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U“‘jd Berea, is a credit to (Befea, as his life
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1881
J. W. Bate, one of the early graduates of

achievements show. He worked his way
through college during.the hard years’ after
the Civil War, and since then has made a

name for himself at Danville, where he es- -
tablished the Bate High School, one of the.

best schools for Negro boys .-md girls in
Kentucky. He Ixas done much for the col-
ored :people and is interested: in their pro-
gress.

Ac this time he is intent upon establish-
ing an Industrial Department in the high
school, to parallel with the Domestic Science
Department.

tmgulshed educator of the Tnegro. race,
passed .away :at ‘his home in Danville
.on; Saturday, Septembet 8. He grad-
,uated from: Berea' College in the class’
of1881, the two other members of the
class; bemg the late. Edwin' B. Smith
¢1of; Rlchmond- Kentucky and the late
Edward F.,,. White. _of-'Indianapolis.
YBOm P slave An” 1855 and;soon- after
-thelclose of the Civil Warleft with-
» out’ the" care.of his mother, ‘he ‘had to

-fmd“' food "and *'lodging ' as - best he|.

T To John W. Bate the fu'st person
I want to introduce, goes the dis-
tinction of being the “oldest living
graduate of Berea College. He is a
Negro and was born a slave near
Louisville in 1855. He came to Be-

rea in 1872, worked his way through -

college, graduating with an A.B. de-
greein 1881. His whole life, follow-
ing his graduation, has been devoted
to educational work at Danville,
Kentucky, where he has become one
of that city’s most respected citizens.

He established Bate High School, one .

of the best schools for Negro boys
and girls in Kentucky. It stands
to - thls

-~ could. | Miss' Kate'" Gilbert ‘then .a
: :téecher in Louisville' and later on the
- -staff. of: Berea. College befriended him |
“and’ mterested Jhim-in‘going to~school
AL zthe"' Ommencement “exercises in

Jurgev 944 - Berea College bestowed

upon.:Professor ‘Bate a " citation ‘of
hoﬂot as’one who over a period of 59

yeﬁrs had built up .a’ school of out-
4 standmg merlt for the colored ch‘ll-

“there today—a monumen &
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ed me in my office._ He is an old
man now, almdst blmd but his mind
is still young, Heis a real gentleman
and a great scholar. 'He is one of
Kentucky’s outstanding citizens and

an alumnus of whom we can well be -

_proud. His love for Berea has re-

mained undiminished through the
years. In wrmng to me some time
ago he said, “It is a pleasure for me.
to recall vxvxdly the simplicity and
earnestness as the outstanding charac-
teristics of the faculty members of
that day. So strong was their Chris-

gr:md old gentlema
278 .}m?mrus 3amvv
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‘Several months ‘ago Mr. Bate visit-
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B 3, Wéﬁley ‘Hatcher, M.A;; ‘Pro
spr of éocbology, Berea. College, pre
ented Mr.' Bate for clta.txon of 'honor
m the -following words.” "
M. President, I have the honor of

presentmg for honorary citation, J ohn-

‘William Bate, txreless ‘student, echolar,'
educator, efficient”and ‘faithful” serv-

ant of his race and ‘of the mation, old=
est living gradwate‘of Berea: Céllege.

Born in . slavery ‘(Dec. .22, 1854);
Plunged into unspeahable poverty by

) emancxpatmn' a member of the de-
‘spised race; caught the v;,sxon of com-

plete living and rich servicé through
education; laid his foundation for ed-
ucation in Mission schools in Louis-
vxlle, entered Berea as a student at
the age of sixteen; recelved from Be-
rea the A.B. degree in 1881, and an
honorary M.A. degree in 1896; studied

in Germany. By his 'uﬁimpeeoha‘bles
_character, vital interest in the.com-

munity, and achievement, he has won

.the signal homor of First Citizen ‘of

Danville, to whon{ the citizens affec-
‘tionately refer as OUR BOOKER T.
WASHINGTON.

To this presentation of honor Presi--

dent Hutchins replied as.follows:
" Berea College confers this Citation
of Honor on John W. Bate, Educator,

!school builder, - friendly adviser and

leader of his people. Your Alma Mater
honors you for your sincere devotion
to the Cause of Education and to your
fellow men. Through adversxty and

_dlﬂ'lculty you gained your educatlon

‘so that you might serve others For:

six decades the leader’ of & school in

the city of Danv:lle——a school which

grew from one room to twenty, from
one teacher to' fifteen, fram six, stu-
dents to six hundred—you. have won
for yourself a place of honor and
affection in the hearts of your stu-
dents, and the place of a respected
titizen in your community.

Berea College confers "this- C1ta-
tion of Honor on its oldest living grad-
uate, s son who has treasured and

“practiced the finest teachings of this

College.
- Given at Berea, Kentucky, thls
twenty-second day of ‘June, nineteen
hundred forty-four.

President Board of Trustees

1881
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tian faith and example that their in- B ‘a/m W. Bate, outstanding Negro edu-

Z & Rame,
87 ‘.behalf‘ ‘of’ >Profes;or

makmg a

fluence had its effect in the life of

nearly every student, to.the extent
.that many were converted becoming

Christians before leaving the campus.

1 do not believe there were any rules

forblddmg smoking and the use of
intoxicating liquors but in all the
riine years of my stay in Berea I never
saw a student under the influence of

cator, and oldest .living graduate - of Berea
College passed away September 10, at his
home in Danville. Born a slave December
22, 1855, on the Bate farm in Jefferson
county, Mr. Bate and his mother and three
other children were freed 'in. 1863 and. .
joined the exodus of freed Negroes to
Louisville. Young John attended the Mission

- School in Louisville until his favorite teach-

er, Miss Kate:Gilbert,.-left for Berea and he

’dcuded to. fo“ow hcr John Bauc rcccxved



» “Professar: John Zs,',WI:'_'\-'Bg,te,',’""é. dis-
‘tinguished educator of the negro race,
!passediaway:at his home in Danville

*.on;Saturday, September:8. He" grad-

-iuated from: Berea'College in the class’
0f 1881, the two other ‘members of the’

class being’ the late . Edwin B. Smith
itof /Richmond, ,Kentucky and the late

Edward: F.; White. of. Indianapolis.

}/Born ‘a¢slave in “1855 and:soon: after

“the:close ‘of the Civil War :left with-

.out'the care.of his mother, he had to

- find? food "and “lodging 'as  best he|.

could. " Miss' *Kate'" Gilbert ‘then .a

* téacher.in Louisville and later on the

¢"and ‘interested himin-going toischool.
- At the ticommencement - exercises in

7 June:1944:;Bérea 'College’ bestowedl

. -upon’: Professor. ‘Bate a " citation ‘of
- honor, 887 one who over a’period of 59
- .years had built up.a’schoolof. out-
+,standing -merit’ for the colored :chil-
.dren¥ofDanville...Berea College : felt
'specialisatisfaction® in'thus ‘honoring

folr;d, ‘D:,::Ré;ix}e,-.{Professbr
nd’ Miss - Griggs - attended

i-z/Raine, *:making a

/be' used finregard
pite:.:of “gravediffi- -
iadimet life' triumphantly. »

P

“there today—a monumen

:-staff. of. Berea.College befriended him |

gress.

At this time he is intent upon establish-
ing an Industrial Department in the high
school, to parallel with the Domestic Science
Department.

~
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| To_John W. Bate, the first person
I want to Introduce, goes the dis-
tinction of being the oldest living
graduate of Berea College. He is a
Negro and was born a slave near
Louisville in 1855. He came to Be-
rea in 1872, worked his way through -
college, graduating with an A.B. de-
greein 1881. His whole life, follow-
ing his graduation, has been devoted
to educational work at Danville,
Kentucky, where he has become one
of that city’s most respected citizens.
He established Bate High School, one .
of the best schools for Negro boys
and girls in Kentucky. It stands
to - this
grand ol '

ait
Qs

gentleman,
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Several months ago Mr. Bate visit-

ed me in my office.  He is an old
man now, almdst blind, but his mind
is still young, He is a real gentleman
and a great scholar, He is one of
Kentucky’s outstanding citizens and

an alumnus of whom we can well be .

proud. His love for Berea has re-
mained undiminished through the
years. In writing to me some time
ago he said, “It is a pleasure for me
to recall vividly the simplicity and
earnestness as the outstanding charac-
teristics of the faculty members of
that day. So strong was their Chris-
tian faith and example that their in-
fluence had its effect in the life of
nearly every student, to. the extent
.that many were converted, becoming
Christians before leaving the campus.
T do not believe there were any rules
forbidding smoking and the use of
intoxicating liquors but in all the
riine years of my stay in Berea I never
saw a student under the influence of
intoxicants or using tobacco. in any
form on the campus.”

“I' cannot close this brief sketch
without reverently giving the names
of the band of Christian workers,
namely: President E; H. Fairchild;
Reverend John G. Fee; Prof. J. R.
Rogers; Prof. L. V. Dodge; Prof. B.
S.Hunting; and P. D. Dodge, whose
examples and teachings were exempli-
fied in the lives and the work of Be-
reans who became ministers, doctors

- and teachers and who are proud even-
.to this glad hour to call OId Berea
their Alma Mater.” '

. e -~
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ville; entered Berea as a student at
the age of sixteen; recelved from Be-
rea the A.B. degree in 1881, and an
honorary M.A. degree in 1896; studied
in Germany. By his’ unimpeachablei
_character, vital interest in the: com-
munity, and achievement, he has won
.the signal hanor of First Citizen 'of
Danville, to whond the citizens affec-
‘tionately refer as OUR BOOKER T.
WASHINGTON. C

To this presentation of honor Presi-,
dent Hutchins replied as.follows:

" Berea College comnfers this Citation
| of Honor on John W. Bate, Educator,

'school builder, friendly adviser ard

leader of his people. Your Alma Mater
honors you for your sincere devotion
to the Cause of Education and to your
fellow men. Through adversity and
difficulty- you gained your education
'so that you might serve others. For
six decades the leader ‘of a-schiool in
the city of Danville—a school which
grew from one room to twenty, from
one teacher to' fifteen, fram six, stu-
dents to six hundred—jyou. have won
for yourself a place of honor and
affection in the hearts of your stu-
dents, and the place of a respected
titizen in your community. o
Berea College conférs this - Cita-
tion of Honor on its oldest living grad-
‘uate, a son who has treasured and
“practiced the finest teachings of this
College. C ‘
Given at Berea, Xentucky, this
twenty-second day of ‘June, nineteen
‘hundred forty-four. :
President Board of Trustees |

8 5? 1881 s
" YJobn W. Bate, outstanding Negro edu-

cator, and oldest .living graduate -of Berea
College passed away September 10, at his
home in Danville. Born a slave December
22, 1855, on the Bate farm in Jefferson
county, Mr. Bate and his mother and three
other children were freed 'in. 1863 dnd
joined the exodus of freced Negroes to'
Louisville. Young John attended the Mission
- School in Louisville until his favorite teach-
er, Miss Kate:Gilbert, lefr for Berea and he
decided to. follow her. John Bate ‘received
the A: B. degree from Berea in 1881 and
an honorary A.M. degree ten years later.
His life, following his graduation from
Berea, was devoted to educational work at
Danville ‘where he founded the Bate high
school, a school which at the time of his
retirement, at the age of ecighty-five, had
grown from one room to twenty, from. one
teacher to fiftcen and from six students
to six hundred. On Commencement day,
1944, Mr. Bate was given a citation of
honor by Berea College in recognition of
his service as an educator. Mr. Bate is sur-
vived by his wife, three sons and two daugh-
ters. Funeral services wereé held in the Bate
high school at Danville, and interment was
in a cemetry in Lexington. Berea- people
attending the funeral were: Miss K. C.
Griggs, Mrs. R. A. Stafford, Dr. J. W.
Raine and Mr. A. J. Chidester.
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Noted Colored
Educator Dies

Professor John W. Bate,
Berea Graduate Dies At
Danville At The Age Of
90 Years.

Professor John W. Bate, a dis-
tinguished educator of the negro race,
passed away at his home in Danville
on .Saturday, September 8. He grad-
uated from Berea College in the class
of 1881, the two other members of the
class being the late Edwin B. Smith
of Richmond, Kentucky and the late
Edward F. White of Indianapolis.
Born a slave in 1855 and soon after
the close of the Civil War left with-
out the care of his mother, he had to
find food and lodging as best he
could. DMiss Kate Gilbert then a
téacher in Louisville and later on the
staff of Berea College befriended him
and interested him in going to school.
At the commencement exercises in
June 1944 Berea College bestowed
upon Professor Bate a citation of
honor as one who over a period of 59
yvears had built up a school of out-
standing merit for the colored chil-
dren of Danville. Berea College felt
special satisfaction in thus honoring
its oldest living graduate.

Professor Bate’s funeral occurred
on Tuesday afternoon on this week.
The large audience which filled the

gymnasium of the Bate School,, the!
profusion of flowers and the impres-
sive service gave ample testimony to
the high regard in which Professor
Bate was held not only by the colored
people but also by the white residents
of Danville. .

Mrs. Stafford, Dr. Raine, Professor
Chidester and Miss Griggs attended
the funeral. Dr. Raine, making a
brief address in behalf of Professor
Bate’s Alma Mater, quoted from the

Berea hymn, “Cui Patitur,” words

9,7 Berea, is a

P —
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e 1881

veeter J. W. Bate, one of the carly graduates of

credit to Berea, as his life
achicvements show. He worked his way
through college during the hard years after
the Civil War, and since then has made a
name for himself at Danville, where he es-
tablished the Bate High School, one of the
best schools for Negro boys and girls in
Kentucky. e has done much for the col-
ored people and is interested in their pro-
gress.

At this time he is intent upon establish-
ing an Industrial Department in the high
school, to parallel with the Domestic Science
Department.

| To_John W. Bate, the first person

I want to introduce, goes the dis-
tinction of being the oldest living
graduate of Berea College. He is a
Negro and was born a slave near
Louisville in 1855. He came to Be-
rea in 1872, worked his way through
college, graduating with an A.B. de-

grec in 1881. His whole life, follow-
ing his graduation, has been devoted

to educational

work at Danville,

Kentucky, where he has become one
of that city’s most respected citizens.
He established Bate High School, one
of the best schools for Negro boys

and girls in Kentucky.
there today

grand old gentJeman d-m.jre
17 Ry (C‘VQ s diwas

It stands
2 monument to this
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Several months ago Mr. Bate visit-
ed me in my office. | He is an old
man now, almést blind, but his mind
is still young. He is a real gentleman
and a great scholar. He s one of
Kentucky’s outstanding citizens and
an alumnus of whom we can well be
proud. His love for Berea has re-
mained undiminished through the
years. In writing to me some time
ago he said, “It is a pleasure for me
to recall vividly the simplicity and
earnestness as the outstanding charac-
teristics of the faculty members of
that day. So strong was their Chris-

THE CITIZEN

JUNE 29, 1944

" J. Wesley Hatcher, M.A., Profdix
sor of Sociology, Berea College, pres-~
,ented Mr. Bate for citation of honor
iin the following words.

P President, I have the honor of
i presenting for honorary citation, John
William Bate, tireless student, scholar,
educator, efficient and faithful serv-
ant of his race and of the nation, old-
est living graduate of Berea College.!
Born in slavery (Dec. 22, 1854);
plunged into unspeakable poverty by
emancipation; a member of the de-
spised race; caught the vision of com-
plete living and rich service through
education; laid his foundation for ed-
ucation in Mission schools in Louis-
ville; entered Berea as a student at
the age of sixteen; received from Be-
rea the A.B. degree in 1881, and an|
honorary M.A. degree in 1896; studied
in Germany. By ‘his unimpeachable
character, vital interest in the com-
munity, and achievement, he has won
the signal hanor of First Citizen of
Danville, to whom the citizens affec-
tionately refer as OUR BOOKER T.
WASHINGTON.

To this presentation of honor Presi-
dent Hutchins replied as follows:
| Berea College confers this Citation
“of Honor on John W. Bate, Educato_r,
school builder, friendly adviser and
leader of his people. Your Alma Mater
honors you for your sincere devotion
to the Cause of Education and to your
fellow men. Through adversity and
di‘ﬂ“iculty you gained your education
so that you might serve others. For
six decades the leader of a school in
the city of Danville—a school which
grew from one room to twenty, from
one teacher to fifteen, from six stu-
dents to six hundred—you have won
for yourself a place of honor and
affection in the hearts of your stu-
dents, and the place of a respected
citizen in your community.

Berea College confers this Cita-
tion of Honor on its oldest living grad-
uate, a son who has treasured and
practiced the finest teachings of this
College.

Given at Berea, Kentucky, this
twenty-second day of June, nineteen
hundred forty-four.

President Board of Trustees

B 67//\) 1881 ((/p/éﬂ//él5/

tian faith and example that their in-
fluence had its effect in the life of
nearly every student, to the extent
.that many were converted, becoming
Christians before leaving the campus.
I do not believe there were any rules
forbidding smoking and the use of
intoxicating liquors but in all the

nine years of my stay in Berea I never
saw a stndent rndae cla o1 -

Jobn W. Bale, outstanding Negro edu-
cator, and oldest living graduate of Berea
College passed away September 10, at his
home in Danville. Born a slave December
22, 1855, on the Bate farm in Jefferson
county, Mr. Bate and his mother and three
other children were freed in 1863 and
joined the exodus of freed Negroes to
Louisville. Young John attended the Mission
School in Louisville until his favorite tcach-

cr, Miss Kate Gilbert, left for Berea and he
R D IR ©ot 1 P . . .
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Noted Colored
Educator Dies

Professor John W. Bate,
Berea Graduate Dies At
Danville At The Age Of
90 Years.

Professor John W. Bate, a dis-
tinguished educator of the~negro race,
passed away at his home in Danville
on.Saturday, September 8. He grad-
uated from Berea College in the class
of 1881, the two other members of the
class being the late Edwin B. Smith
of Richmond, Kentucky and the late
Edward F. White of Indianapolis.
Born a slave in 1855 and soon after
the close of the Civil War left with-
out the care of his mother, he had to
find food and lodging as best he
couid. Miss Kate Gilbert then a
téacher in Louisville and later on the
staff of Berea College befriended him
and interested him in going to school.
At the commencement exercises in
June 1944 Berea College bestowed
upon Professor Bate a citation of
honor as one who over a period of 59
vears had built up a school of out-
standing merit for the colored chil-
dren of Danville. Berea College felt
special satisfaction in thus honoring
its oldest living graduate.

Professor Bate’s funeral occurred
on Tuesday afternoon on this week.
The large audience which filled the

gymnasium of the Bate School,. the!
profusion of flowers and the impres- "

sive service gave ample testimony to
the high regard in which Professor
Bate was held not only by -the colored
people but also by the white residents
of Danville. .

Mrs. Stafford, Dr. Raine, Professor
Chidester and Miss Griggs attended
the funeral. Dr. Raine, making a
brief address in behalf of Professor
Bate’s Alma Mater, quoted from the
Berea hymn, “Qui Patitur,” words
which could well be used in regard
to one who, in spite of grave diffi-
culties, had met life triumphantly.

F= R

At this time he is intent upon cstablish-
ing an Industrial Department in the high
school, to parallel with the Domestic Scicnce
Department.

| To John W. Bate, the first person
I want to introduce, goes the dis-
tinction of being the oldest living
graduate of Berea College. He is a
Negro and was born 2 slaye near
Louisville in 1855. He came to Be-
rea in 1872, worked his way through
college, graduating with an A.B. de-
greein 1881, His whole life, follow-
ing his graduation, has been devoted
to cducational work ac Danville,
Kentucky, where he has become one
of that city’s most respected citizens.
He established Bate High School, onc
of the best schools for Negro boys
and girls in Kentucky. It stands
there today—a monument to this

grand old gentleman d-m. e
27[(, Soan 5/4 = r‘ﬁ%}»—/
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Several months ago Mr, Bate visit-
ed me in my office. . He is an old
man now, almést blind, but his mind
is still young. He is a real gentleman
and a great scholar. He s one of
Kentucky’s outstanding citizens and
an alumnus of whom we can well be
proud.  His love for Berea has re-
mained undiminished through the
years. In writing to me some time
ago he said, “It is a pleasure for me
to recall vividly the simplicity and
earnestness as the outstanding charac-
teristics of the faculty members of
that day. So strong was their Chris-
tian faith and example that their in-
fluence had its effect in the life of
nearly every student, to the extent
-that many were converted, becoming
Christians before leaving the campus.
I do not believe there were any rules
forbidding smoking and the use of
intoxicating liquors but in all the
nine years of my stay in Berea I never
saw a student under the influence of
intoxicants or using tobacco in any
form on the campus.”

“I cannot close this brief sketch
without reverently giving the names
of the band of Christian workers,
namely: President E. H, Fairchild;
Reverend John G. Fee; Prof. J. R.
Rogers; Prof. L. V. Dodge; Prof. B.
S. Hunting; and P. D, Dodge, whose
examples and teachings were exempli-
fied in the lives and the work of Be-
reans who became ministers, doctors
and teachers and who are proud even
to this glad hour to call Old Berea
their Alma Mater.”

—~
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ville; entered Berea as a student at
the age of sixteen; received from Be-
rea the A.B. degree in 1881, and an|
honorary M.A. degree in 1896; studied '
in Germany. By his unimpeachable
character, vital interest in the com-
munity, and achievement, he has won
the signal hanor of First Citizen of
Danville, to whom the citizens affec-
tionately refer as CUR BOOKER T.
WASHINGTON.

To this presentation of honor Presi-
dent Hutchins replied as follows:

Berea College confers this Citation
of Honor on John W. Bate, Educator,
school builder, friendly adviser and
leader of his people. Your Alma Mater
honors you for your sincere devotion
to the Cause of Education and to your
fellow men. Through adversity and
difficulty you gained your education
so that you might serve others. For
six decades the leader of a school in
the city of Danville—a school which
grew from one room to twenty, from
one teacher to fifteen, from six stu-
dents to six hundred—you have won
for yourself a place of honor and
affection in the hearts of your stu-
dents, and the place of a respected
citizen in your community,

Berea College confers this Cita-
tion of Honor on its oldest living grad-
uvate, a son who has treasured and
practiced the finest teachings of this
College.

Given at Berea, Kentucky, this
twenty-second day of June, nineteen
hundred forty-four.

President Board of Trustees

B &2’ . 1881 W PsT

Bale, - outstanding Negro cdu-

cator, and oldest living graduate of Berea
College passed away September 10, ac his
home in Danville. Born a slave December
22, 1855, on the Bate farm in Jefferson
county, Mr. Bate and his mother and three
other children were freed in 1863 and
joined the exodus of freed Negroes to
Louisville. Young John attended the Mission
School in Louisville until his favorite teach-
cr, Miss Kate Gilberr, left for Berea and he
decided to follow her. John Bate received
the A. B. degree from Berea in 1881 and
an honorary A.M. degree ten years later.
His life, following his graduation from
Berea, was devoted to educational work ar
Danville where he founded the Bate high
school, a school which at the time of his
retirement, at the age of cighty-five, had
grown from onc room to twenty, from onc
teacher to fifteen and from six students
to six hundred. On Commencement day,
1944, Mr. DBate was given a citation of
honor by Berea College in recognition of
his service as an educator. Mr. Bate is sur-
vived by his wife, three sons and two daugh-
ters. Funeral services were held in the Bate
high school at Danville, and interment was
in a cemetry in Lexington. Berea people
attending the funeral were: Miss K. C.
Griggs, Mrs. R. A. Stafford, Dr. J. W.
Raine and Mr. A. J. Chidester.
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Noted Colored -
Educator Dies

Professor John W. 'Baté; &

- Berea Graduate Dies At
- Danville At The Age Of

90 Years; -

Professor John W. Bate, a dis-
tinguished,educator of the negro race,
bassed away at his home. in Danville

-on Saturday, September 8. He grad-
- uated from Beresa College in the class
of 1881, the two other members of the
class being the late Edwin B. Smith
of Richmond, Kentucky and the late
Edward F. White of Indianapolis.
- Born a slave in 1855 ang soon after
 the close of the Civil War left with-
- out the care of his mother, he had to
find food angd lodging as best he
could. Miss Kate Gilbert ‘then a
téacher in Louisville and later on the
staff of Berea College befriended him
and interested him in going to school.
- At the - Commencement exercises in
June 1944 Berea College bestowed
upon Professor Bate a citation of
honor as one who over 5 period of 59
years had built up a school of out-
standing merit for the. colored chil-
~ dren of Danville. Berea: College felt
. Special satisfaction in thys honoring
s oldest living graduate. . .
- Professor Bate’s funeral occurred
" on Tuesday afternoon on this week.
. The large audience which filled the
- ymnasium of the Bate ‘School,; thel
brofusion of flowers and the;impresl‘
sive service gave ample testimony to
- the high regard in which Professor
- Bate was held not only by the colored
~ people but also by the white residents

- of Danville, e o
~ Mrs. Stafford, Dr. Raine, Professor
Chidester and Miss Griggs attended
the funeral. Dr. Raine, “making g

_ brief address in behalf of Professor

- Bate’s Alma Mater, quoted from the

~ Berea hymn, “Qui  Patitur,” words

-~ which could well be used in regard

- to one who, in spite of ‘grave diffi-

~ culties, had ‘met life triumphantly,
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Noted Colored

Educator Dies
Professor John W. Bate,
Berea Graduate Dies At

_ Danville At The Age Of
90 Years.

Professor John W. Bate, a dis- |
tinguished educator of the negro race,
passed away at his home in Danville
on Saturday, September 8. He grad-
vated from Berea College in the class
of 1881, the two other members of the
class being the Iate Edwin B. Smith
of Richmeond, Kentucky and the late
Edward F. White of Indianapolis.
Born 4 slave in 1856 and soon after
the close of the Civil War left with~
out the care of his mother, he had to|
find food and lodging as best he
could. Miss Kate Gilbert then .a
teacher in Louisville and later on the
staff of Berea College befriended him
and interested him in going to school. J
At the ' commencement exercises in
June 1944 Berea College bestowed
upon Professor Bate a ecitation of
honor as one who over a period of 59
vears had built up a school of out-
standing merit for the colored chil-
dren of Danville. Berea College felt
special satisfaction in thus honoring
- its oldest living graduate.

. Professor Bate’s funeral occurred
on Tuesday afternoon on this week.
The large ‘audience which filled the
gymnasium of the Bate School,, the|
profusion of flowers and the zmpres-
sive serv1ce gave ample testimony to
the high regard in which Professor
Bate was held not only by the colored
people but also by the whlte residents
of Danville. .

Mrs. Stafford, Dr. Rame, Professor
Chidester and Miss Griggs attended
the funeral. Dr. Raine, .making a
brief address in behalf of Professor
Bate’s Alma Mater, quoted from the
Berea hymn -“Qui  Patitur,”. words
which could well be used in regard
to one who, in spite of grave diffi-
culties, had met life trlumphantly




Rites Held For Prof. John W. Bate. Educator

Gave 58 Years fo Local School
Named For Him:; Was Berea
Graduate

Funeral servicez were held af
Bate auditorium  for Professor
John W, Bate, 91-year old educa-
for and principal emeritus  of
Bate School, who died at hig resi-
denes, Danville, K¥y.

The oldest living praduate of
Berea College at the {ime of his
death, Prof. Bate was for 58
vears connectad with the cily
and county school syslems of
Danville and Boyd county. He
retired in 1942 from the principal-
skip of Bale high schoal which
was built in 1812 and named for
him.

Born in Louisville in 1854, Pro-
fessor Bate attended Berez col-
lege, entering in 1872 and work-
ing his way throupgh itz academy
and eollege elasses uniil he re-
ceived his bachelor of arts degree
in 1881. Ten years Iater he wus
awarded his master of arls’ de-
gree,

Proi. Bale's entire life thereaf-
ter was devoted exclusively to
work in the education of Hegroes
in Danville and Boyle county,
where he became outstandingly
belaved and respecled amwing the
citizenry.

Tribute was paid to Prof, Bate's
work and service by D, J. H.
Biles, superintendent of the city
schoals system, who sald the late
prineipal  of Bate high school
made it “undoubtedly outstand-
ing among schoola anywhere”

Invited in 1941 to New York
City to tell the story of his life
on the well-known radio pro-
gram, “We, the People,” Prof,
Bate lived %o see hizs own slory
of the early life of Berea appear
in the collsge magazine for Feb-
ruary, 1841, under the title,
“Flowers for the Living!

Tn 184 hie was honored by his
Alma Mater as “ils oldest living
graduate,” He +was awarded a
certificate which read, in part,
“He treasured and practiced the
finesl teachings of the college.”

Survivors include the widow,
Mrs. Lettie DBate; three sons,
Clarence W. Bate, Danville; Dz,
John W. Bate, Cleveland, Ohig,
and Dr. Langston F. Bate, Wash-
ington, 1, €. and two daughters,
Mrs. Helen B. Andrews, Cincin-
nati, Ohin, and Mrs. Vivian B.
Peeler, Greenshors, Norlh Care-
lina,

Burial was in Greenwood cema-
tery, Lexington.



In 1841, Mr. Goedloe became Principal. He was innovative and worked for the improvement of the
school. Woodwork was restored and the Business Department was added. The Batesonian, the school
annual, was his idea and the Chatterbox, the school paper was published.

In 1949, he accepted the Principalship of the Owensboro Colored High School. The teachers who
served with him at Bate were Mrs. Melinda Doneghy, Mrs. Susie Fish, Miss Maggie Jones, Mrs. Mar-
garet Helm, Mrs. Lillian Jones, Miss Zula Levingston, Mrs. Florine Ingram, Mrs. T. F. Lauderdale,
Miss Ella Pryor, Mr. H. C. Warren, Mr. Thomas Green, Miss Mary Hudson, Mrs. Gertrude Sledd, Mr.
William Summers, Miss Edna Jett, Miss Bertha Bowman, Miss Yvonne Wilson, Mrs. Dorothy Blackwell
Travis, Mr. Thomas Camper, Mr. Grover Stevens, Miss Maxine Baughman, Mrs. Frances Richardson
Truitt, Mrs. Elizabeth Mitchell Cunningham, Mr. Wilmer West, Mr. Sanford Roach, Miss Mary Black,
Mr. William Davidson, Mrs. Mary Smothers Roach, Mr. Robert Baines, Miss Geneva Stanley, Mrs.
Barbara Smothers Moody, Miss Cordelia Lockett.

Mr. William Summers succeeded Mr. Goodloe in 1949. His philosophy of education was to make
good citizens. This was his guiding principle in the administration of the school programs.

In 1953, an addition consisting of about $200,000 was completed, making Bate School one of the
best in the State. :

Bate High Schooel was discontinued in 1964, as a result of the Integrations Act of 1954.

The teachers who served with Mr. Summers were Mrs. Margaret Helm, Mrs. Susie Fish, Mrs.
Lola Dale, Mrs. Amelia Burton, Mrs. Lillian Jones, Mrs. Helen Fisher Frye, Mrs. Florine Ingram, Miss
Zula Levingston, Mrs. Lucy Jones Stephens, Miss Ruby Riffe.“Mr. Ozenia Hawkins, Miss Bertha Bowman,
Mrs. Lindell Parr, Miss Birdie Edwards, Mr. Charles Dabney, Mr. William Cherry, Mrs. Jewell Lay, Mrs.
Mary Pittman, Miss Mary Agnes Riffe, Mrs. Alene Marshall, Mr. Joe Gilliam, Mr. Thomas Camper, Rev.
Henry Bevel, Mr. Emmett Broadus, Mrs. Mary Hanley, Mr. Clarence Sams, Mr. Erskine Frison, Miss
Anna Riggs, Miss Mary Reid, Miss Ruby Riffe, Mrs. Helen Ross, Mrs. Edna Hogans, Mr. David Kimbell,
Miss Geneva Stanley, Mrs. Eunice Caston, Mrs. Loretta Clark.

Superintendents during the existence of Bate School were Miss Lydia-Lewis, Mr. O. E. Fallis, Mr.
John W. Rawlings, Mr. L. C. Bosley, Mr. Birkhead, Mr. Marvin Glenn, Mr. John E. Robinson, Mr. John
Biles and Mr. L. N. Taylor. _



e‘;ntarpﬁsré ‘between the socialstud- -

ies and English deparfments.

_Speakers and films highlighted

the theme of appreciating our heri-
tage.

DHS ENGLISH
DEPT. MAKES
PLANS FOR PHASE
ELECTIVE
PROGRAM

Danville High School's English
Department has been working all
vear on developing a new phase
elective program for DHS students.
The program will be offered next
vear to juniors and seniors will be
non-graded.

The English Department, in an
attempt to individualize, broaden
and vitalize the English curriculum,
has visited other schools in the area
in order to see the phase elective
program in action. This type car-
riculum gives students a chance to
choose courses on an inlerest and
need basis without rigid require-
ments being made,

At this time the English depart-
ment anticipates the use of wine
week time segments with each stu-
dent being expected to complete
four nine courses during the year.

Preliminary course choices
have already been submitted to all
DHS sophomores aod juniors. From
the choices these students make the
final program for next year will be
arganized.

Mrs. Lucy Staphens was born
in Nogales, Arizona, and Same to
Danville at an early age. She fin-
ished Bate High School. where she
would later teach, and went on to
graduate from Kentucky State Col-
lege in Frankfort. Mrs. Stephens
has been engaged in graduate stud-
jes at Atlanta University, the Atlan-
ta School of Social Work, and the
University of Kentucky.

She taught in Geargia for four
vears and returned to Danville in
1951, A teacher at Bate High
School. Mrs. Stephens joined the
faculty of Danville High School in
September of 1964

Mrs. Stephens has held the po-
sitions of treasurer and secretary of
the Danville PTA. She teaches
American civics and world history.
plus Adult Education American His-
tory.

Mrs. Stephens firmly believes
thatf students can best learn “by do-
ing’. and she emphasizes that it is
important to invelve all students in
the classroom lsarning process.
She says, “In order to stimulale in-
terest in civics and world history
and make the courses more mean-
ingful. we nse innovations in teach-
ing and learning.  Special projects,
such as visiting City Hall and seeing
government in action. are helpful.”

The Social Studies  teacher
wins the admiration of all her pupils
because of her never ending efforts
lo involve afl the students into the

‘MRS. STEPHENS HAS A SPECIAL PHILOSOPHY

usage and expert speakers are an
integral part of her teaching philos-
ophy, It is not uncommon for her
classes to have religious leaders of
the community, along with civic
leaders and members of the academ-
ic community who are experts speak
to them:

Mrs. Stephens, along with the
help of Mr. Bootes for photography.
has begun compiling information for
a series of slides and tape dealing
with black history.  When complet-
ed. the series will deal with-all as-
pects ol the Negro-contribution to
America. The series will show
achievements and the history of
black Americans who have fought
alongside white Americans inde-
fense of their country. It will also
poriray noiehle Negro men and
women who have atiained greatness
in American history.

As to her teaching philosophy.
Mrs. Stephens states that “involve-
ment is the key word.™ She allows
students to discuss issues with their
perrs and do research projecis.
which: inureases students’ interest
insocial studies. She plans for new
texts pnext vesr. with supplements
and new approaches with inquiry
methods which will help students to
fearn more. Mrs. Stephens believes
students today are “intelligent and
more willing to express themselves
on the issues.”

Mrya. Stephens s a member of
the St James AME Church and re-
sides with her husband in Danville

“learning experience.” Television

Mrs. Stephens

Y-TEENS
HOLD SALE

The ever-active Y-Teens of DHS
began selling potato chips the end
of February. Money earned from
this proiect helps to finance the
many and varied activities in which
Y-Teens become involved, The sale
ended March 8. . During the two
weeks of the sale each Y-Teen was
asked {o sell twelve 39¢C bags of
chips before or alter school, Merit
paints within the club were earned
hv selling various amounts. and a
prize was given fur the girl who sold
fifty bags or more: Profits from the
sale this year will be used to finance
the trip Y-Teen officers make to
their summear training conference.
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From: PTRISH@aol.com [mailto:PTRISH@aol.com]
Sent: Monday, December 15, 2003 12:49 PM

To: PTRISH@aol.com

Subject: Watch Night

Many of you who live or grew up in Black communities in the United States have probably heard of
Services," the gathering of the faithful in church on New Year's Eve. The service usually begins any
p-m. to 10 p.m. and ends at midnight with the entrance of the New Year.

Some folks come to church first, before going to out to celebrate.For others, church is the only New
event. Like many others, I always assumed that Watch

Night was a fairly standard Christian religious service- made a bit more Afrocentric because that's v
when elements of Christianity become linked with the Black Church. Still, it seemed that predomina
Christian churches did not include Watch Night services on their calendars, but focused instead on (
programs. In fact, there were instances where clergy in Mainline denominations wondered aloud ab
propriety of

linking religious services with a secular holiday like New Year's Eve.

However, there is a reason for the importance of New Year's Eve services in African American cong
Watch Night Services in Black communities that we celebrate today can be traced back to gathering
31, 1862, also known as "Freedom's Eve." On that night, Blacks came

together in churches and private homes all across the nation, anxiously awaiting news that the Emar
Proclamation actually had become law.

Then, at the stroke of midnight, it was January 1, 1863, and all slaves in the Confederate States wer
legally free. When the news was received, there were prayers, shouts and songs of joy as people fell
and thanked God. Black folks have gathered in churches

annually on New Year's Eve ever since, praising God for bringing us safely through another year. 1
140 years since that first Freedom's Eve and many of us were never taught the African American his
Night, but tradition still brings us together at this time every year to celebrate '"how we got over."
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HISTORY OF THE CHATTER BOX

In the early years of the administration of Mr. H. I,
toodloe=-19l 1 to be exact--the Bate Schceol publicity organ,
The Chetter RBox was bezun. TUnder his supervision, with IMiss

Maxine Baughman as sponsor, a noll was taken of teachers to

determine the advisability of having a paver., IMost repliss

were arfirmative and the naper beman., A class contest was
sponsored to select a nane. The elsventh grade, lirs. Gertrude

Sledd honeroon teacher, offered the winning name--The Chai
which was later changed ©o the Chatter Box.

After one year the paper was talken over by Moz, Barbara

Q

vised for six vears., At the beginning of 1951-52 school

Mrs. Hogan became Sponsor.

Por the Tfirst four yvears the Chatter

the school duplicator. However, with an enormous increasse 1in

sales the volume of work out grew the canacity of Tl

IS

and it became necessary to have the paper printed at a local Tivm.

were sold, with 1ts continued growth th

of one thousand copies each periocd,
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The Chatter Roxe--a four page edibi
close of each six week period and sells at five cents each copy.
However, at commencement, an eight page edition 1s lssued which

et .

sells for ten centse

[=



The (Chatter Box is financed through two channels of income:

(1) Ads are sold To business [firms for five dollars
a year (six ads).
(2) Student sales are the second source of
The papsers are civen to ths teachers w
them to the pupils. “*he pupils are resy
the homeroom teacher who reports them
SpoONsOr,

Copy material, by and large, is studer
The paper was ori~inally bhezun with student par

ective, Primarily, the paper serves a

Lhus the school publicity organ seprves ag enother medium

of student expression and an ovtlet and avenue of student par-



The Survey

Ag we stated in our introduction,we were trying to find
out what Negroes are doing in Danville and *he part the school
is wlaying in preparing these Nezroes for their vocations, Te
have placed these vovations under four clageificatione,- Pre-
feesions,Pusiness,Skilled,and Unskillied Labor, We have listed
each vocation umder the proper classification ag intervieweds
They ares as follows:

P:ofeecion Business
Wale Woe Ferale Noe Male We Female Wo,
Doctore 2 Marges 3 Morticians @ Meortician 1
Ministers iz Teachers 14 Miscel  veous 9 Beantician 3
Teachars 5 Contractorse 5 Wight Club 1
Tosal Male and Femzle 56 Total Male and Female ST
Skilled Labor Ungkilled Labor
Mechanics B8 Pressers a8 Genavel Laborers 152
Cooke 7 Blackemithe 1 Domestic and Janitor—
Shoemaker 1 Stone lizson 2 ial Service 54
Decorators & Baker 1 Jerters 5
Carpenters 4 EButcher 1 Irrecvlar Wmployrent ete 58
Floriste P Furrier 1
Plagterers 4 Railroad Shep 19
Chauffeurs ¢  Plumbers i L
Total 6Gkilled Laborers 74 Totel Uneki " ed Laborers 217

According to the informati.. cbtained we have thirty-eix
men and womenmn listed im the professions. Weo comsider this = fair
ratio tc the number of homes intervies.-d;tut in businese we have
listed only mineteemn. Thi: number we comsider s poor ratic to the
aurber cf himes intsrviewed. In order %o be a stronmg radial group,
it is necessary that more Wegroes establish worthwhile business

placee. It not crly furalishee employmert to our greoun which is so
essential tc the welfare of any race or natiom.

There are seventy-four men and women listed as skilled la-
borers. Our investigation has brought out the fact that in nearly
every instance,these individuals learmed their trades by working
fer somecne elseo While such methods have served well in the past,
it seems t0 be 2 poor way Ho trainm mean =nd women to Fit into this
pregent day civilization. In this day of wodern invention and +ec h
nical skill, the men and women that are mostly in demand are thoge
who have been trained in school and have gained their sxnerience
through apprenticeshipe.

We have listed two hundred and seventeern men and women in
the unskilled grcup. we have ccme to the comclusion that the num-
ber of umskilled laborers are too large for the number of howes
interviewed. We therefore urge Negroes of the coupunity to seek
that tppe of itralning that will gradually ircrease the skilled
laborers and gradually decrease the umekilled workerg., Thie ie nse-
essary 1f our group 1s %o keep pace with the ohanging corditione,



Our interview took into comeideration the hohbies of the ime
dividuals comtacted, this phase of the work was very interestihg im
. that the hobbies were so waried. They ranged from reading dowm tc
drinking and clowning. While we do not have all of these hobbles
listed here,we have taken into comsideratior the omes we think im=
pertant. They are as follows!

Hen Bumber Wowen Heaker
Reading 83 Reading 00
Dutdoor Sporte 8BS - Outdoor Sporte 24
Church Activitliesg & husch Aetivi tieslD
Card ,Playing 5 Card Playing 8
Gar Riding 7 Sowing | ©  of

B8ince education 18 suprosed %o it individnales %5 live a
more wholesome life,and sinoe modera invemtion hag made possible
80 much leisure,we believe that the school ehould play an important
part im guiding individuals in the wise selection of hobbles.

The church is one of the oldest and west influentiasl organ-
izations im the world. In every age slmnce the begirnimg of time,this
irstitution has played its part for geod or bad. At times 1% has caus~
ed blood shed and much suffering;but no institution has made = great-
er ocontributiom to civilizatiom., Our interest was to find out how mar-
y people in the homes oomtacted belomged %o the church. Our findings
were as follows: :

Ghuroh Men_ Women Children
Baptist® 143 185 145
Methodist 75 85 48
Christian .12 19 14
Church of God ‘ 13 25 3
Catholic 7 3 8
Congregetiondliet 1

This does not represemnt the total church membership iam the
city of Damville,but 1t does represent the membership on the basils
of the mumber of homes comtacted., Therefore we come %o the comolusion
that if the church is to keep pace with the very fime record it has
made in the past,it is very essential for more citizens of Danville
to take an active interest in this institution,and a more constructiwe
program be presented by the leaders,

Fducation is very essential to the welfare of any cowmunity.
Therefore we became interested in the edusation of the Negroes of
Danvilles The educational qualifications are grogped as follows:-
Grade School,High School,College,and Tniveraity. It does not mean
that in every instance the imndividuals il the groupe have succese-
fully compleed the grades in which they are,but it does mean that
in their quest for education they have besr exposed %o that type of
training.

Type of 8chool Hen Women

[ty

Grade School : 244 247



g

Type of Schcol Contimusd

len Women
High S8chool 33 44
College 186 23
University 3 5

We find that the women are wore highly educated than the
rmens We do not believe that this condition shovld exist since men
are supposed 0 be the breadyianers. We recomrend that more men take
advantage <f edueation because they are the heads of the howes and
should be in a3 vpoeition to play their part intelligently.ln cilsr-
words,all things Teing equal, the man should be in ;osition to take
care of the wife instead of the wife taking care of hime

Conclusion

The program of education is an o0ld,cld program, Shortly af-
ter the colonists came to America,they scor : .7 the need of an educa-
ticnal pystem. The first attempt at educ.tion came through private
tutore. From this beginnirng came ocur private scheolr and later the
free public schocls, Benjamin TFrankiin finally saw_the need of es-
tablishing a high school,d+HFesddidfdd e 2 result of his viciim,
the firet high school in this country wae established in Peansylvan—
iae

. Strangely enough Framklin's philosophy of education was sim-
ilar to the modsrn trends of today.That is,he wanted %o teach boye
the business of living. Today the demand is the same., If it is the
air @f our community to teach futurs citizens the business of living,
then we are wondering if our eduvcational as comstructed,is meeting
that need? Here in Danville we have an slaborate public scheol evs—
+ame Every year the taxpayere pay thousands ©f dollars %o eduoate
the p =1 and women of tomorrow., Is this mcney spent wiselv or is there
a need for a revised program in the light of modern trends?

We the members of the Senicr Class are of the cpinion that
Bate School has served the community well over a long period cf years.
0f the three hundred and forty-six homes contacted,one hundred and
ninety-nihe families owned their homes,and two hundred and twenty-
five were renting. This takes into comsideratiorn twe farilies liv-
ing together in a number of instances.No dovbt but whaf the thrift
and ingenuity oa the part of a large majority of these cltizens
were gained through practices acquired in zchoole

But this ie the dawn of a new day. gonditions have changed,
and it is necessary for institutions to change to meet the ever
schanging demands. Since this is true, them we must gomfess that our
sohool must change t0 iect these new demands.We believ the time has
when Vocationzl Education should play am impc~tant oart in the edu-
cational program of Bate School. In the last twosyears Shere have
been twenty-five students tongraduate from Bate High Schocl,These
gtudents have completed a course that fitted ther for college. A
cheokup shows that only six have gome %o ecllege. To be exact, twen=
ty four i ~-cent have gome to college,while seventy-six percent of
the Bate High School graduates are living in this and other :om-
munityes with no particular preparation for ..ie.



ntroduction

Danville 1s loc-ted “n one of the rost reautirful spots in
It 13 3s the heabt of t.e Blue “ra=s Regpion which
en famovs Tor teavtiful woren and thorouzh bred
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T alstory of MDanvi . znd dsztes hack
to 1718, when “alker Nanie -3 ction and lo-
coted, 1 '1 city & its s “‘nce th t mem-
oralle mrrunt ty ha  wnlaved e nt part in
the af state and nation.

lchDowell, one of the most farous phvsicians of his
fir odmin operation in a building now

wa- t .1 operation to
performed is now a state
e pank which is now bound-
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T treatse Two years «azo the
as mich 1s said to te the
cour le. Tt was in this building
n possl cf Virzinia

Ta
is T eo al-
50 a Ir
sale of
numker y 1le was kncwn a:= t e At ens of Ken-
€cavse o: its i ols w ich .ave caused an intel-
; Today it is known far and wide
tusiress and education, [t i3 Le=
tenior Class ha:z made a survey
»ing in this community, and to de-
1 is doing in preparing them
following and are to follow in
w Yas Mzde
how to make a =urvey, .nd tair dif-
ri en we felt et we had talkeﬁ a-
ot o crk, we¢ div ded our-elve: into
four groups, each having a certain section of the town to COVer.,
It required four days to canvass the city; after which we came
baclk to the schonl and “egan the job of compiling our material.
y we visited four hundred and thirty-six omes
zet any information from seventy-one of these
e wWas at Lomeo mizat refused to give us any
¢ could not because of illne =, Thus our
on fac otten from three hundred and for-
1y sce nections of the city.
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Professor John William Bate

2003-2004 APPLICATION DOCUMENTATION

PRESENTED BY DANVILLE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MR. ROBERT ROWLAND, SUPERINTEDENT
THE BATE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
MS. EMMA ROSE SHANNON--CHAIRPERSON

BATE HIGH SCHOOL
DANVILLE, KENTUCKY




’ﬁ'm Charles DeRoy Grey - 109A Lisa Court - Georgetown, Ky. 40324
o S Phone (502)863-2332 e-mail greyc1@Belilsouth.Net
Bate High School
Nanville, Kentucky

BULL DOGS
Kentucky Historical Society:

Historical Highway Marker Application Form
Cover Sheet---Required For All Application

October 1, 2004 deadline
NAME: Danville Schools / Bate Alumni Association Inc.

ADDRESS: Mr. Robert Rowland, Superintendent ----152 E. Martin Luther King Boulevard--Danville, Ky. 40422
Ms. Emma Rose Shannon, CHAIRPERSON-----533 South Second Street---Danville, Ky. 40422

CONTACT ADDRESS: Robert Rowland, Chuck Stallard and Melanie Ansorge (Same Address)

DAYTIME PHONE

(859)936-8512----------Mr. Chuck Stallard----152 E. Martin Luther King Boulevard--Danville, Ky. 40422
(859)936-8518---------- Ms. Melanie Ansorge--152 E. Martin Luther King Boulevard--Danville, Ky. 40422
859-236-5574 ----—---E-mail address--emmarose @bellsouth.net (Chairperson)
859-576-2917 (Cell) ------=---- E-mail address--greyc1@bellsouth.net (Historian)

Signature of application: Mr. Robert Rowland -----Ms. Emma Rose Shannon

Local Newspaper: The Kentucky Advocate, Danville Ky. 40422

State Representative Dist:--MIKE HARMAN--State Senate District:--TOM BUFORD--U.S. Congressional District:
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1. Subject of proposed marker: PROFESSOR JOHN WILLIAM BATE

2. Text different on each side

3. A historic person

4. Kentucky African American History
Brief significant to Ky. History

Professor John William Bate began teaching in Danville, Kentucky in 1879. He received his A.B. Degree from
Berea College in 1881 and continued teaching in the one room school on Stanford Road. Professor Bate stated
"Fifty-nine years are a long time to work in one place. | came to Danville at 26 and retired from teaching at 85.

| found a one-room school and left a building of twenty rooms. | was the one teacher and now there are fifteen.
| found six students and | left a school with 600." His foresight and dedication provided the opportunity for

African American children in Danville, Kentucky to obtain an High School education.

. On public grounds 6. Stanford Avenue, adjacent to Bate Middle School 7. Boyle 8. Danville
d. Within the city limits on U. S. . 10. No date established. 11. Danville Board of Education
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Marker Side One and Two:

The former site of the Bate High School Stanford Avenue, Danville, Kentucky,
established by Professor John W. Bate in 1912, Demolished 1978.

Professor John William Bate
December 22, 1854---September 8, 1945

Born a slave in Jefferson County. Mr. Bate teaching began in the Danville summer school program in
1879. He received his B.A. Degree from Berea in 1881 and continued teaching in the one-room schoo
on Stanford Road.

"“Fifty-nine years are a long time to work in one place." | came to the school at 26 and retired from Bat
at 85. | found a one-room school and | left a building of twenty rooms. | was the one teacher and now
there are fifteen. | found six students and left a school with 600."

KENTUCKY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PAGE 4--TEXT PAGE

MARKER SUBJECT: Professor John William Bate

PERSON COMPLETING DOCUMENTATION:
Charles D. Grey 502-863-2332 Cell Phone. 859-576-2917----e-mail greyc1@belisouth.net
(Bate Alumni Association HISTORIAN)

DOCUMENTATIONS MATERAL REFERANCES
1. FROM: THE DANVILLE MESSENGER 11-1-1939.
2. FROM: COURIER LOURNAL--SUNDAY AUGUST 10, 1941
3. NEWS PAPER ARTICAL CONFIRMING THE DEATH OF PROFESSOR JOHN W. BATE.

4. THE TWO OTHER PRINCIPLE OF BATE HIGH SCHOOL ERROR.
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Marker Subject: Professor John William Bate Charles D. Grey
(502)863-2332

e-mail greyc1@bellsouth.net

FACT
ESTABLISHED IN 1912--DOMOLISHED IN 1978 Suggest the Board of Education Confirm
The correct dates.

PROF. JOHN W. BATE

Borned--DEC. 22, 1854 From The Danville Messenger, 11-1-1939
DIES---September 8, 1945 News Paper Artical 9-13-45
BORN A SLAVE IN JEFFERSON COUNTY, SIX MILES From Courier Journal Sunday Aug. 10, 1941

FROM LOUISVILLE ON THE RIVER ROAD.

MR. BATE TEACHING BEGAN IN DANVILLE SUMMER From The Danville Messenger 11-1-1939
SCHOOL PROGRAM IN 1879. HE RECEIVED HIS A.B. Page (2)

DEGREE FROM BEREA IN 1881 AND CONTINUED

(EACHING IN THE ONE ROOM SCHOOL ON

STANFORD ROAD.

"FIFTY-NINE YEARS ARE A LONG TIME TO WORK IN From The Courier Journal Aug. 10, 1941
ONE PLACE." Page (3)

“I CAME TO THE SCHOOL AT 26 AND RETIRED FROM
BATE SCHOOL AT 85."

"I FOUND A ONE-ROOM SCHOOL AND | LEFT A
BUILDING OF TWENTY ROOMS."

"I WAS THE ONE TEACHER AND NOW THERE ARE
FIFTEEN."

“I FOUND SIX STUDENTS AND | LEFT A SCHOOL
WITH 600."

NOTE:
ALL DOCUMENTATION WAS ACQUIRED FROM THE BEREA COLLEGE ARCHIVES.
Mr. Shannon Wilson
Archivist
Berea College
Berea, Ky. 40404
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Mr. John William Bate was always referred to
respectfully as "Professor" Bate in the African
American community. We do not have records
stating that Mr. Bate received a Doctoral Degree.

MR. H. E. GOODLOE WAS PRINCIPAL AT BATE
HIGH SCHOOL FROM 1941 TO 1950 CONFIRM MR. GOODLOE AND MR. SUMMERS
DATES OF SERVICE WITH THE DANVILLE

BOARD OF EDUCATION.

MR. WILLIAMS SUMMERS WAS PRINCIPAL AT
BATE HIGH SCHOOL FROM 1950 TO 1967.
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American Missionary Association

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The American Missionary Association (AMA) was a Protestant-based abolitionist group founded on
September 3, 1846 in Albany, New York. The main purpose of this organization was to abolish
slavery, to educate African Americans, to promote racial equality, and to promote Christian values. Its
members and leaders were of both races and chiefly affiliated with Congregationalist, Methodist and

Presbyterian churches.

History

The American Missionary Association was started by members of the American Home Missionary
Society (AHMS) and the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions (ABCFM), who
were disappointed that their first organizations refused to take stands against slavery and accepted
contributions from slaveholders. From the beginning the leadership was integrated: the first board was

made up of 12 men, four of them black.!!

The organization started the American Missionary magazine, which published from 1846 through
1934. (Cornell University Library has editions accessible online in its Making of America digital

library.m) Among its efforts was the founding of anti-slavery churches. For instance, the abolitionist
Owen Lovejoy was among the Congregational ministers of the AMA who helped plant 115 anti-slavery churches in Illinois before the

American Civil War, aided by the strong westward migration of population from the East.?!*!

Members of the AMA started their support of education for blacks before the Civil War, and it recruited teachers for the numerous
contraband camps that developed in the South during the war. By war's end, there were 100 contraband camps, and many had AMA
teachers. The AMA also served the Roanoke Island Freedmen's Colony (1863—1867). Located on an island occupied by Union troops,

the colony was intended to be self-sustaining. It was supervised by Horace James, a Congregational chaplain appointed by the Army
as "Superintendent for Negro Affairs in the North Carolina District". The first of 27 teachers who volunteered through the AMA was

his cousin, Elizabeth James.[") By 1864 the colony had more than 2200 residents, and both children and adults filled the classrooms in
the several one-room schools, as they were eager for learning. The missionary teachers also evangelized and helped provide the

limited medical care of the time.[!

The AMA's pace of founding schools and colleges increased during and after the war. Freedmen, historically free blacks, and white
sympathizers alike believed that education was a priority for the newly freed slaves. Altogether, "the AMA founded more than five
hundred schools and colleges for the freedmen of the South during and after the Civil War, spending more money for that purpose
than the Freedmen's Bureau of the federal government."" Among the eleven colleges they founded were Berea College and Atlanta
University, (1865); Fisk University, (1866); Hampton Institute (1868) and Tougaloo College, (1869); Dillard University, Talladega
College, LeMoyne/LeMoyne-Owen College, Tillotson/Huston-Tillotson University, and Avery Normal Institute (1867) (now part of
the College of Charleston). Together with the Freedmen's Bureau, the AMA founded Howard University in Washington, D.C. in 1867.
In addition, the AMA organized the Freedmen's Aid Society, which recruited northern teachers for the schools and arranged to find
housing for them in the South.

By the 1870s, the AMA national office had relocated to New York City. Its magazine American Missionary had a circulation of
20,000 in the 19th century, ten times that of the abolitionist William Garrison's magazine.!"] The Cornell University Library has

editions from 1878-1901 accessible online in its Making of America digital library.?!

While the AMA became notable in the United States with its work in opposition to slavery and in support of education for freedmen, it
also worked in missions in numerous nations overseas. The 19th-century missionary effort was strong in China and east Asia.

Over time, the association became most closely aligned with the Congregational Christian Churches. Most of those congregations
have become members of the United Church of Christ (UCC). The AMA maintained its distinct identity until 1999, when a
restructuring of the UCC merged it into the Justice and Witness Ministries division.

The records of the American Missionary Association are housed at the Amistad Research Center, located at Tulane University in New
Orleans.
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Freedmen's Bureau

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
(Redirected from Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands)

The Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, usually et et e e s
referred to as simply the Freedmen's Bureau, was a U.S. federal ' 5 il A ]
government agency that aided distressed freedmen (freed slaves) in 1865 y 0 .
—1869, during the Reconstruction era of the United States.

The Freedmen's Bureau Bill, which created the Freedmen's Bureau, was
initiated by President Abraham Lincoln and was intended to last for one
year after the end of the Civil War. It was passed on March 3, 1865, by
Congress to aid former slaves through legal food and housing, oversight,
education, health care, and employment contracts with private
landowners. It became a key agency during Reconstruction, assisting
freedmen (freed ex-slaves) in the South. The Bureau was part of the
United States Department of War. Headed by Union Army General
Oliver O. Howard, the Bureau was operational from 1865 to 1871. It was
disbanded under President Ulysses S. Grant. ‘ A Bureau agent stands between armed groups of Southern

whites and Freedmen in this 1868 picture from Harper's
‘ Weekly.
|8 R

At the end of the war, the Bureau's main role was providing emergency
food, housing, and medical aid to refugees, though it also helped reunite
families. Later, it focused its work on helping the freedmen adjust to

their conditions of freedom. Its main job was setting up work
opportunities and supervising labor contracts. It soon became, in effect, a military court that handled legal issues. By 1866, it was

attacked by Southern whites for organizing blacks against their former masters. Although some of their subordinate agents were
unscrupulous or incompetent, the majority of local Bureau agents were hindered in carrying out their duties by the opposition of
former Confederates, the lack of a military presence to enforce their authority, and an excessive amount of paperwork.!!!

President Andrew Johnson vetoed a bill for an increase of power of the Bureau, supported by Radical Republicans, on February 19,
1866.
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Achievements

Day-to-day duties
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The Bureau helped solve everyday problems of the newly freed slaves, such as clothing, food, water, health care, communication with

Page 2 of 7

family members, and jobs. The Bureau distributed 15 million rations of food to African Americans.??! The Bureau set up a system
where planters could borrow rations in order to feed freedmen they employed. Though the Bureau set aside $350,000 for this service,

only $35,000 (10%) was borrowed. [¢/@/ion needed]

Despite the good intentions, efforts, and limited success of the Bureau, medical treatment of the freedmen was severely deficient.?)

Gender roles

Freedman's Bureau agents, at first, complained that freed women were refusing to contract
their labor. They attempted to make freed women work by insisting that their husbands sign
contracts obligating the whole family to work in the cotton industry, and by declaring that
unemployed freed women should be treated as vagrants just as men were. The Bureau did
allow some exceptions such as married women with employed husbands and some
"worthy" women who had been widowed or abandoned and had large families of small
children and thus could not work. "Unworthy" women, meaning the unruly and prostitutes,

were the ones usually subjected to punishment for vagrancy.[*

Under slavery, some marriages were informal, though there are many documented accounts
of slave owners presiding over marriage ceremonies for their slaves. Others were separated
during wartime chaos. The Bureau agents helped many families in their attempts to reunite
after the war. The Bureau had an informal regional communications system that allowed
agents to send inquiries and provide answers. It sometimes provided transportation to
reunite families. Freedmen and freed women turned to the Bureau for assistance in
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| Marriage certificate issued by the Bureau
| of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned

v ) | Lands, Wilson County, Tennessee, 1866
resolving issues of abandonment and divorce. S S

Education

The most widely recognized among the achievements of the Freedman’s Bureau are its accomplishments in the field of education.
Prior to the Civil War, no southern state had a system of universal, state-supported public education. Former slaves wanted such a
system while the wealthier whites opposed the idea. Freedmen had a strong desire to learn to read and write and worked hard to
establish schools in their communities prior to the advent of the Freedmen's Bureau.

Oliver Otis Howard was the first Freedmen's Bureau Commissioner. Through his leadership the bureau was divided into four
divisions: Government-Controlled Lands, Records, Financial Affairs, and Medical Affairs. Education was considered part of the
Records division. Howard tumed over confiscated property, government buildings, books, and furniture to superintendents to be used
in the education of freedmen and provided transportation and room and board for teachers.

By 1866, missionary and aid societies worked in conjunction with the Freedmen's Bureau to provide education for former slaves. The
American Missionary Association was particularly active, establishing eleven colleges in southern states for the education of
freedmen. The primary focus of these groups was to raise funds to pay teachers and manage schools, while the secondary focus was
the day-to-day operation of individual schools. After 1866, Congress appropriated some funds to use in the freedmen's schools. The
main source of educational revenue for these schools came through a Congressional Act that gave the Freedmen's Bureau the power to

seize Confederate property for educational use.

George Ruby, an African American, served as teacher and school administrator and as a traveling inspector for the bureau, observing
local conditions, aiding in the establishment of black schools, and evaluating the performance of Bureau field officers. Blacks

supported him, but planters and other whites opposed him."!

Overall, the Bureau spent $5 million to set up schools for blacks. By the end of 1865, more than 90,000 former slaves were enrolled as
students in public schools. Attendance rates at the new schools for freedmen were between 79 and 82 percent. Brigadier General
Samuel Chapman Armstrong created and led Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute in 1868.

The Freedmen's Bureau published their own freedmen's textbook. They emphasized the bootstrap philosophy, meaning that everyone
had the ability to work hard and pull themselves up by their bootstraps and do better in life. These readers had some traditional literacy
lessons and others on the life and works of Abraham Lincoln, excerpts from the Bible focused on forgiveness, biographies of famous
African Americans with emphasis on their piety, humbleness and industry; and essays on humility, the work ethic, temperance, loving
your enemies, and avoiding bitterness.!®!

By 1870, there were more than 1,000 schools for freedmen in the South.”) J. W. Alvord, an inspector for the Bureau, wrote that the
freedmen "have the natural thirst for knowledge," aspire to "power and influence ... coupled with learning," and are excited by "the
special study of books." Among the former slaves, children and adults sought this new opportunity to learn. After the Bureau was
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abolished, some of its achievements collapsed under the weight of white violence against schools and teachers for blacks. After the
1870s, when white Democrats regained power of southern governments, they reduced funds available to fund public education. In the
1890s they passed Jim Crow laws establishing legal segregation of public places. Segregated schools and other services for blacks

were consistently underfunded.™

By 1871, northerners' interest in reconstructing the South with military power had waned. Northerners were beginning to tire of the
effort that Reconstruction required, were discouraged at the high rate of continuing violence around elections, and were ready for the
South to take care of itself. All of the southern states had created new constitutions that established universal, publicly funded

education. Groups based in the North began to redirect their money toward universities and colleges founded to educate African-
American leaders.

Teachers

Until recently historians believed that most Bureau teachers were well-educated Yankee women motivated by religion and
abolitionism. New research finds that half the teachers were southern whites; one-third were blacks, and one-sixth were northern
whites.®] Few were abolitionists; few came from New England. Men outnumbered women. The salary was the strongest motivation
except for the northerners, who were typically funded by northern organizations and had a humanitarian motivation. As a group, only
the black cohort showed a commitment to racial equality; they were the ones most likely to remain teachers. The school curriculum

resembled that of schools in the north.”

Colleges

The building and opening of schools of higher learning for African Americans coincided with the shift in focus for the Freedmen's Aid
Societies from an elementary education for all African Americans to a high school and college education for African-American
leaders. Both of these events worked in concert with concern on the part of white officials working with African Americans in the
South. These officials were concerned about the lack of a moral or financial foundation seen in the African-American community and

traced that lack of foundation back to slavery.

Generally, they believed that blacks needed help to enter a free labor market and reconstruct family life. Heads of local American
Missionary Associations sponsored various educational and religious efforts for African Americans. Samuel Chapman Armstrong of
the Hampton Institute and Booker T. Washington began the call for institutions of higher learning so black students could leave home

and "live in an atmosphere conducive not only to scholarship but to culture and refinement".['"

Most of these colleges, universities and normal schools combined what they believed were the best fundamentals of a college with that
of the home. At the majority of these schools, students were expected to bathe a prescribed number of times per week, maintain an
orderly living space, and present a particular appearance. At many of these institutions, Christian principles and practices were also

part of the daily regime.

Educational legacy

Despite the untimely dissolution of the Freedman's Bureau, its legacy still lives on through historically black colleges and universities
(HBCUs). Under the direction and sponsorship of the Bureau, together with the American Missionary Association in many cases,
from approximately 1866 until its termination in 1872, an estimated 25 institutions of higher learning for black youth were
established, ! many of which remain in operation today (for example, St. Augustine's College, Fisk University, Johnson C. Smith
University, Clark Atlanta University, Dillard University, Shaw University, Virginia Union University, and Tougaloo College).

As 0f 2009, there exist approximately 105 United Negro College Fund HBCU s that range in scope, size, organization and orientation.
Under the Education Act of 1965, Congress officially defined an HBCU as "an institution whose principal missions were and are the
education of Black Americans". HBCUs graduate over 50% of African-American professionals, 50% of African-American public
school teachers, and 70% of African-American dentists. In addition, 50% of African Americans who graduate from HBCUs go on to
pursue graduate or professional degrees. One in three degrees held by African Americans in the natural sciences, and half the degrees

held by African Americans in mathematics were earned at HBCUs.[!?!

Perhaps the best known of these institutions is Howard University, founded in Washington, D.C., in 1867, with the aid of the
Freedmen’s Bureau. It was named for the commissioner of the Freedmen’s Bureau, General Oliver Otis Howard. ']
Church establishment

After the Civil War, control over existing churches was a contentious issue. The Methodist denomination had split into regional
associations prior to the war. In some cities, Northern Methodists seized control of Southern Methodist buildings. Numerous northern
denominations, including the independent black denominations of the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) and African Methodist

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bureau_of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands 1/31/2012



Freedmen's Bureau - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia Page 4 of 7

Episcopal Zion, sent missionaries to the South to help the freedmen. By this time the independent black denominations were
increasingly well organized and prepared to evangelize to the freedmen. Within a decade, the AME and AME Zion churches had

gained hundreds of thousands of new members and were rapidly organizing new congregations.[”]

Even before the war, blacks had established independent Baptist congregations in some cities and towns, such as Silver Bluff,
Charleston, Petersburg, and Richmond. In many places, especially in more rural areas, they shared public services with whites. Often
enslaved blacks met secretly to conduct their own services away from white supervision or oversight.'*! After the war, freedmen
mostly withdrew from multi-racial congregations in order to be free to worship as they pleased away from white supervision.

Northern mission societies raised funds for land, buildings, teachers' salaries, and basic necessities such as books and furniture. For
[15]

years they used networks throughout their churches to raise money for freedmen's education and worship.

Continuing insurgency

Most of the assistant commissioners, realizing that African Americans would not
receive fair trials in the civil courts, tried to handle black cases in their own |

Bureau courts. Southern whites objected that this was unconstitutional. In | LT U R NP S 6 T 55 b
Alabama, state and county judges were commissioned as Bureau agents. They i 1 S
were to try cases involving blacks with no distinctions on racial grounds. If a e |
judge refused, martial law could be instituted in his district. All but three judges

accepted their unwanted commissions, and the governor urged compliance.!'®!

Perhaps the most difficult region was Louisiana's Caddo-Bossier district. It had
not experienced wartime devastation or Union occupation. Understaffed and
weakly supported by federal troops, well-meaning Bureau agents found their
investigations blocked and authority undermined at every turn by recalcitrant

B

plantation owners. Murders of freedmen were common, and suspects in these o g L
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cases went unprosecuted. Bureau agents did manage to negotiate labor contracts,
build schools and hospitals, and provide the freedmen a sense of their own

humanity through the agents' willingness to help.m]

Poster attacking Freedmen's Bureau

In March 1872, at the request of President Ulysses S. Grant and the Secretary of the Interior, Columbus Delano, General Howard was
asked to temporarily leave his duties as Commissioner of the Bureau to deal with Indian affairs in the west. Upon returning from his
assignment in November 1872, General Howard discovered that the Bureau and all of its activities had been officially terminated by
Congress, effective as of June (Howard, 1907). In his autobiography, General Howard expressed great frustration in regard to what
had taken place without his knowledge, stating "the legislative action, however, was just what I desired, except that I would have
preferred to close out my own Bureau and not have another do it for me in an unfriendly manner in my absence."!®! All documents
and matters pertaining to the Freedmen's Bureau were transferred from the office of General Howard to the War Department of the

United States Congress.
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