 ' ‘ .

CANE HERE IN 1879
Profe. Bate Taught sumuer school in Medison county from 1876 to 1878, receivw
ing $20 2 month and in 1879 came to Lanville to teach summer school, returning to -

Berea in the fall and graduated from Berea in 1861 with an A. B. degrese. He
recelived his ¥aster's degree from Berea_g_]:g_gg. :

‘ In 1880 Prof. Bate went back to Madison cmt{ and helped tuild a box school
use in the Moberly distriet snd in 1881 came back to Danville for the summer
school, aftor which he tanght a subscription school here for the balance of the

yeare.

Full Name - John William YBa Class - 1881
Greduate :
Place and Date of Birth - Dec. 22nd, 1855
Full Neme of Parents - John end Nancy Bate
Preparatory School - Berea College : .
Znterod Berea - 1873 Left Berea - 1881 Literary Soelety - Phi Delta
Degrees (with source and date of each) - 4.B., 1881, A.¥., 1891, Berea College
Fositions Held Since Leaving College - Prin. (ol. Sehool, Danville, Ky.
Present Occupation = Prin. Colored Schonl
Date of Marriage - Oct. 24, 1885 Uaiden Neme of Wife - Ida White
Children - John 8r. Clarence, Langston, Helen Vivian
Home Address = 509 Russell St., Danville, Kentucky
Date of Signature - Jamary 24, 1926
(2)



