
Memphis, TN



 Lorraine Motel, 
Mulberry St, 
Memphis, TN



 Slavery and Slave Trade Exhibit





Many 
former 
slaves and 
free blacks 
moved from 
Kentucky to 
Nicodemus, 
KS, 1870s



Schools have 
always been 
important to the 
African-
American 
Community



In the 1920s, 
Rosenwald
schools provided 
a good education 
to many African-
Americans in 
Kentucky as well 
as the rest of the 
South.





 Plessy v Ferguson, 1896, 8-1 
vote by SCOTUS

 Justice John Marshall Harlan 
only dissenter – born in Boyle 
County

 Allowed “Jim Crow” laws, and 
school segregation for the next 
50 years



 Beginning 
1864, with US 
Colored 
Troops

 Segregated 
until 1948

 Offered a way 
out

 WW2 vets 
signaled 
change in the 
air



 All men had to register 
for “The Draft”

 Many from Boyle County 
area enlisted

 Example -- Wallace 
Gaines, 369th “Harlem 
Hellfighters”, buried in 
Shelby City Cemetery



 Churches
 Benevolent 

Societies
 Fraternal 

Organizations
 Sisterhoods



 A way of 
enforcing 
“Jim Crow 
laws

 No hiding 
behind 
masks, as no 
one in the 
South would 
convict 
perpetrators





 Movement began at 
university level

 Often dealing with law 
schools

 Step by Step, 1930s to 
1954

 Movement spread to 
public schools by 1950s



 Harlem 
Renaissance

 Black poets, 
Paul Lawrence 
Dunbar (1872-
1906), Langston 
Hughes (1902-
1967)

 Rise of Jazz and 
Blues



The night is beautiful,
So the faces of my people.

The stars are beautiful,
So the eyes of my people

Beautiful, also, is the sun.
Beautiful, also, are the souls of my people.”

Langston Hughes, "My People" in The Crisis 
(October 1923)[

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Langston_Hughes


 Roots in 
songs of 
field 
workers, 
and the 
rural black 
church

 Expression 
of anger 
against 
personal 
and political 
experiences





 Irene Morgan v. 
Commonwealth
of Virginia, 
328 U.S. 373
(1946)

 Virginia's state 
law enforcing 
segregation on 
interstate buses 
was illegal



 Tour guide for 
African-
Americans

 Aided black 
travelers in 
finding black-
friendly 
accommodations, 
restaurants, filling 
stations



 Brown v. Board 
of Education of 
Topeka, Kansas, 
1954

 Culmination of 
decades of legal 
wrangling

 Led to push for 
equality in other 
areas



 Rosa Parks, December 1955
 Montgomery Bus Boycott, Dec 1955 – Dec 1956
 Lunch Counter Sit-ins, Greensboro, NC, Feb 1960
 Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), 1960
 Freedom Rides, 1961
 James Meredith, University of Mississippi, 1962
 “I Have A Dream”, Dr Martin Luther King, Jr, Aug 1963
 Mississippi Freedom Summer, 1963
 Selma to Montgomery March, 1965
 Voting Rights Act, 1965



 Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat
 Arrested, sparking bus boycott lasting over a year









 Jo Ann 
Robinson, 
English 
professor at 
Alabama 
State College

 The night 
Parks was 
arrested, 
Robinson 
secretly 
printed off 
35,000 
flyers, 
calling for a 
boycott.



 Police 
photos of 
women 
arrested at 
the 
beginning 
of the 
Boycott



 Earl Little killed by white 
supremacists; his son, Malcolm 
Little, changed his name to 
Malcolm X – because slaves 
didn’t have last names

 Became leader of Nation of 
Islam

 Originally called for separation 
of blacks and whites

 Considered extremist by many 
in the Civil Rights movement

 Later moderated his views



 Began 1960, Greensboro, NC
 Later spread through much 

of the US





 Movement began 1961, successful by 1963



 Organized 1961
 Tested ICC regulations 

and court orders barring 
segregation in interstate 
transportation. 

 Riders are 
beaten in 
Birmingham 
and 
Montgomery,
Ala.



 921,353 blacks 1960
 60% of farmers don’t 

own their own land
 5 libraries statewide
 4 hospitals statewide
 Income $984, 1/3 of 

white income
 70% of housing 

dilapidated
 5% of eligible voters 

registered







 After attack on Freedom 
Riders, White House had to 
respond

 Negotiated with Alabama 
governor to get Freedom 
Riders out of Alabama

 Did not try to solve problem 
of segregation



 Newspaper from 
East Berlin reports 
on “Nazi bandits” in 
Alabama

 Communist 
government used 
attack as anti-
American 
propaganda





 The Freedom Singers
formed in 1962 in 
Albany, Georgia, to 
educate communities 
about civil rights issues 
through song.

 Performed as many as 
four concerts a day. 

 Mostly spirituals and 
hymns. 

 Venues included college 
campuses, churches, 
house parties, 
demonstrations, 
marches, and jails. 

 Often jailed for refusing 
to leave an area.



 Julian Bond
 Leader in 

nonviolent action in 
Atlanta

 Georgia General 
Assembly, 20 years

 NAACP Chairman, 
10 years



 Stokely
Carmichael

 Pushed for equal 
political and 
economic 
opportunity

 Ideas became 
Black Power 
movement



 15 Sep 1963
 Bomb blast at 16th

St Baptist Church
 Killed 4 girls
 Two boys killed 

later that day
 No prosecutions 

for 14 years
 Led to passage of 

Civil Rights Act of 
1964





“Rather than force our 
way into someone else’s 
restaurant or public place 
… we should get our 
own.  Once we have our 
own, we’re respected for 
the fact that we can create 
our own.

Malcolm X, January 24, 
1965





 Marches from Selma 
to Montgomery, AL

 Jimmie Lee Jackson, 
26, participating in a 
march led by the 
Southern Christian 
Leadership 
Conference, is killed 
by Alabama state 
troopers as he attempts 
to prevent them from 
beating his mother and 
grandfather.



The Voting 
Rights 
Act passed and 
was signed into 
law on August 6, 
effectively 
ending 
literacy tests and 
other 
obstacles used to 
disenfranchise 
African
American and 
other 
minority 
citizens.



 Johnson to Joint Session of 
Congress, Mar 15, 1965

 There is no Negro problem
 There is no Southern problem
 There is no Northern problem
 There is only an American 

problem
 Push for passage of Civil 

Rights Act of 1965
 “Their cause must be our 

cause too because it is not just 
Negroes but really it is all of 
us, who must overcome the 
crippling legacy of bigotry 
and injustice…”



Johnson, a 
white 
Southern 
Democrat, 
championed 
the Civil 
Rights 
movement







28 March 1968, Dr King marches with Memphis sanitation 
workers on strike



That's the question 
before you tonight.  … 
The question is not, 
"If I stop to help this 
man in need, what will 
happen to me?" The 
question is, "If I do 
not stop to help the 
sanitation workers, 
what will happen to 
them?" That's the 
question.
Memphis, April 3, 
1968 



Like anybody, I would like to live
a long life. Longevity has its
place. But I'm not concerned
about that now. I just want to do
God's will. And He's allowed me
to go up to the mountain. And I've
looked over. And I've seen the
Promised Land. I may not get
there with you. But I want you to
know tonight, that we, as a
people, will get to the promised
land!

Memphis, April 3, 1968 







 Dr King 
stepped out on 
the balcony 
outside Room 
306

 A fatal shot 
rang out

 Witnesses 
pointed to a 
boarding 
house across 
Mulberry St







Photo taken 
shortly after the 
assassination
Robert Williams, 
Memphis Commercial 
Appeal



 Building with white windows
 Second floor, right, was where the shot came from
 Underground tunnel leads to Boarding House Museum



 Entrance to tunnel 
leading to Boarding 
House portion of 
Museum

 “I may not get 
there…” from the 
Mountaintop 
Speech



 It was from this 
window that 
James Earl Ray 
supposedly fired 
the fatal shot

 Some 
speculation that 
the shooter was 
NOT Ray



 Wreath 
seen 
outside 
Room 
306

 Museum 
entrance 
behind 
stile



9 April 1968, Ebenezer Baptist Church



Coretta Scott 
King at Dr 
King’s Funeral, 
Pulitzer Prize 
Winning Photo, 
1969
By Moneta 
Sleet











 Most photos taken by Mike Denis or Barry Sanborn
 Some photos courtesy of the NCRM website
 Some quotations from Wikipedia and Great Speeches 

websites


