




• Albert Hawkins, antiques dealer in Danville acquired 
paintings in 1995. 

• He purchased the contents of a barn owned by the 
Bartleston Family in the Clifton Community of Boyle County 

• The Bartlestons were descendants of the Dorams. 
• He really had little idea of the significance at the time. 
• He dusted the portraits off, and noted that “These are Black 

folks!” 
• The Governor Owsley House in Lancaster was interested in 

purchasing them, but Hawkins would not sell at the time. 
• KHS inquired, and again, Hawkins refused to sell. 

 
 



• At this point, Hawkins began researching the 
painter; his findings convinced him that he had to 
share the portraits with the public. 

• After several years, KHS contacted him again, and 
told him it would take several thousand dollars to 
restore the paintings. 

• At this point, Hawkins decided to sell. 
• KHS raised funds to purchase the portraits in July 

2000. 
• After cleaning and conservation, can now be seen 

in permanent exhibit, A Kentucky Journey. 



• Painted 1839 by Patrick Henry Davenport 
(1803-1890), son of Danville tavern owner and 
banker. 

• Davenport educated at Danville Academy, 
became accomplished portrait artist despite 
little training. 

• Believed to be the only paintings of African 
Americans Davenport created. 

• Today, portraits are in very good condition. 
• Once again possible to study faces of these 

extraordinary people and their story. 



• Dennis and Diadamia Doram notable for  
achievements at a time when social and  
political forces aligned to prevent any  
glimmer of the American dream for Blacks. 

• Dennis Doram born into slavery at Indian  
Queen Tavern, estate of Thomas Barbee,  
Danville 1796.   

• His mother Lydia Doram owned by General 
Thomas Barbee, who was also her father.   

• Dennis’s father also named Dennis Doram. 
Family stories say he was part Native American and was not a slave. 



• When Barbee died, will Feb.  7, 1797 freed 
daughter Lydia Doram and her children. 

• Freedom came for children after they reached 
a particular age, 26 for females, 31 for males. 

• Will stipulated that all of the children were to be 
educated in reading and writing, and the boys 
were also to be taught mathematics.  

• Dennis received his freedom in the 1820s.   
• Dennis's freedom and chance at an education 

provided him with the opportunity to succeed.   



• He founded several businesses including a rope and 
hemp factory and proved to be civic minded, as he helped 
establish the Caldwell School for Women (Talbott). 

• One family historian found evidence that Dennis Doram 
was conducting business as early as 1814. 

• His 31st birthday and freedom arrived in 1827 and Dennis 
was working and farming for himself.   

• It is clear that he was successful because in fewer than 
ten years he was buying Danville town lots.   

• When and how he met Diadamia Taylor is unknown. 



• Diadamia Taylor Doram born 1810.   
• She, mother Cloe, and siblings were  

slaves of Moses O. Bledsoe of St.   
Louis, MO. 

• Diadamia’s father, Gibson Taylor, was  
a free man of color.   

• In 1814, Gibson Taylor paid Bledsoe  
$700 to free wife and children (document shown later).   

• Taylor family moved to Kentucky shortly afterwards.   
• Diadamia raised in Harrodsburg, KY, but little else known 

about her youth.   



• The next documented event in her life is her marriage to Dennis 
Doram Feb.  15, 1830 in Mercer County, KY.   

• Together, two former slaves embarked on journey that other African 
Americans with less education and fewer opportunities could not 
take. 

• DORAM, Diadama, “Ordered to be recorded and certified that 
Diadama Doram who is present in Court, aged 42 Years, Weighs 
160 pounds, Yellow Color, 5 feet 1 inch high, no particular marks, 
Emancipated by G Taylor a free man of Color her father who bought 
her from Moses Bledsoe Decd, recorded in the Spencer County 
Court Clerk’s office.”  (Boyle County Order Book, Vol 2, 1850, 
p376). 



• Deed of emancipation between Moses O. Bledsoe and 
Gibson Taylor, St. Louis, MO, 7 March 1836.   

• Gibson Taylor, “a Free man of colour” paid $700 on 11 
April 1814 for his wife Cloe and their children: Jerome, 
Susan, Ann, James, Josephus, Gibeon, Diademia, 
Lucinda and William Henry.  

• Document traces legal emancipation process from 1829 
when Bledsoe began to 1836 when Diademia’s 
emancipation was finalized. 







Dennis and Diadamia (Taylor) Doram’s children were: 

1—DORAM, George, born about 1833. 

2—DORAM, Gideon or Gill J, born Jul 1833. 

3—DORAM, Thomas Anderson, born 1835 (1850C) or 1837 (1860C). 

4—DORAM, Jane, born 1839. 

5—DORAM, James, born about 1841. 

6—DORAM, Josephus, born about 1841. 

7—DORAM, Mary A or Martha A, born 1843, died 1923; mar _____ ROWE. 

8—DORAM, Joshua B, born 1845, Union soldier with Co. F, 114th USCT who fought in 
Petersburg campaign.. 

9—DORAM, Richard Cassius Clay, born 1847, Buffalo Soldier, at Ft Clarke, TX 1869. 

10—DORAM, Diadanie E, born 1849; may have mar(1) 9 Nov 1876 Fenton GILL; mar(2) 20 Oct 
1884 Lewis B SANGFORD; mar(3) 14 Jul 1886 Theodore Thomas SLAUGHTER. 

11—DORAM, Sarah C, born 1853, died Danville 1927; mar(1) 2 Oct 1873 Mongo HANSFORD; 
prob mar(2) William PERKINS. 

12—DORAM, Susan Bell, born 1857. 



• Documented in both the Doram-Rowe Family Collection and the Boyle 
County records is deed for the purchase of a lot of land on “the Main” 
street in Danville, KY, by Dennis Doram on Feb. 1, 1836.  

• Lot had a brick building on it and some outbuildings.  

• Doram paid 1/3 of the cost up front and paid rest in installments over two 
years.  

• If and how long family lived there unknown as the Dorams continued to 
purchase town lots.  

• Includes a house on 3rd St that still stands today (now 233 Martin Luther 
King Blvd.) and land with a house on Stanford turnpike, 1854. 



• By the 1840's, Dorams prospered like few African Americans in the 
slave states.  

• Accumulated several thousand dollars in bank and possessed 
hundreds of acres land.  

• Portraits illustrate unique social position they had attained.  

• Images of African Americans in the antebellum period are very rare 
(Talbott). 

• Between 1837 and 1860 they purchased over 300 acres of land, 
most along the Dix River in Boyle County.  

• One of the first of these purchases was made from an heir of 
General Thomas Barbee, Dennis’s previous owner.  



• General Barbee’s nephew, Thomas Barbee, sold Dorams about 
six acres of land 10 years after General Barbee’s will freed 
Dennis. 

• Although purchased from different owners, land lots are adjacent 
to each other. 

• Although Doram’s were the wealthiest free blacks in Boyle County 
they still owned only about 1/5th of the amount of land compared 
to largest white land owner. 

• The 1860, county tax records show Doram’s property valued at 
$10,800.  

• Included farm land, four town lots, eight horses, thirty cattle, thirty 
hogs, one goat, one bull and one slave.  



• Land was most likely used to raise a variety of 
crops, including hemp. 

• Family stories indicate that Doram also ran a rope 
factory and a hemp business.  

• Account receipt, 1840, lists rope and cord sold to D. 
Yeiser from 1835-1839.  

• One of Doram’s sons and a brother listed in 1860 
Census as “rope spinner.”  

• In same year Dennis listed as “farmer.” 



An 1851 paid receipt in written by Willis Russell 
proves Doram children were educated. 





• The family treasured education for daughters as well as sons.  

• Gil J Doram’s daughter also attended Berea College. 

 

 

 

 

• Grandson Thomas Madison Doram, earned a doctorate in 
veterinary medicine, only second African-American to do so in the 
United States. 

• Joshua and older brother Thomas both joined 114th USCT.  



• Brothers joined Army together, as was common at the time, mustering at Camp Nelson .  

• Participated in the Siege of Petersburg and Appomattox Campaign, and was in 
Appomattox, VA, when Lee surrendered. 

• Both brothers returned home and started businesses. 

• Joshua became barber and later ran grocery on 2nd Street, may have had a side business 
as well.  

• According to the Semi-weekly Interior Journal of Stanford, Joshua accused of selling 
alcohol on several occasions in the dry county of Boyle.  

• After the war, Dennis Doram loaned Thomas money to buy a farm.  

• Tax records and newspaper accounts indicate Thomas was raising horses.  

• Still buying horses in the 1880s and is listed in the 1895 Wallace’s American Trotting 
Registry.  

• Thomas sold farm at age 65 in 1902. 



• Robert Cassius Clay Doram was Buffalo soldier.  
• Enlisted 1868, left service 1879 due to disability.  
• Family Collection includes three letters he wrote home.  
• Military records list his occupation as a mason, yet he is 

not listed in business or census records after 1870. 
• Information on all 12 children has not yet been found, 

but pieces of information help tell story.  
• Stanford Interior Journal reports dispute regarding 

Susan Doram’s rock quarry in 1898, 10 years after she 
had her maiden name restored by county court. 
 



• Their roles as free blacks who were land owners speak both to their 
reputation and their ability to build relationships outside the African 
American community.  

• There is one indication that Dennis Doram was not well regarded by 
everyone.  

• In 1850, Fred Visschon refused to allow Dennis to purchase his land 
which was going up for auction, Visschon apparently upset that Doram 
was purchasing so much land.  

• Doram paid another person’s debt on at least two occasions.  

• Elijah Irvine of the 114th USCT sent Doram $80 to give to his wife, 
Sophia, requested that Dennis open a bank account for Sophia and 
approve how she spent that money. 



• An indicator of social status in pre-Civil War Kentucky was slave ownership, and Dennis 
Doram did own slaves.  

• There is no documentation in the Collection that indicates ownership of slaves.  

• Records show that Doram was a slave owner, in 1846, freed Mary, about 25 years old.  

• In 1847, he freed a woman named Lydia.  

• The 1860 Slave Schedule lists him as owning one male slave aged 56 and that there was 
one “slave dwelling” on his property. 

• Helped start a school for the higher education of African Americans.  

• Several African Americans, lead in part by his son Gibeon, created schools for newly 
freed slaves. 

• He was also a delegate of the First Convention of Colored Men of Kentucky.  

• Organization created 1866 to advance rights of African Americans in Kentucky. 





When early Danville schoolmaster, Willis Russell, died, 
Dennis Doram served as the executor of his estate.  Doram 
had sold land to Russell in 1847. 



• Because Dennis was  
responsible for most legal  
transactions, there is little  
evidence about her character.  

• She listed as wife in only  
one deed. 

• Freedman’s Bank record,  
1873, gives some information,  
but nothing of her character.  

• Obituary, 1883, describes  
Diadamia as “a very worthy  
woman” and “a devoted  
member of the Methodist  
Church for over fifty years.” 

• Diadamia’s obituary is  
recorded in the Kentucky  
Advocate 7 December 1883. 



• In March of 1866 Doram served on the finance 
committee for the First Convention of Colored 
Men of Kentucky.  

• He and the committee drafted a very strong 
and intelligent statement of intentions and a 
number of proclamations at this meeting.  

• The following is a short excerpt of one such 
statement: 



"We are native and to the manner born; we are part and 
parcel of the Great American body politic; we love our country 
and her institutions; we are proud of her greatness and glory 
in her might; we are intensely American, allied to the free 
institutions of our country by sacrifices, the deaths and the 
slumbering ashes of our sons and our fathers, whose 
patriotism, whose daring and devotion, led them to pledge 
their lives, the property and their sacred honor, to the 
maintenance of her freedom, and the majesty of her laws. 
Here we are intended to remain, and while we seek to 
cultivate all of those virtues that shall distinguish us as good 
and useful citizens, our destiny shall be that of earnest and 
faithful Americans, and we recognize no principle, we allow no 
doctrine that would make our destiny, other, than the destiny 
of our native land and fellow countrymen.“ 

 
Dennis Doram died on 18 October 1869.  





Denver Post, Monday, 
April 5, 1904 



“That boy comes from my old home, Danville, Ky.” Said Detective 
Sanders this morning.  “There is not a family in Kentucky that has 
better credit at the banks and business houses than the Dorams.  They 
have lots of money, and they have the respect of all people, black and 
white.  This Octavius has always been a good boy.  Charley was good, 
too, till he got out here and got to drinking so much.” 







• The portraits of Dennis and Diadamia Doram illustrate 
one family’s quest for the American Dream.  

• Not all pieces are there, and what is there prompts 
questions about African Americans owning slaves,  
rights of free blacks in pre-Civil War Kentucky, and 19th 
century commerce.  

• At KHS, the portraits are used to ask these questions.  
• They also serve as reminders that there are entire 

generations of African American families that have little 
or no documentation to reveal their story. 



Deed of Emancipation for Diadamia (Taylor) Doram.  
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%20Doram-Rowe%20Family%20Collection,%20MSS%2021/mode/exact 
(Accessed 14 Jan 2016) 

Kemper, Julie Maio.  “Dennis and Diadamia Doram: A View of the American 
Dream.”  Kentucky Ancestors Online, 8 February 2014, at 
http://kentuckyancestors.org/dennis-and-diadamia-doram-a-view-of-the-
american-dream/ (Accessed 14 Jan 2016) 

Talbott, Tim.  Random Thoughts On History. “Personality Spotlight: Dennis and 
Diademia Doram”, Tuesday, May 19, 2009 at 
http://randomthoughtsonhistory.blogspot.com/2009/05/personality-spotlight-
dennis-and.html (Accessed 14 Jan 2016) 

Toadvine, Emily.  “Doram family owned a lot of Danville land”.  Kentucky Advocate, 
Sunday, 6 November 1994, p C2. 

Thanks to Mary Ashby of the Boyle County Public Library.  Mary researched a 
great many land transactions for the Willis Russell Memorial Cabin, and, co-
incidentally, the Doram family’s land purchases, as well. 

Also, thanks to Sharyn Mitchell of Berea College who searched and found records 
of Susan and Mary Doram, when they were students at Berea. 
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